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5 Ts following narrative is in⸗ 
tended to anſwer a purpoſe more ge- 
neral and important than immediate 
ly appears upon the face of it. The 
queſtion now afloat in the world re- 

ſpecting THINGS AS THEY ARE, is 
the moſt intereſting that can be pre- 
ſented: to the human mind. While 
one party pleads for reformation and 

change, the other extols in the warm 
eſt terms the exiſting conſtitution of 
ſociety. It ſeemed as if ſomething 

would be gained for the deciſion of 


this queſtion, if that conſtitution were 
faithfully developed in its practical 


effects. What is now preſented. to 


the public is no refined and abſtract. | 


ſpeculation ; it is a ſtudy. and deli- 
neation of things paſſing in the moral 
world. It is but of late that the in- 


eſtimable importance of political prin» 


* has been * apprehend- 
9 | 


ed. 
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i. | PREFACE. 


ed. It is now known to philoſo- 


phers that the ſpirit and character of 


the government intrudes itſelf into 


every rank of ſociety. But this is 
a truth highly worthy to be commu- 


nicated to perſons whom books of 


philoſophy and ſcience are never 
likely to reach. Accordingly it was 
propoſed in the invention of the fol- 
lowing work, to comprehend, as far 
as the progreſſive nature of a ſingle 
ſtory would allow, a general review 
of the modes of domeſtic and unre- 
corded deſpotiſm, by which man be- 
comes the deſtroyer of man. If the 
author ſhall have taught a valuable 
leſſon, without ſubtracting from the 
intereſt and paſſion by which a per- 
formance of this ſort ought to be 
characteriſed, he will have reaſon to 
congratulate himſelf N the vehicle 
he has choſen. | 


MAY 12, 1794. 


5 =— 


This preface was withdrawn in the: 
original e in compliance with 
* the 


. P RE FAC E. vil 5 
the alarms of bookſellers. Caleb 
Williams made his firſt. appearance 
in the world, in the ſame month in 
which the fanguin nary plot broke out 
againſt the liberties of Engliſhmen, 
which was happily terminated by the 
acquittal of its firſt intended victims, 
in the cloſe of that year. Terror was 
the order of the day; and it was 2 

| feared that even the humble noveliſt | 


| might be ſhown to be COUNTRY, 
— traitor, | 


OCTOBER 29, 1795. 
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P. 67, 1. 13, read ſenſations. 


me, 
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ineſs, 


I5, read They have provoked: 
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Y life has for ſeveral years been a 


. 


theatre of calamity. - I have been a mark 
for the vigilance of tyranny, _— * co n 


faireſt pr 
been blaſted. My enemy has 
ſelf inacceſſible to intreaties and untir 


in perſecution. My fame, as well as my 


happineſs, has become his victim. Every 
one, as far as my ſtory has been known,” 
pin refuſed: to aſſiſt me in my diſtreſs,” 
and has execrated my name. I have not 
l. - deſerved 


. 
1 
| 


* 


——— 


en but upon truth. 
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deſerved this treatment. My own con- 
ſcience witneſſes in behalf of chat inno- 
cence, my pretenſions to which are re- 


garded in the world as incredible. There 


is now however little hope that I ſhall 


ſet me. I am incited to the penning of 
theſe memoirs, only by a deſire to divert 


my mind from the deplorableneſs of my 2 


ſituation, and a faint idea that poſterity 
may by their means be induced to render 


me a juſtice which my contemporaries re- 


fuſe. My ſtory will at leaſt appear to 
have that conſiſtency, which is. ſeldom 

1 was born of humble parents in a re- 
mote county of England. Their occu- 


pations were ſuch as uſually fall to the lor 


eſcape from the toils that univerfally he- 


3 1 
17 ; 
i . 


* 


of peaſants, and they had no portion to 


give me, but an education free from the 
- uſual ſources of depravity, and the inhe- 


Titance, long ſince loſt by their unfortu- 


nate ee of an honeſt fame. I was 


taught 


| 


Wh 
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taught the rudiments of no ſcience; ex! 
cept reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
But I had an inquiſitive mind, and ne- 
glected no means of information from con- 
verſation or books. My improvement 
was greater than my nen in life af 
forded room to expect. yu 4 
I Thereareother Sense eee 
to be mentioned as having influenced tlie 
hiſtory of my future life. I was ſome- 
what above the middle ſtature. Without 
being particularly athletic in appearance 
| or large in my dimenſions, I was uncom- 
monly vigorous and active. My joints 
were ſupple, and I was formed to excel 
in youthful ſports. The babits of my 
mind however were to a certain degree 
at war with the dictates of boyiſh vanity. 8 
I had confiderable averſion to the boiſte. 
rous gaiety of the village gallants, and | 
contrived to ſatisfy my love of praiſe with 
an unfrequent apparition at their amuſe- 
ments. My excellence in theſe reſpects 
| B2: however 


5 Mere gave a turn to my n "om 
I. delighted to read of feats of activity, 


and] wes, particularly intereſted: by tales 
an which corporeal ingenuity or ſtrength 
are the means feſorted to for ſupplying 

reſources and conquering. difficulties. 
I inured myſelf to mechanical purſuits, | 


1. and devoted much of ee en en- 
deavour after mechanical i invention. . 
Tube reſidence of my parents was within 
the manor” of Ferdinando Falkland, a 
country ſqvire of confiderable opulence. 


At an early age I attracted the favourable = 
motice of Mr. Collins, this gentlemans 


| Reward, who uſed to call in occaſionally | 
at my father*s. He obſerved the particu - 
lars of my progreſs with approbation, and 
made a favourable report to his ut | 


my induftry and genius. S 

la the ſummer of the year Mr. 8 
Falkland viſited his eſtate in our „ebene 8 
after an abſence of ſeveral months. This 
was a period of misfortune to me. I was 
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then cighteen. years of age. My. father; 
lay dead in our cottage... 1 had loſt my 
mother ſome years before. In this K 
lorn ſituation I was ſurpriſed wich a meſe 
age from the ſquire, ordering me to 
repair to the mapſion-houſe * nm 
aer m/ father's funeral. Bu 5 
Though I was not a n W 
Thad no practical acquaintance vith men. 
I had never had occaſion to addreſs a per. 
"fon of - this; elevated rank, and I felt no- 
mall uneaſineſs and awe on the preſent 
occaſion. I found Mr. Falkland a man 
of ſmall ſtature, with-an extreme delicacy 
of form and appearance. In place of the 
hard favoured and inflexible vilages!'E | 
had been accuſtomed to obſerve, every 
muſcle and petty line of his countenance: 
ſeemed to be in an inconceivable degree: g 
pregnant with meaning. His mannen 
was kind, attemive, and humane. His 
eye was full of animation, but there was 
a grave and {ad folemnity ; in his air, 
Us . 
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tel for want of experience I imagined | 
wasthe inheritance of the great, and the 


inſtrument by which the diſtance between 


them and their inferiors was Waits ner 


His look beſpoke the unquietneſs of 8 


mind, and frequently wandered with an 
expreſſion of diſconſolateneſs and anxiety. 


My reception was as gracious and en- 


couraging as I could poſſibly deſire. 
Mr. Falkland queſtioned me reſpecting 


my learning, and my conceptions of men 
and things, and liſtened to my anſwers 
with condeſcenſion and approbation. 


This kindneſs ſoon reſtored to me a con- 
ſiderable part of my ſelf· poſſeſſion, though 
I ſtill felt reſtrained by the graceful, bur 


_ unaltered dignity of his carriage. I have 


already faid that I was not unac quainted 


5 with books. I had not failed to derive 
advantage from the opportunities Which 


offered themſelves, and ſome of thoſe op- 


— 


portunities were of very fortunate occur- 


draw 


rence. But it is not he purpoſe. to 
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draw out this narrative by unneceſſary 
detail; I leave the reader to collect what 
my acquiſitions had been, from the inci- 
dents which followed. When Mr. Falk- 
land had ſufficiently fatisfied his curio- 
ſity, he proceeded to inform me that be 


was in want of a ſecretary, that I ap- | 


_ peared to him ſufficiently qualified. for 
that office, and that, if, in my preſent | 

change of | ſituation occaſioned? by the 

dcath of my father, l approved of the 
i l he would wake me into his 
family. bed 14 

1 felt highly flattered by the enen 


Wh 40 was warm in the expreſſion of my ac- 


knowledgments. I ſet eagerly about the 
_ difpoſal of the little property my father 
had left, in which F was afliſted by Mr. 
Collins. I had not now a relation in the 
world, upon whoſe kindneſs and interpo- 
ftion 1 had any direct claim. But, far 
from regarding this deſerted fituation with 
_— l formed golden viſions of the ſta- 
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tion 1 was about to occupy. 1 little Gus 
pected, that the gaiety and lightneſs of 
heart I had hitherto enjoyed were upon 
the point of leaving me for ever, and that 
the reſt- of my days were devoted to mi- 
ſery and alarm. |_| 
My employment was 49 8 agree- 
able. It conſiſted partly of the tran- 
{cribing and arranging certain papers, 
and partly of writing from my maſter's 
dictation letters of buſineſs, as well as 
ſketches of literary compoſition. Many 
of theſe latter conſiſted of an analytical 


. ſurvey of the plans-of different authors, . 5 


and conjectural ſpeculations vpon hints 
they afforded, tending eicher to the de- 
tection of their errors or the carrying for- 
ward their diſcoveries; All of them bore 
powerful marks of a profound and ele- 
gant mind, well- ſtored with. literature, 
and poſſeſſed of an uncommon ſhare of 


aftivity and diſcrimination... ne ot 


- 
8 2 
a 


My Ration. was in that a of the Dy 
_ houſe 


Pg 
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houſe which was appropriated for che re 
ception of books, it being my duty to, 
perform the functions of librarian-as well 
as ſecretary. Here my hours would have, 
glided in tranquillity and Peace, hag not 
my ſituation included in it eircumſta 
totally different from thofe which or. 
ed me in my father's cottage. In early 
Uffe my mind had been much engroſſed 


EE courſe with my fellow mortals was: occa · 
ſional and ſhort, But in my new reſidence 
1 was excited by every motive of intereſt 
and curioſity to ſtudy my maſter's charac 
ter, and I found in it an ample | field for ©] 
| ſpeculation and conjecture. . 
_ His mode of living was in the umb * 
degree recluſe and ſolitary. He had no 
nelination to ſcenes of revelry and mirth. = 
He avoided the buſy haunts of men; nor 
did he ſeem deſirous to compenſate for 
this privation by the confidence of friend: 
90 ſhip. He appeared a total ſtranger to 
i ; every. 


* 
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5 thing which uſually bears the app en 


of pleaſure. His features were ſcarcely 
ever relaxed into a ſmile, nor did that air 
which beſpoke the unhappineſs of his 
mind, at any time forſake them. Vet his 
manners were by no means ſuch as de- 
noted moroſeneſs and miſanthropy. He 


vas compaſſionate and conſiderate for 
others, though the ſtatelineſ $ of his car- - 


riage and the reſerve of his temper were 


at no time interrupted. His appearance 
and general behaviour might have 
ſtrongly intereſted all perſons in bis fa- 
vour; but the coldneſs of his addreſs, and 


the impenetrableneſs of his a | 
ſeemed to forbid thoſe demonſtrations of 
kindneſs to which one might otherwiſe 


| have been prompted. £4 


Such was the general appearance off 


Mr. Falkland; but his temper was ex- 


tremely unequal. The diſtemper which 


atfflicted him with inceſſant gloom, had 


its paroxyſms. Sometimes he was haſty, 
peeviſh 
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peeviſh and tyrannical; but this pro- 
ceeded rather from the torment of his 
mind than an unfeeling diſpoſition, and, 
when reflection recurred, he appeared 
willing that the weight of his misfortune 
ſhould fall wholly upon himſelf; Some - 
times he entirely loſt his ſelf. poſſeſſion, 
and his behaviour was changed into fren- 
Zy. He would ſtrike his forehead, his 
brows became knit, his features diſtortetl, - 
and his teeth ground one againſt the 
other. When he felt the approach of 
theſe ſymptoms, he would ſuddenly Hes 
and, leaving the occu pation, whatever it 


Was, in which he was engaged, haſten 


into a ſolitude upon which no * 8 
| dated ts intfüddle. pr 
It muſt not be ſuppoſed that the whole 
* what I am deſcribing was viſible to 
the perſons about him; nor indeed was 
I acquainted with it in the extent here 
ſtated, bur after a conſiderable time, and | 
in 1 ſucceffion. With reſpe& to 
| B 6 the 
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the domeſtics in general, they ſax; but 
little of their maſter. None of them, 
except myſelf from the nature of my 
functions, and Mr, Collins from the an- 
tiquity of his ſervice and che reſpectable· 
neſs of his character, approached Mr. 
Falkland, but at ſtated ſeaſons and for a 
Very ſhort interval. They knew him only 
by the benevolence of his actions, and 
the principles of inflexible integrity by © 
which he. was ordinarily guided; and, 
though they would ſometimes indulge 
their conjectures reſpecting his ſingulari- 
ties, they regarded him upon the whole 
with veneration, as a being of a bene 
dender. 5 
One day, 98 1 had 3 Cd 
months in the ; ſervice of my patron, I 1 
went te a cloſet, or. ſmall apartment, 
which was ſeparated from the library by 
2 narrow gallery that was lighted by. a 
ſmall window near the roof. I had cons 
ceived that there was no > perſon in the 
room 
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room, and intended only 40 put. any 
thing in order that I might find out of 


its place. As I opened the door, I heard 


at the ſame; inſtant a deep groan, expreſ+ 


Gve of intolerable anguiſh. The found | 


of the door in opening ſeemed i to alarm 
the perſon within; J heard the lid of a 


trunk haſlily ſhut, and the noiſe as of 


faſtening a lock. I conceived that Mr. 


Falkland was there, and was going in» 


fantly to retire; but at that moment a 


voice chat ſeemed ſupernaturally tremen- 


dous, exclaimed, Who is there? The 
voice was Mr. Falkland's. The ſound of 
it thrilled my very vitals, Iendeavoured 


to anſwer, but my ſpeech, failed, a 


being incapable of any other reply, I in· 


ſtinctively advanced within the door into 


the room. Mr. Falkland was juſt * 


ſitting or kneeling. His face betrayed 


ſtrong ſymptoms of confuſion. With 
4 a violent effort 5 theſe ſymp» 


2 toms | 
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tons vaniſhed, and ichen bees ti 


gave place to a countenance ſparkling 


with rage. Villain! cried he, what has 
brought you here? I heſitated a confuſed 
and irreſolute anſuer. Wretch! inter- 


ropted Mr. Falkland with uncontrolable 


ümpatience, you want to ruin me. You 
ſet yourſelf as a ſpy upon my actions. 
But bitterly ſhall you repent your info- - 


lence. Do you think you ſhall watch 


my privacies with impunity ? I attempt- 


ed to defend myſelf. Begone, devil ! 
rejoined he. Quit the 1 or I will 
trample you into atoms. Saying this, 


he advanced towards me. But I was al- 


ready ſufficiently terrified, and vaniſhed/ 


in a moment. I heard the door ſhut 


after me with violence, and thus ended 
this extraordinary ſcene. 
I ſaw him again in the evening, and 


he was then tolerably compoſed. His 


behaviour, which was always kind, was 


now doubly attentive and ſoothing. IK: 
ſeemed 


* 


5 


4s a 


55 and myſelf happened to ſup together 
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n ed to have ſomething of which he 
wiſhed to diſburthen his mind, but to 
want words in which to convey it. I 
looked at him with anxiety and affection. 
He made two unſucceſsful efforts, ſhook _ 
his head, and then, putting five guineas 
into my hand, preſſed it in a manner that 
I could feel proceeded from a mind preg- 
nant with various emotions, though I 
could not interpret them. Having done 
this, he ſeemed immediately to recollect 
himſelf, and to take refuge in the uſual * 
diſtance and ſolemnity of his manner. 
l I eafily underſtood that ſecrecy was one 
of the things ex ped ed from me, and in- 
deed my mind was too much diſpoſed to 
meditate upon what I had heard and 
ſeen, to make it a topic of indiſcriminate 
communication. Mr. Collins however 


— — 


that evening, which was but ſeldom the 
caſe, his avocations obliging him to be 
much abroad. He could not help ob- 
x ſerving 
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ſerving an uncommon Ades and 
anxiety in my countenance, and affec- 
tionately enquired into the reaſon. Len- 
dea voured to evade his queſtions, but my 
youth and ignorance of the world gave 
me little advantage for that purpoſe; 
Befide this, I bad been accuſtomed: to 
view Mr. Collins with conſiderable at- 
tachment, and I conceived from the na- 2 
ture of his ſituation that there could be 
{mall impropriety in making him my 
confident in the preſent inftance. 1 re. 
peated to him minutely every thing that 
bad paſſed, and concluded with a ſolemm 
declaration'that, though treated with ca- | 
price, | was not anxious for myfelf: no in- 
convenience or danger ſhould ever lead 
me to a puſillanimous behaviour; and. 1 


7 


felt only for my maſler, who, with every 
advantage for; happineſs, and being in 
the higheſt degree worthy of it, ſeemed 
deſtined to undergo unmerited diſtrefs. 
In anſwer to my communication Mr. 
SPADE Collins 
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Collias informed me tharſocke ineidems; 
of a nature ſimilar to that which T relat- 

a ed, had fallen under his on knowledge, 
and that from the whole he could not 

| help concludi ng that our unfortunate pa- 

tron was at times diſordered in his intel- 

lects. Alas, continued he, it was not al- 

ways thus! Verdinando Falkland was 

once the gayeſt of che gay. Not indeed 
Iofſchhat frothy ſort; who excite" centempe 
nnſtead of admiratien, and Whoſe levity 
argues thoughtleſſneſs rather than feli- 


8 city. His gaiety was always accompa- ; 
| nied with dignity. It was the gaiery-of 


me hero and the ſcholar. It Was cha. 

tened with reflection and ſenſibility, and _ [ 
never loſt fight either of good taſte or 
| humanity, Such as it was however, ir 4 
denoted a genuine hilarity of heart; im- 
parted an inconceivable brillianey to his If 
company and comverſation, and ren - Ii 
dered him the perpetual delight of the 1 
diverſified: circles he then willingly fre 

2 * 
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quented. Von ſee nothing of him, my 
dear Williams, but the ruin of that 
Falkland who was courted by ſages, and 
adored by the fair. His youth, diſtin- 
guiſhed in its outſet by the moſt unuſual 
promiſe, is tarniſhed. His ſenſibility. is 
{bruok' up and withered by events the 
- *moſt diſguſtful to his feelings. His 
mind was fravght wich all the rhapſodies 
of viſionary honour; and, in his ſenſe, 
nothing but the groſſer part, the mere 
nell of Falkland, was capable of ſurviv- 
ing the * that his e has 0 | 
— 67 bin ; 
Theſe RvR} of 65 friend. Collins 
ſtrongly tended to inflame my curioſity, 
and I requeſted him to enter into a more 
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copious explanation. With this requeſt 
be readily complied; as conceiving that, 
whatever delicacy it became him to e- 
erciſe in ordinary caſes, it would be out 
of place in my ſituation; and thinking it 
not improbable that Mr. Falkland, but 
5 | for 
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for the dillusbance and inflammation of 
his mind, would be diſpoſed to a ſimilar 

communication. I ſhall interweave with 

Mr. Collins's ſtory, various information 


which 1 afterwards received from other ” 


quarters, that I may give all poſſible per- 

ſpicuity to the ſeries of events. To the | | 
reader it may appear at firſt ſight as if 7 
this detail of the preceding life of 1 

Falkland were foreign to my biſtory. 
Alas, I know from bitter experience that 
it is otherwiſe. My heart bleeds at the 
recollection of his misfortunes as if they 
were my own. How can it fail to de _ 
_ ſo To his ſtory the whole fo! „% 
my life was linked; becauſe he was mi- bo | 

| ſerable, my happineſs, my name, and my 
has exiſtence have been 8 ee nn, 


* = 4 . ? ; 
% 


A. 


reer 8 — — & 2 * Wage 5 
< TG. n IJ = 5 2 * * r = CS 
ä 2 — TEL 8 1. - = 8 Es 2 3 
1 4 A * * — — . 5 = — 7 — - —_ = 
* N —_ * » le a „ * 1 — — 5 1 * 222 22 8 
n — — r = SE I , - 4 7 —_—_ DL es * 
a e —— * — - 2 — - — 
CERT og Ig FX dS 2 A ts OT. wn r — wy —— . = — — — 
> - — 2 ſe 2 L „ - 2% * . - cy — 
r E * e , * rr — 
3 5 1 . FE C 7 4 ' — * 
” 
% 
q 
* 
— 


7e 
. 1 
+1, 
© 4- = 
"Xx 
a. 5 
3. 
. 18 
_ =, 42089 
-£ = 
* x 
"i * 
* 
9 
+ 8 
+83 
. N 
1B 7 
1 . 
D * 2 
* py . 
"£55 e 
4 Wh +. 
_— 
== 
= :: . 
4 * 
A 
£ 
2 
1 
7 
x 
+ 
4 2 
- 


/ 


20 ADVENTURES OF - 


+ [MONG.« the Cale * os = his 


early years were the heroic poets of Italy. 
From them he imbibed the love of chi- 
valry and romance. He had too much 
vw ſenſe to regret. the times of Charles. 
magne and Arthur. But, while his i ima» 
- gination was purged by a certain infuſion 
** philoſophy, he eonceived that there 

was in the manners depicted by theſe ce-: . 

lebrated poets, ſomething, to imitate, as, 
well as ſometbing to avoid- He believed 
that nothing was fo well ealculated to 
make men delicate, gallant and humane, 


as a temper perpetually alive to che ſen- 


timents of birth and honour. The opi- 
nions he entertained upon theſe topics 


were illuſtrated in his conduct, which 


was aſſiduouſly conformed to the Ae 
of heroiſm chat his * — 
Wik 


* 88 4 * 


— 


Mith theſe ſentiments he {et out upon 
his travels at the age at which the grand 
tour is uſually made, and they were ra- 
ther confirmed than ſhaken by the ad- 
ventures that befel him. By inclination 
he was led to make his longeſt ſtay in 
Italy, and here he fell into company with 
ſeveral young noblemen whoſe: ſtudies 
and principles were congenial tyhis'own, + - 
By them he was aſſiduouſly courted and 
treated with the moſt diſtinguiſhed ap- 
Plauſe. They were delighted io meet 
with a foreigner, who had imbibed all 
the peculiarities of the moſt liberal and 
Honourable among themſelves. = 
Was he lefs favoured and admired by the 
| ſofter fex. Though his ſtature was 
ſmall, his perſon. had an air of uncom 
mon dignity. His dignity was hen 
- heightened by certain additions which 
were afterwards obliterated, -an' expreſ- 
ſion of frankaeſs, ingenuity and unre- 
n 
. Hh _ thukiaſtn, 
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"ION Perhaps no Engliſhman was 


ever in an equal degree idoliſed 0 the 5 


inhabitants of Italy. 


It was not poſſible for him to have 
drunk ſo deeply of the fountain of chi- 

valry, without being engaged occaſion- 
ally in affairs of honour, all of which 
| were terminated in a manner that would 
not have diſgraced the chevalier Bayard 


himſelf. In Italy the young men of rank 


divide themſelves into two claſſes, thoſe 


who adhere to the pure principles of an- 


cient gallantry, and thoſe Who, being 
| actuated by the ſame acute ſenſe of in- 


jury and inſult, accuſtom themſelves to 


the employment of hired bravoes : as their 


inſtruments of vengeance. The whole 


difference indeed conſiſts in the preca- 
rious application of a generally received 


diſtinction. The moſt generous Italian 


conceives, that there are certain perſons 


whom it would be contamination for bim 
to call i into the open field. He never- 


i N theleſs 


— 


| MS. 25 
theleſs believes that an indignity cannot 
be expiated but with blood, and is per- 
ſuaded that rhe life of a man is a trifling 
conſideration, in compariſon of the in - 
demnification to be made to his injured 
honour. There is therefore ſcarcely any 
Italian that would upon ſome occaſions 
ſcruple aſſaſſination. Men of ſpirit 
among them, notwithſtanding the preju- 
dices of their education, cannot fail ta 
have a ſecret conviction of its baſeneſs, | 
and will be deſirous of extending as far 
as poſſible che cartel of honour. Real 
or affected arrogance teaches others tq 
regard almoſt the whole ſpecies as their | 
eren and of conſequence, incites | 
them to gratify their vengeance without 
3 to their perſons. Mr. Ea . 
land fell in with ſome: of theſe. . ; 
his, undaunted ſpirit and reſolute Ra 
per gave him a deciſive advantage even 
in ſuch perilous rengounters. One ins, 
dance Ae mung. of his manner of 
| conducting 
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and high · ſpirited people, it may be pro- 
per to relate. Mr. Falkland is the prin- 
cipal agent in my hiſtory; and Mr. Falk - 
land, in the autumn and decay of his 
vigour ſuch as I found him, cannot be 
completely underſtood, without a know - 
| Tedge of his previous character, as it was 
in all the gloſs of youth, yet unaſſailed 
dy adverſity, and en e by 
nga or remorſe. ES 
At Rome he was abi ach bels 
eular diſtinction at the houſe of marquis 
Piſani, who had an only daughter, the 
Heir of his immenſe fortune, and the ad- | 
mĩration of all the young nobility of that 
metropolis. Lady Lucretia Piſani was 
tall, of a dignified form' and uncommon- 
ly beautiful. She was not deficient in 
_ atniable qualities, but her foul was 
| Havghty, and her carriage not unfte- | 
quently contemptuous. Her pride was _ | 
nouriſhed. 9 ehe conſciouſneſs of her | * 
_ charms, | 
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charms, by er | elevated. 1 te and the 
univerſal adoration ſhe was accuſtonzed> 


to teceive. | * Ly 
Among her numerous n count 
EE: Malveſi was the individual moſt favours 


ed by her father, nor-did his. addrefles 


ſeem indifferent to her. The count was 
a man of conſiderable accompliſhments, 


and of great integrity and benevolence: 


of diſpoſition. But he was too ardent a 


lover to be able always to preſerve the 


affability of his temper. The admirers, 8 
awhoſe addreſſes were a ſource of gratifi- 
cation to his miſtreſs, were a perpetual 
uneaſineſs to him. Placing his Whole 
bappineſs in the poſſeſſion of this ĩimperi- 
ous beauty, the moſt rrifling circumſtan- 
| ces were capable of alarming him for th 
ſecurity of his pretenſions. But moſt of 
all he was jealous. of the Engliſh cava- 
lier. Marquis Piſani, who had ſpent 
many years in France, was by no 
means partial to the ſuſpicious precau- 
Vor. 1, „ tions | 


26 ADVENTURES or 
tions of Italian fathers, and indulged his 

daughter in conſiderable freedoms, His 
haouſe and his daughter, within certain 
judicious reſtraints, were open to the re- 
ſort of male viſitants. But above all 
Mr. Falkland, as a foreigner, and a per- 
fon little likely to form pretenſions to 
the hand of Lucretia, was received upon 
a footing of great familiarity. The lady 
herfelf, conſcious of innocence, enter- 
tained no ſcruple about trifles, and ated 
with the confidence and frankneſs of one 
who is ſuperior to ſuſpicion. | 

Mr. Falkland, after a reſidence of ſe- 
veral weeks at Rome, proceeded to Na- 
ples. Mean while certain incidents oc- 
curred that delayed the intended nuptials 
of the heireſs of Piſani. When he re- 
turned to Rome count Malveſi was ab- 
ſent. Lady Lucretia, who had been 
conſiderably amuſed before with the con- 
verſation of Mr. Falkland, and who had 
an active and * mind, had con- 


- Pn 2 
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ceived, in che interval between his firſt 
and ſecond reſidence at Rome, a deſire 


to be acquainted with the Engliſh lan- 


guage, inſpired by the lively and ardent 
encomiums of our beſt authors that ſhe 
had heard from their countryman. She 
had provided herſelf with the uſual ma- 
terials for that purpoſe, and had made 
ſome progreſs during his abſence. But 
upon his return ſhe was forward to make 
uſe of the opportunity, which, if miſſed, 
might never occur again with equal ad- 
vantage, of reading ſelect paſſages of 
our poets with an Engliſhmgn of W 1 
mon taſte and capacity. | 
This propoſal neceſſarily led to a more 
frequent intercourſe. When count Mal- 
veſi returned, he found Mr. Falkland 
eſtabliſhed almoſt as an inmate of the 
Piſani palace. His mind could not fail 
to be ſtruck with the criticalneſs of the 
| fituation. He was perhaps ſecretly con- 
{cious that the qualifications of the En- 
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gliſhman were ſuperior to his own, and he 
trembled for the progreſs that each party 
might have made in the affection of the 
other, even before they were aware of 
the danger. He believed that the match 
was in every reſpect ſuch as to flatter the 
ambition of Mr. Falkland, and he was 
ſtung even to madneſs by the idea of 
being deprived of the object deareſt to 
his heart by this tramontane upſtart. 
He had however a ſufficient ſhare of 
diſcretion to go firſt to demand an expla- 
nation of lady Lucretia. She, in the 
gaiety of her heart, trifled with his an- 
xiety. His patience was already exhauſt- 
ed, and he proceeded in his expoſtula- 
tion in language that ſhe was by no 
means prepared to endure with apathy. 
Lady Lucretia had always. been accuſ- 
tomed to deference and ſubmiſſion ; and, 

| having got over ſomething like terror 
that was at firſt inſpired by the imperi- | 
ous manner in which ſhe was now cate- 
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chiſed, her next feeling was that of the 
warmeſt reſentment. She diſdained to 
fatisfy ſo inſolent a queſtioner, and even 
"indulged herſelf in certain oblique hints 


calculated to ſtrengthen his ſuſpicions. 

For ſome time ſhe deſcribed his folly 
and preſumption in terms of the moſt 
ladicrous ſarcaſm, and then, ſuddenly 
changing her ſtyle, bid him never let her 

ſee him more except upon a footiog of 
the moſt diſtant acquaintance, as ſhe was 


determined never again to ſubject herſelf 


to ſo unworthy a treatment. She was 


happy that he had at length diſcloſed to 
her his true character, and would know 
| how-to profit of her preſent experience 
to avoid a repetition of the ſame danger. 
All this paſſed in the full career of paſ- 
ſion on both ſides, and lady Lucretia 
had no time to reflect upon what might 
be the conſequence of thus n | 
her lover. 
Count Malveſi left her in all the tor- 
$70” 5 C 3 | > ments 
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that the injuſtice might be hers or his 
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ments of frenſy. He believed chat this 


was a premeditated ſcene, to find a pre- 
rence for breaking off an engagement 
that was already all but concluded ; or 
rather his mind was racked with a thou- I 
ſand conjectures; he alternately thought 


own; and he quarrelled with lady Lu- 
cretia, himſelf and the whole world. In - 
this temper he haſtened to the hotel of 
the Engliſh -cavalier. The ſeaſon of 
expoſtulation was now over, and he 


found himſelf irreſiſtibly impelled to juſ- 


tify his precipitation with the lady, by 
taking for granted that the ſubject of his 
fuſpicion was beyond the reach of doubt, 

Mr. Falkland was at home. The 
firſt words of the count were, an abrupt 


| accuſation of duplicity in the affair of 
lady Lucretia, and a_ challenge. The 
Engliſhman had an unaffe&ed eſteem for 
Malveſi, who was in reality a man f 
| conſiderable merit, and who had been 


one 
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one of Mr. Falkland's earliefloItalian ac+ 
quaintance, they having originally met 
at Milan. But more than this, the poſ- 
ſible conſequence of a duel in the preſent 


inſtance burſt upon his mind. He had 
the warmeſt admiration for lady Lucre- 


tia, though his feelings were not thoſe of 


a lover : and he knew that, however her 


| haughtineſs might endeavour to diſguiſe 


it, ſhe was eee with a tender ro- 
gard for count Malve. He could not 


bear to think that any miſconduct of his 


ſhould interrupt the proſpects of ſo de- 


ſerving a pair. Guided by theſe ſenti- 


ments, he endeavoured to ex poſtulate 


with the Italian. But his attempts were 


ineffectual. His antagoniſt was drunk 
wich choler, and would not liſten to a 
word that tended to check the impetu- 


oſity of his thoughts. He traverſed the 
room with perturbed ſteps, and even 
foamed with anguiſh and fury. Mr. 


Falkland, finding that. it was all to no 
"EW * 
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purpoſe, told the count that, if he would 
return tomorrow at the ſame hour, he 
would attend him to any ſcene of action 
he ſhould think proper to ſele&. 
From count Malveſi Mr. Falkland 
immediately proceeded to the palace of 
Piſani, Here he found confiderable dif- 
ficulty in appeaſing the indignation of 
lady Lucretia. His ideas of honour would 
by no means allow him to win her to his 
purpoſe by diſcloſing he cartel he had te- 
ceived, though he warſcergcly determi- 
ned never to draw his ſword in the pre- 
ſent quarrel; otherwiſe that diſcloſure 
would immediately have operated as the 
ſtrongeſt motive with this diſdainful 
beauty. But, though ſhe dreaded ſuch 
an event, the vague apprehenſion was not 
ſtrong enough to induce her inſtantly to 
ſurrender all the ſtatelineſs of her reſent- 
ment. Mr. Falkland however drew ſo 
Intereſting a picture of the diſturbance 
of count Malveſi's mind, and accounted 


> 
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in ſo Ganedig a manner for the abrupt- 


neſs of his conduct, that this, together 
with the arguments he adduced, com- 


pleted. the conqueſt of lady Lucretia's 
reſentment. Having thus far accom- 


pliſhed his purpoſe, he proceeded to diſ- 


cloſe to her every thing that had paſſed. 


T he next day count Malveſi appeared, 


| punctual to his appointment, at Mr. 


Falkland's hotel. Mr. Falkland came 
to the door to receive him, but requeſted 


him to enter the houſe for a moment, as 


he had ſtill an affair of three minutes to 


qiſpatch. They proceeded to a parlour. 


Here Mr. Falkland left him, and pre- 
ſently returned leading in lady Lucretia 


herſelf, adorned in all her charms, and 
thoſe charms heightened upon the preſent 
occaſion by a conſciouſneſs of the ſpi- 
rited and generous condeſcenſion ſhe was. 
now exerting. Mr. Falkland led her up 
to the aſtoniſhed count; and ſhe, gently 
7 laying her hand upon the arm of her 


OE”. lover, 
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lover, exclaimed with the moſt ee 
grace, Will you allow me to retract the 
precipitare haughtineſs into which I was 
betrayed ? The enraptured count, ſcarce- 
1y able to believe his ſenſes, threw him- 
ſelf upon his knees before her, and ſtam- 
mered out a reply, ſignifying that the 
precipitation had been all his own, that 
he only had any forgiveneſs to demand, 
and, though they might pardon, he 
could never pardon himſelf for the facri- 


lege he had committed againſt her and 


this godlike Engliſhman. ' As ſoon as 
the firſt tumults of his joy had ſubſided, 
Mr. Falkland addreſſed him thus: 


« Count Malvefi, I feel the utmoſt | 


pleaſure in having thus by peaceful 

means difarmed your refentment, and 
effected your happineſs. But I muſt _ - 
confeſs you put me to a ſevere trial. My 

temper is not lefs impetuous and fiery - 
than your own, and it is not. at all times 
that I ſhould have been thus able to fub» 
| 88 due 


'CALEB WILLIAMS. "> 


due it. But 1 conſidered that in reality 
the original blame was mine. Though 
your ſuſpicion was groundleſs, it was 
not abſurd, We have been trifling too 
much in the face of danger. I ought 
not, under the preſent weakneſs of our 
nature and forms of ſociety, to have been 
ſo aſſiduous in my attendance upon this 
enchanting woman. It would have been 
little wonder, if, having ſ@ many oppor- 
tunities, and playing the preceptor with 
her as I have done, I had been entangled 
before I was aware, and harboured a wiſh 
which I might nor afterwards have had 
courage to ſubdue. I owed you an v 
atonement for this imprudence. 
e But the laws of honour are in the ut⸗ 
moſt degreè rigid, and there was reaſon 
to fear that, however anxious I were to 


be your friend, I might be obliged to be 


your murderer. Fortunately the reputa- N 
tion of my courage is ſufficiently eſta- 
| bliſhed, not toexpoſe it to any impeach- 
e C 
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ment by my declining your preſest de- 
© fiance. It was lucky however that in our 
interview of yeſterday you found me 
alone, and that accident by that means 
threw the management of the affair into 
my diſpoſal. If the tranſaction ſnould 
become known, the conclufion will now 
become known along with the provo- 
cation, and 1 am ſatisfied. But, if che 
challenge had been public, the proofs I 
had formerly given of courage would 
not have excuſed my preſent modera- 
tion; and, though deſirous to have 
avoided the combat, it would not have 
been in my power. Let us hence each 
of us learn to avoid haſte and indiſcre- 
tion, the conſequences of which may be 
inexpiable but with blood; and max 
heaven bleſs you in a conſort of whom I . 
deem you every way worthy !? _ 
I have already faid that this was by no 
means the only inſtance in the courſe of 
ws ve. in which: Me. Falkland ac- 
quitted _ 
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quitted himſelf in the moſt brilliant Py 
manner as a man of gallantry and vir- | 
tue. He continued abroad during ſeve- 

ral years, every one of which brought | 
ſome freſh acceſſion to the eſtimation in 
which he was held, as well as to his own 
impatience of ſtain or diſhonour. At 1 
length he thought proper to return to 
England, with the intention of ſpending 


the reſt of his days at the reſidence of 
his anceſtors. | 
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CHAP. III. 


CY 


We the moment 4 entered upon 
the execution of this purpoſe, dictated 
as-it probably was by an unaffected prin- 
eiple of duty, his misfortunes took their 
commencement. All I have further to 
ſtate of his hiſtory is the uninterrupted 
perſecution of a malignant deſtiny, a 
ſeries of adventures that ſeemed to take 
their riſe in various accidents, but point- 
ed to one termination. Him they over- 
whelmed with an anguiſh he was of all 
others leaſt qualified to bear; and theſe 
waters of bitterneſs, extending -beyond 
him, poured their deadly venom upon 
others, I being myſelf the moſt unfortu- 
nate of their victims. 

The perſon in whom theſe calamities 
originated, was Mr. Falkland's neareſt 


* A 
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neighbour, a man of eſtate equal to his 
own, by name, Barnabas Tyrrel. ; This 
man one might at firſt have ſuppoſed of all 
others leaſt qualified from inſtruction, or 
inclined by the habits of his life, to diſturb 
the enjoyments of a mind ſo richly en- 
dowed as that of Mr. Falkland. Mr. 
Tyrrel might have paſſed for a true mo- 
del of the Engliſh ſquire. He was early 
left under the tuition of his mother, a 
woman of narrow capacity, and who had 
no other child. The only remaining 
member of che family it may be neceſ- 
: fary to notice, was miſs Emily Melvile, 
the orphan daughter of Mr. Tyrrel's pa- 
ternal aunt ; who now reſided in the fami- 
ly manſion, and was w/:oHy dependent on 
the benevolence of its proprietors. - Mrs. 
Tyrrel appeared to think that there was 
nothing in the world ſo precious, as her 
hopeful Barnabas. Every thing muſt 
give way to his accommodation and ad- 
Vantage; every one * yield che moſt 
ſervile 
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ſervile obedience to his commands. | He, 
muſt not be teaſed or reſtricted by any 
forms of inſtruction; and of conſequence ; 
his proficiency, even in the arts of writ- 
ing and reading, was extremely ſlender. 
From his birth he was muſcular, and 
ſturdy ; and, confined to the ruelle of his 
mother, he made much ſuch a figure as 
the whelp-lion that a barbarian might _ 
have given for a lap-dog to his miſtreſs. 
But he ſoon broke looſe from theſe 
trammels, and formed an acquaintance 
with the groom and the game-keeper., 
Under their inſtruction he proved as 
ready a ſcholar, as he had been indotile. 


and reſtive to the pedant who held the 


office of his tutor. It was now evident 
that his ſmall proficiency i in literature was 
by no means to be aſcribed to want of ca- 
pacity. He diſcovered no contem ptible 
ſagacity and quick. wittedneſs in the 
ſcience of horſe-fleſh, and was eminently 
. in the arts of ſhooting, fiſhing 
and 
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and hunting. Nor did he confine him- 
ſelf to theſe, but added the theory and 
practice of boxing, cudgel-play and 
quarter-ſtaff. Theſe exerciſes added 
tenfold robuſtneſs and vigour. to bis for- 
mer qualifications. we | 
His ſtature, when grown, was ſome=- 
what more than ſix feet, and his form 
might have been ſelected by a painter 
as 2 model for that hero of antiquity, 
| Whoſe proweſs conſiſted in felling an ox 
wich his fiſt, and devouring him at a 
meal. Conſcious of his advantage in 
this reſpect, he was inſupportably arro- 
gant, tyrannical to his inferiors, and 
inſolent to his equals. The activity of 
his mind being diverted from the genuine 
field of utility and diſtinction, ſhowed | 
itſelf in the rude tricks of an overgrown 
lubber. Here, as im all his other quali- 
fications, he roſe above his competitors 3 
and if it had been poſſible to overlook 
the cala and unrelenting diſpoſitian 
which 
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which they manifeſted, one could 
ſcarcely have denied his applauſe to 
the invention theſe freaks diſplayed, and 
the rough, ſarcaſtic wit with which 
they were accompanied. | 
Mr. Tyrrel was by no means inclined 
to permit theſe extraordinary merits to 
ruſt in oblivion. There was a weekly 
aſſembly at the neareſt market-town, the 
reſort of all the rural gentry, Here he 
had hitherto figured to the greateſt ad- 
vantage, as grand maſter of the coterie, 
no one having an equal ſhare of opu- 
| lence, and the majority, though ſtill pre- 
tending to the rank of gentry, greatly his 
inferiors in this eſſential article. The 
young men in this circle looked up to 
this inſolent baſhaw with timid reſpect, 
conſcious of the comparative eminence 
that unqueſtionably belonged to the 
powers of his mind; and he well knew 
how to maintain his rank with an inflexi- 
dle hand. Frequently indeed he relax- 
| | ed 
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rary appearance of affableneſs and fami- 


harity ; but they found by experience, 
that, if any one, encouraged by his con- 
deſcenſion, forgot the deference which 


Mr. Tyrrel confidered as his due, he 
was ſoon taught to repent his preſump- 

tion. It was a tyger that thought pro- 

per to toy with a mouſe, the little ant» 
mal every moment in danger of being 


cruſhed by the fangs of his ferocious aſ- 
ſociate. As Mr, Tyrrel had conſider. 


able copiouſneſs of ſpeech, and a rich, 


always ſure of an audience. His neigh= 
bours crowded round, and joined in the 


ready laugh, partly from obſequiouſneſs, 


and partly from unfeigned admiration. 
It frequently happened however that, in 


the midſt of his good humour, a cha- 


racteriſtic refinement of tyranny would 
| ſuggeſt itſelf to his mind. When his 
fubjeds, encouraged by his familiarity 


had 
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had diſcarded their precaution, the way⸗ 
ward fit would ſeize him, a ſudden cloud f 
overſpread his brow, his voice transform 
from the pleaſant to the terrible, and a 


quarrel of a ftraw immediately enſue with 


the firſt man whoſe face he did not like. 
The pleaſure that reſulted to others from 
the exuberant ſallies of his imagination 
was therefore not unalloyed with ſudden 


qualms of apprehenſion and terror. It 


may be believed that this deſpotiſm did 
not gain its final aſcendaney without 


being conteſted in the outſet. But all 


_ oppoſition was quelled with a high hand ; 
by this rural Antzus. By the afcen- 
R dancy of his fortune, and his character ö 


among his neighbours, he always re- 


; duced his adverfary to the neceſſity of - 
. encountering him at his own weapons, 


and did not diſmiſs him without making 
him feel his preſumption through every 


joint in his frame. The tyranny of Mr. 


* would not have been ſo en 
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endured; had not his colloquial a accom- 


pliſhments perpetually come in aid of 5 


that authority which his rank and prow- 
ess originally obtained. 

The ſituation of our fquire with the 
fair, was ſtill more enviable than that ; 
which he maintained among perſons of 
his own ſex. Every mother taught her 
daughter to conſider the hand of Mr. 
Tyrrel as the higheſt object of her ambi- 
tion. Every daughter regarded his ath- 
letic form and his acknowledged proweſs 5 
with a favourable eye. As no man was 
adventurous enough to conteſt his ſupe- | 
riority, ſo ſcarcely any woman in this 1 
provincial circle would have ſcrupled to | 
prefer his addreſſes to thoſe of any other 
admirer. His boiſterous wit had pecu- 
liar charms for them ; and there was no 
ſpectacle more flattering to their vanity, | 
than the ſceing this Hercules exchange | 
bis club for a diſtaff. It was pleaſing 
to them to conſider thas the. fangs of this | 

| wild 


* 
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wild beaſt, the very idea of which inſpi- 


red trepidation into the boldeſt hearts, 


might be played with by them with the | 


utmoſt ſecurity. 
Such was the rival that Comes in ber 
caprice had reſerved for the accompliſh- 


: ed Falkland. This untamed, though 
not undiſcerning, brute, was found ca- 


pable of deſtroying the proſpects of a 
man, the moſt eminently qualified to en- 
joy and to communicate happineſs. The 
feud that ſprung up between them was 
nouriſhed by concurring circumſlances, 


till it attained a magnitude difficult to 


be paralleled ; and, becauſe they regard- 
ed each other with a deadly hatred, I 


have become an object of 7 and | 


abhorrence. 


The arrival of Mr. Falkland gave an 


alarming ſhock to the authority of Mr. 


Tyrrel in the village aſſembly, and in 


all ſcenes of indiſcriminate reſort. His 
_ diſpoſition by no means inclined him to 
6 


with- 


— 
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_ withhold himſelf from ſcenes of ffhion- 
able amuſement ; and he and his compe- 


titor were like two ſtars fated never to ap- 


| pear at once above the horizon. The ad- 


vantages Mr. Falkland poſſeſſed in the 


compariſon are palpable; and, had it 


been otherwiſe, the ſubjects of his rural 
neighbour were ſufficiently diſpoſed to 


revolt againſt his. mercileſs dominion. 


They had hitherto ſubmitted from fear, 
and not from love and, if they had not 
rebelled, it was only for want of a leader. _ 
Even the ladies regarded Mr. Falkland 


with particular complacence. His po- 


liſhed manners were peculiarly in har- 


mony with feminine delicacy. The ſal- 


lies of his wit were- far beyond thoſe of 
Mr. Tyrrel in variety and vigour; in 


addition to which they had the advan= 


tage of having their ſpontaneous exu- 
berance guided and reſtrained by the- 
fa; acity of a cultivated . mind, The 
on of his ae were enhanced by 

5 the 


— 
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the elegance of his deportment; and the 
. benevolence and liberality of his temper 
were upon all occaſions conſpicuous. It 
was common indeed to Mr. Tyrrel, to- 
gether with Mr. Falkland, to be little ac- 
cCeeſſible to ſentiments of awkwardneſs and 
ceonfuſion. But for this Mr. Tyrrel was 
indebted to a ſelf-ſatisfied effrontery and 
a boiſterous and overbearing elocution 
by which he was accuſtomed to diſ- 
comfit his aſſailants; while Mr. Falk- 
land, with great ingenuity and candour 
of mind, was enabled, by his extenſive 
knowledge of the world and acquaint- | 
ance with his own reſources, to perceive 
- almoſt inſtantaneouſly the proceeding it it 
moſt became him to adopt. 
MI. Tyrrel contemplated the r 
of his rival with uneaſineſs and aver- 
ſion. He oſten commented upon it to 
5 bis particular confidents as a thing alto- 
ge gether inconceivable. Mr. Falkland he 
| deſcribed as an animal that was beneath 


contem .. 
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contempt. Diminutive arid dwarfſh' in 
his form, he wanted to ſet up a new ſtan- 


miſerable condition. He wiſhed to per: 
ſuade people that the human ſpecies 
were made to be nailed to a chair, and to 
pore over books. He would have them 

exchange thoſe robuſt exerciſes which 
make us joyous in the performance and 


vigorous in the conſequences, for the 


wiſe labour of ſcratching our heads for 
a rhyme and counting our fingers for a 


_ verſe. Monkeys were as good men as 


theſe. A natien of ſuch animals would 
have no chance with a angle regiment 
of the old Engliſh votaries of beef and 


pudding. He never ſaw any thing come 


of learning but to make people foppiſh 
and impertinent; and a ſenſible man 


would not wiſh a worſe. calamity to the - 
enemies of his nation, than to ſee them 


run mad after ſuch pernicious abſurdi- 
„Ie Was impoſſible that people 


\ 


"Hos. I, | F< could 
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could ſeriduſly feel any liking for ach a 
_ ridiculous piece of goods as this out- 
-landifh, foreign · made Engliſhman, But 

he knew very well how it was: it 

was a miſerable piece of mummery 
that was played only in ſpite to him. 

But God for ever blaſt his ſoul, if he 

were not- bitterly aa u Pon them 

| If uch were 0 POPs Fee of Mr. | 

Tyrrel, his patience found ample exer- 

ciſe in the language which was held by 
the reſt of his neighbours on the ſame | 

ſubject. While he ſaw' nothing in Mr. 
Falkland but matter for contempt, they 
appeared to be never weary of recount= 
ing his praiſes. Such dignity, ſuch af- 
fability, ſo perpetual an attention to the 
happineſs of others, ſuch delicacy of ſen- 
timent and expreſſion: Learned without 
oftentation, refined without foppery, ele- 
Sant without efffminacy ! Perpetually 
anxious to prevent his ſuperiority from 
being 


* 
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being painfully felt, it was felt ſo much 
the more certainly, and excited congta- 
tulation inſtead of envy in the ſpectator. 
It is. ſcarcely neceſſary to remark, that 
the revolution of ſentiment in this rural 
vicinity, belongs to one of the moſt ob- 
vious features of the human mind. The 
rudeſt exhibition of art is at firſt ad- 
mired; till a nobler is preſented, and we 
are taught to wonder at the facility with 
which before we had been ſatisfied. Mr. 
Tyrrel thought there would be no end 
to the commendation; and expected 


| when their common. acquaintance would 1 


fall down and adore the intruder. The 
moſt inadvertent expreſſion of applauſe 
inflicted upon him the torment of de- 
mons. He writhed with agony, his fea- 
tures became diſtorted; and his looks 
inſpired: terror. Such ſuffering would 

probably have ſoured the kindeſt tem- 5 
ky what muſt have been its effect upon 
„„ = * 
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Mr. Tyrrel's, Aways Herce, unreleming 


and abrupt? 9 0 


TI ̃ be advantages of Mr. Falkland ſeem- | 
ed by no means to diminiſh with their 
novelty. Every new ſufferer from Mr. 


Tyrrel's tyranny immediately went over 


to the ſtandard of his adverſary. The 


ladies, though treated by their ruſtic 


ſwain with more gentleneſs than the men, 


were occaſionally expoſed to his capri- 
ciouſneſs and inſolence. They could 


not help remarking the contraſt be- 


tween theſe two leaders in the fields of 
Venus, the one of whom paid no atten- 


tion to any one's pleaſure but his! « own, 


while the other ſeemed all good humour 
and benevolence. _ It was in vain that 


Mr. Tyrrel endeavoured to reſtrain the 
ruggedneſs of his character. His mo- 
tive was impatience, his thoughts were 
gloomy, and his courtſhip was like the 


pawings of an elephant. It appeared as 
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if his temper had been more human while 
he indulged it in its free bent, than now 

that he ſullenly endeavoured to put fet- 
ters upon its exceſſes. 

Among. the ladies of the ld | 
aſſembly already mentioned, there was 
none that ſeemed to engage more of the 
kindneſs of Mr. Tyrrel than Miſs Har- 
dingham. She was alſo one of the few 
that had not yet gone over to the enemy, 
either becauſe ſhe really preferred the 
gentleman who was her oldeſt acquaint- 
ance, or that ſhe conceived from calcu- 
lation this: conduct beſt adapted to in- 
ſure her ſucceſs in a huſpand: One day 
however ſhe: thought proper, probably 
only by way of experiment, to ſhow Mr. 

Tyrrel that ſhe could engage in hoſtili- 
ties, if he ſhould at any time give her 
ſufficient provocation. She ſo adjuſted 
ber manœuvres as to be engaged by Mr. 

Falkland as his partner for ihe dance of 

15 evening, e without the ſmalleſy 

81 5 3 intention 
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intention on the part of that gentleman, 
who was unpardonably deficient in the 
feiences of anecdote and match-making, 
of giving offence to his country neigh- 
bour. Though the manners of Mr. 
Falkland were condeſcending and atten- 
tive, his hours of retirement were princi- 
pally occupied in contemplations too 
dignified for feandal, and too large for 
the altereations of a veſtry, or the e 5 
of an election- borough. 5 5 
A ſhort time before the dances began, | 
Mr. Tyrrel went up to lis fair innamo- 
rata, and entered into ſome trifling con- 
verſation with her to fill up the time, as 
intending in a few minutes to lead her 
„ forward to the field. He had accuſtom- 
ed himfelf to neglec the ceremony of 
ſoliciting beforehand a promiſe in his fa- 
vour, as not ſuppoſing it poſſible that any 
= one would. dare to diſpute bis beheſts; 


; and, had it been otherwiſe, he would 
6 have thought the formality unneceſſary 
h 
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in this caſe, his general preference to 
Miſs Hardingham being notorious. 
While he was thus engaged, Mr. 
Falkland came up. Mr. Tyrrel always 
regarded him with averſion and loathing. 
Mr. Falkland however ſlided in a grace- 
ful and unaffected manner into the con- 
verſation already begun, and the ani- 
mated ingenuouſneſs of his manner was 
ſuch, as might for the time have difarm- 
ed the devil of his malice. Mr. Tyrret 
probably conceived that his accoſting 
Miſs Hardingham was an accidental 
piece of general ceremony, and expected 
every moment when he would withdraw 
to another part of the room. 1 
The company now began to be Ins 
motion for the dance, and Mr. Falk- 
land ſignified as much to Miſs Harding- 
ham. — Sir, interrupted Mr. Tyrrel ab- 
ruptly, that lady is my partner.—I 
believe not, ſir: that lady has been ſo 
3 as to accept my invitation.—1 
= tell 


=o, * ADVENTURES or 


tell you, fir, no. Sir, 1 have a an intereſt 
In that lady's affections; - and 1 will ſuf. 
fer no man to intrude upon my claims. — 
The lady's affections are not the ſubject 
of the preſent queſtion.— Sir, it is to no 
purpoſe to parley. Make room, fir !— 
Mr. Falkland gently repelled his anta- 
goniſt.— Mr. Tyrrel ! returned he with 
ſome firmneſs, let us have no altercation. 
in this buſineſs : the maſter of the cere- 


monies is the proper perſon to decide in. 
a difference of this ſort, if we cannot 


adjuſt it: we can neither of us intend to 
exhibit our valour before the ladies, and 
| ſhall therefore chearfully ſobmit to his 
verdict. Damn me, ſir, if I underſtand. 
— Softly, Mr. Tyrrel; I intended you | 
no offence. But, fir, no power on earth 
ſhall prevent my aſſerting that to which 
1 have once acquired a claim bs. | 

Mr. Falkland uttered theſe words a | 
the moſt unruffled temper in the world. 
The tone in which he ſpoke had acquire 

its | ed 
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ed elevation, but neither roughneſs nor 
impatience. - There was a faſcination in 
his manner, that made the ferociouſneſs 
of his antagoniſt ſubſide into impotence. 
Miſs Hardingham had begun to repent 
of her experiment, but her alafm was 
ſpeedily quieted by the dignified com- 
poſure of her new partner. Mr. Tyrrel 
walked away without anſwering a wor c. 
| He muttered curſes as he went, which 
the laws of honour did not oblige Mr. | 
: Falkland to overhear, and which indeed | 
it would have been no eaſy taſk to have | 
overheard with accuracy. Mr. Tyrrel : 
| 


would not perhaps have fo eaſily given 
up his point, had not his own good ſenſe 

preſently taught him that, however eager 
he might be for revenge, this was not the 
ground he ſhould deſire to occupy. But, 

; though he could not openly reſent this 
rebellion againſt his authority, he brood= | 
ed over it in the receſſes of a malignant 
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CHAP. iv. 


Tais I S\ was only. g one out af; innumer- 
able inſtances. that every day ſeemed to 
multiply, of petty mortifications which 

Mr. Tyrrel was deſtined to endure on 

the part of Mr. Falkland. In all of 

them Mr. Falkland conducted himſelf 
with ſuch unaffected propriety, as per- 
petually t to add to the ſtock of his re- 
putation. The more Mr. T yrrel ſtrug- 
gled with his misfortune, the more con- 

ſpicuous and inveterate it became. A 
thouſand times he curſed his ſtars, which 

took, as he apprehended, az malicious 
pleaſure in making Mr. Falkland at 
every turn the inſtrument of his humi- 

lation. _ Smarting under a ſucceſſion of 
untoward events, he appeared to feel in 
the moſt exquiſite. manner the diſtinc- 
tions paid. to his adverſary, even in thoſe 

_— i 1 | 
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points in which he had not the ſlighteſt 
pretenſions. An inſtance of this now 
occurred. Be = ET 
Mr. Clare, a poet whoſe works bave 
done immortal honour to the country 
that produced him, had lately retired, 
after a life ſpent in the ſublimeſt efforts 
. of genius, to enjoy the produce « of his 
economy and the reputation he had ac- 
quired, in this very neighbourhood. 
Such an inmate was looked up to by the 
country. gentlemen with a degree of ado- 
ration. They felt a conſcious pride in 
| recollecting, that the boaſt of England 
was a native of their vicinity; and they 
were by no means deficient in grati- 
tude, when they ſaw him, who had 
left them an adventurer, returir.into the 
midſt of them i in the cloſe of his days, 
crowned with honours and opulence, 
The reader is acquainted with his works ; 
be has probably dwelt upon them with 
| pon; ; and I need not remind him of 


; their 


— 
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their excellence. But he is bei a” . 
ſtranger to his perſonal qualifications.” „ 
He does not know that his productions 
were ſcarcely more admirable than his 
converſation. In company he ſeemed 
to be the only perſon ignorant of the 
greatneſs of his fame. To the world his 
writings will long remain a kind of ſpe- 8 
cimen of what the human mind i is capa- 
ble of performing; but no man perceiv- 
ed their defects ſo acutely as he, or ſaw ſo. 
diſtinctly how much yet remained to be 
effected. He alone appeared to look. 
upon his works with ſuperiority and in- 
difference. One of the features that moſt 
eminently diſtinguiſhed him was a per- 5 
petual ſuavity of manners, a compre-- 
henfiveneſs of mind, that regarded the 
errors of others without a particle of re- 
ſentment, and made i it impoſſible for any 
one to be his enemy. He pointed out 
to men their miſtakes with frankneſs and 
vnrelerve: his remonſtrances produced 


$ -- ohh | aſtoniſh= 


62 ADVENTURES or 


aſtoniſhment and conviction, but wü 
out uneaſineſs, in the party to whom, 
they were addreſſed: they felt the inſtru- , 
ment that was employed to correct their 
irregularities, but it never mangled what 
it was intended to heal. Such were the 
moral qualities that diſtinguiſhed him 
among his acquaintance. The intellec- | 
tual accompliſhments he exhibited, were 
principally a tranquil. and mild enthu- 

ſiaſm, and a richneſs. of conception 
that dictated ſpontaneouſly to his tongue, 
and flowed with ſo. much caſe, that 
it was only by retroſpect you could 
be made aware of the amazing va- 
riety of ideas that had been bre 
A 
MI. Clare certainly found 50 men in 
this remote ſituation that were capable of 
participating, in his ideas and amuſe- 
ments. It has been among the weakneſſes 
of great men to fly to ſolitude, and 


converſe with woods and gfoVeg., rather 
than 


— 
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an id 2 cirele of ſtrong and conn | 
prehenſive minds like their own From 
the moment of Mr. Falkland s arrival in 
the neighbourhood, Mr. Clare diſtin» 
eos in che moſt flattering man- 
ner. To ſo penetrating a genius there 
was no need of long experience and pa» © 
tient obſervation to diſcover the merits 
and defects of any character that pre- 
ſented itſelf. The materials of his judg · 
ment had long ſince been accumulated; 
and at the cloſe of fo illuſtrious a life he 
might almoſt be ſaid to fee through na- 
ture at a glance. What wonder that he 
took ſome intereſt in a mind in a certain 
degree congenial with his own? But to 
Mr. Tyrrel's difeaſed i Imagination, every 
diſtinction beſtowed on his neighbour 
ſeemed to be expreſsly intended as an 
inſult to him. On the other hand Mr. 
Clare, though gentle and benevolent in 
his remonſtrances to a degree that made 
the taking offence impoſ 


— 
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no means n of praiſe, or a 
to make uſe of the deference that was 
paid him, for the en of nenn 
en to merit. 

It happened at one of choſe wikile- 
meetings at which Mr. Falkland and 
Mr. Tyrrel were preſent, that the con- 
verſation, in one of the moſt numerous 
ſets into which the company was broken, 

turned upon the poetical talents of che 
former. A lady, who was preſent, and 
was diſtinguiſhed for the acuteneſs of 
her underſtanding, ſaid, ſhe had been 
favoured with the fight of a poem he. 
had juſt written, entitled, an Ode to the 
Genius of Chivalry, which appeared to 
her of exquiſite merit. The curioſity 
of the company was immediately ex- 
cited, and the lady added, ſhe had a 
copy in her pocket, which would be very 
much at their ſervice, provided its being 
thus produced would not be diſagree- 
able to the author. T be whole circle 
5 | imme - 
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Jankiſutiately: intreated Mr. Falkland to 


comply with their wiſhes, and Mr. Clare, 


who was one of the company, inforced 
their petition. | Nothing gave this gen- 


tleman ſo much pleaſure as to have an op- 
portunity of witneſſing and doing juſtice 


to the exhibition of intellectual excel- 


lence. Mr. Falkland had no falſe mo- 


deſty or affectation, and therefore W 
yielded his conſent. 


Mr. Tyrrel accidentally Cat at hath ex - 


tremity of this cirele. It cannot be ſap- 
poſed that the turn the converſation had 
taken was by any means agreeable to 
him. He appeared to wiſh to withdraw 
himſelf, but there ſeemed to be ſome un- | 
known power that as it were by enchant - 
ment retained him in bis place, and 
made him conſent to drink to the dregs 
the bitter potion which envy n me 


pared for him. 


13 


The poem was red 3 to the reſt of Tick 5 
company by Mr. Clare, whoſe elocution 
VE 8 | was 
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was ſcarcely inferior to his other accom- 
pliſhments. Simplicity, diſcrimination 
and energy conſtantly attended him! in the 
act of reading, and it is not eaſy to conceive 
4. more refined delight than fell to the lot 
of thoſe who had the good fortune to be 
his auditors. The beauties of Mr. Falk- 
land's poem were accordingly exhibited 
with every advantage. The ſucceſſive 
paſſions of the author were communi- 
cared: to the reader. What was impe- 
tuous and what was ſolemn were deli. 
vered with a reſponſive: feeling, and a, 
fing and unlaboured tone. The pic- 
tures eonjured up by the creative fancy 
of the poet were placed full to view, at 
one time overwhelming the ſoul with ſu- 
perſtitious awe, and at another tranſ- E 
porting it with luxuriant beauty. 
The character of the hearers upon this 
| occaſion has been already deſcribed. 
Fhbey were for the moſt part plain, un- 
lettered, and of little refinement. Poetry 
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in general they read, when read at all, 
from the mere force of imitation and 
with few ſenſations of pleaſure; but this 
poem had a peculiar vein of glowing 
inſpiration. This very poem would pro- 
bably have been ſeen by many of them 
with little effect; but the accents of Mr. 
Clare carried it home to the heart. He 
ended: and, as the; countenances of his 
auditors bad! before ſympathiſed withithe 
paſſians of the compoſition, fo now they 
emulated each other in deelaning. their 
approbation. Their ſenſation were of 
a ſort to which they were little accuſe 
tomed. One ſpoke, and another follow» 
ed by a ſort of uncontrolable impulſe; 
and the rude and broken manner of thein 
commendations rendered them the more 
ſingular and remarkable. But what was 
leaſt to be endured: was the bebaviour ot 
Mr. Clare. He returned the many. 
ſeript to the lady from whom he had 
received it, and then turning to Mr. 

| | Falkland 
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Falkland faid with emphaſis and anima- 
tion: Ha !- this i is as it ſhould be. It is 
of the right ſtam p. I have ſeen too many 
hard eſſays ſtrained from the labour of 2 
pedant, and paſtoral ditties diſtreſſed in 
lack of a meaning. They are ſuch as 
you, ſir, that we want. Do not forget 
however, that the muſe was not given to 
add refinements to idleneſs, but for the 
higheſt and moſt invaluable purpoſes. | 
Act up to the magnitude of your deſtiny. 
A moment after, Mr. Clare quitted his 
| up and with Mr. Falkland and two or 
three more withdrew. As ſoon as they 
were gone, Mr: Tyrreb edged further into 
the circle. He had ſat ſilent ſo long 
that he ſeemed: ready to burſt with gait | 
and indignation. | Mighty pretty verſes, 
ſaſd he, half talking to himſelf, and not 
addreſſing any particular perſon: Js why, 
aye, the verſes are well enough.” | Dam 
nation! I ſhould like to know what a 
n of ſuch {tuff 1 is good for. 
ih | Wb 2 
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Why, ſurely, ſaid the lady whit had 
2 Mr. Falkland's ode on the 


preſent occaſion, you muſt allow that 
poetry is an. t wr and ene 
amuſement. 134 i 

Elegant, quotha!—Why, 1 Lat this 


Falkland! A puny bit of a thing! In 
the devil's name, madam, do'you think 


he would write poetry if * could Us any 


thing better? . 
ne converſation did not os here: 
The lady expoſtulated. Several other 
perſons freſn from the ſenſation they had 
felt, contributed their ſhare. . Mr. Tyr- 


rel grew more violent in his invectives, 


and found eaſe in uttering them. The 
perſons. who were able in any degree to 
cbeck his vehemence were withdrawn. 


One ſpeaker after another ſhrunk back 


into ſilence, too timid to oppoſe, or too 
indolent to contend with the fiercenefs of 


his paſſion. He found the appearance 


bo nds old: aſcendancy ; but he felt its de- 


| ceiifulneſs 


* 
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Ae. and Rey wer was 
gloomily diſſatisfied. | 

In his return from this affembly h h was 
accompanied by a young man whom ſi- 
militude of manners had rendered one of 
bis; principal confidents, and whoſe road 
home was in part the ſame as his own. 
One might have thougbt that Mr. Tyr. 
rel had ſufficiently vented his ſpleen in 
the dialogue he had juſt been holding. 
But he was unable to diſmiſs from his 
recollection / the anguiſh he had endured. 
Damn Falkland! ſaid he. What a pi- 
tiful ſcoundrel is here to make all this 
buſtle about 4 But women and fools al 
ways will be fools; there is no help for 
that! Thoſe that ſet them on have moſt 
to anſwer for; and moſt of all Mr. Clare. 
Hee is a man that -ought to know ſome- 
thing of the world, and paſt being duped 
by gewgaws and tinſel. He ſeemed too to 
have ſome. notion of things : I ſhould 
not have ſuſpected him of hallooing to 
S "If oF 
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as cry of mongrels without penalty or 
reaſon. But the world is all alike. i. Thofe 
that ſeem better than their neighbours are 
only more artful. They mean the ſame 
thing, though they take a different road. 
He deceived me for a while, but it is all 
out now. They are the makers of the 
miſchief. Fools might blunder, but they 
would not perſiſt, if people that ought to 
ſet them _ did not nn them 
to go Wrong. 7 
A few days nr this 1 Mr. 
Tyrrel was ſurpriſed to receive a viſit 
from Mr. Falkland. Mr. Falkland pro- 
ceeded without ere to Wer ae 
motive of his coming. TR 
Mr. Tyrrel, ſaid he, I am come to 
have an amicable explanation with you. 
Explanation! What is my offence ?, 
None in the world, ſir; and for that 
reaſon J conceive this the fitteſt time to 
come to a right underſtanding. 
Lou are in the devil of a hurry, ſir. 


| 722 ADVENTURES OF - 

| Are you clear that this haſte will not 158 

| | inſtead of make an underſtanding ? 

1 I think Tam, fir. I have great faith 
in the purity of my intentions, and I will 
Not doubt that, when you perceive. the 

8 view with which I 1 # mpg will will 

_ing]y cooperate with it. Et 0 

73 Mayhap, Mr. Falkland, we may not 

agree about that. One man thinks one 
way, and another man thinks another, 
| Mayhap Ido not think I have any great 

reaſon to be pleaſed with you already. 
It may be fo. I cannot however 
as myſelf with having given 1850 
reaſon to be diſpleaſed. le 
Well, ſir, you have no right to put 
me out of humour with myſelf. If you 
come to play upon me, and try what ſort 
= of a fellow you ſhall have to deal with, 
| | damn me, if you ſhall have any reaſon 
= . 'to hug yourſelf upon the experiment. 
| Nothing, fir, is more eaſy for us than 
to quarrel, If you d defire that, there 1 18 
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no fear that vou will find opportuni- 
ries. x, Ro EP 
Damn me, fir, if I don not believe you 3 
are come to bully me. | | 
Mr. Tyrrel! fir—have a care! 
Of what, fir >—Do you threaten me:! ? 
Damn my ſoul! who are you? what 
do you come here for? | 
The fierceneſs of Mr. Tyrrel brotiphi 
Mr. Falkland to. his recollection. 4 
1 am wrong, ſaid he. I confeſs it. 
11 * for purpoſes of peace. With 
that view J have taken the liberty to viſit 
you. Whatever therefore might be my 
feelings upon another occaſion, 1 am 


E bound to ſuppreſs them „ 
11 Hol- Well, ſir: and what have you 
2. further to offer 5 
Z Mr. Tyrrel, proceeded Mr. Falkland, | 
A you will readily imagine that the cauſe 
that brought me was not a light one. 
Nl I would not have troubled you with a bh 
# viſit but for important res ſons. My 
10 Vos. 1, © EB on 
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coming is a pledge how deeply I am my- 
ſelf impreſſed with what! have to com- 
municate. 7 . 
We are in a critical ſituation. We 
are upon the brink of a whirlpool which, 
if once it get hold of us, will render all 
further deliberation impotent. An unfor- 
tunate jealouſy ſeems to have inſinvated 
itſelf between us, which I would will- 
ingly remove; and I come to aſk your 
aſſiſtance. We are both of us nice of 
temper; we are both apt to kindle, 
and warm of reſentment. Precaution in 
this ſtage can be diſhonourable to nei- 
ther of us; the time may come when N 
we ſhall wiſh we had employed it, and 
find it too late. Why ſhould we be 
enemies? Our taſtes are different; our 
purſuits need not interfere. We both 
of us amply poſſeſs the means of happi- 
| neſs ; ; we may be reſpected by all, and 
Spend a long life of tranquillity and en- 
joyment. Will it be vile 1 in us to ex- 
change 
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change this proſpect for the fruits of 
ſtrife? A ſtrife between perſons with 
our peculiarities and our weakneſſes in- 
cludes conſequences that I ſhudder to 
think of. I fear, ſir, that it is pregnant 
with death at leaſt to one of us, and with 
misfortune and remoiſe to the ſurvivor. 
Upon my ſoul, you are a ſtrange man 
Why trouble me with your Pans 
and forebodings ? | 
Becauſe it is neceſſary to your hi 
pineſs! Becauſe it becomes me to tell 
you of our danger now, rather than 
wait till my character will allow this 
tranquillity no longer! | 
By quarrelling we ſhall but imitate 
the great maſs of mankind who could 
eaſily quarrel in our place. Let us do 
better. Let us ſhow that we have the 
magnanimity to contemn petty miſun- 
derſtandings. By chus judging we ſhall 
do ourſelves moſt ſubſtantial honour. By 
a contrary conduct we ſhall merely pre- 
8 E2 ſent 
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ſent a comedy for the amuſement of 


our acquaintance. 


Do you think ſo? there may be ſome- 


thing in that. Damn me, if I conſent 


to be the jeſt of any man living. 
Tou are right, Mr. Tyrrel. Let us 


each act in the manner beſt calculated 
to excite reſpect. We neither of us wiſh 


to change roads with the other; let us 
each ſuffer the other to purſue his own 


track unmoleſted. Be this our compact; 
and by mutual forbearance let us BY 


ſerve mutual peace. 
Saying tbis, Mr. Falkland offered bib : 

vat to Mr, Tyrrel in token of fellow- 

ſhip. Bur the geſture was too fi Ignifi- 


cant. The wayward ruſtic who ſeemed 
to have been ſomewhat impreſſed by 
what had preceded, taken as he was 
now by ſurpriſe, ſhrunk back. Mr. 


Falkland was again ready to take fire 
upon this new Ps © but he checked 


— 


All 
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All this is very unaccountable, cried 
Mr. Tyrrel. What the devil can have 
made you ſo forward, if you had not 
ſome fly purpoſe to anſwer by which L 
am to be.overreached ? 
My purpoſe, replied Mr. Falkland, is 
a manly and an honeſt purpoſe. _ Why 
ſhould you refuſe a propoſition dictated 
by reaſon, and an equal regard to the in- 
tereſt of each? Mr. Tyrrel had had 
an opportunity for pauſe, and fell back 
into his habitual character. 70 
Well, ſir, in all this I muſt own there 
is ſome frankneſs. Now I will return 
you | like for like. It | is no matter how 1 
came by it, my temper is rough, and will 
not be controlled. Mayhap you may 
think it a weakneſs, but do not defire 
to ſee it altered. Till you came, I found 
myſelf very well: I liked my neigh- 
bours, and my neighbours humoured 
me. But now the caſe is entirely alter · 
ed; and, as long as J cannot ſtir abroad 
e „ without 
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without meeting with ſome mortification 
in which you are directly or remotely 
concerned, I am determined to hate you. 
Now, fir, if you will only go out of the 
county or the kingdom, to the devil if 
you pleaſe, ſo as I may never hear of you 
any more, I will promife never to quar- 
rel with you as long as I live. Your 
rhymes and your rebuſſes, your quirks 
and your conundrums may then be. 
every thing that is grand for what I care. 
Mr. Tyrrel, be reaſonable! Might not 
I as well deſire you to leave the county, 
as you defire me? I come to ou, not 
as to a maſter, but an equal. 10 che ſo- 
ciety of men we muft have fomething to 
endure, as well as to enjoy. No man 
muſt think that the world was made for 
him. Let us take things as we find 
them; and accommodate ourſelves as 
we can to unavoidable circumſtances. > 
True, fir, all that 1s very fine talking, 
But ] return to my text; we are as God 
; made 
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made us. I am neither a philoſopher 
nor a poet, to ſet out upon a wild- goofe 
chaſe of making myſelf a different man 
from hat you find me. As for conſe- 
quences, what muſt be muſt be. As 
we brew, we muſt bake. And fo, do 
you ſee, I ſhall not trouble myſelf about 
what is to be, but ſtand up to it with a 
ſtout heart when it comes. Oaly this 1 
can tell you, that as long as I find you 
thruſt into my diſh every day, I ſhall 


hate you as bad as ſenna and valerian. 


And damn me, if I do not think I hate 


you the more for coming to-day in this 


pragmatical way when nobody ſent for 
you, on purpoſe to ſhow how much 


wiſer you are than all the world be- 
| fades. 


Mr. Tyrrel, I have done. I forefaw 


conſequences, and came as a friend. 1 
had hoped that by mutual explanation 


we ſhould have come to a better under- 


ſtanding. I am diſappointed ; but per- 


= 4 --; Le haps 


— 


/ 
haps when you coolly reflect on what has 
paſſed, you will give me credit for my 
intentions, and think that my propoſal 
was not an unreaſonable one. . 7 

Having faid this, Mr. Falkland de- 
parted. Through the interview he, no 
doubt, conducted himſelf in a manner 
that did him peculiar credit. Yer the | 

| warmth of his temper could not be en- 

tirely ſuppreſſed : and even when he was 
moſt exemplary, there was an apparent 

loftineſs in his manner that could not fail 

to irritate z and the very grandeur with 
which he ſuppreſſed his paſſions, operated 
indirectly as a taunt to his opponent, 
The interview was prompted by the 
nobleſt ſentiments ; but it unqueſtion- 
ably ſerved to widen the breach it was 
intended to heal. 

For Mr. Tyra. he had e to 
his old expedient, and unburthened the 
tumult of his thoughts to his confidential 
friend. This, cried be, 1 is a new artifice 
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of the fellow to prove his imagined 
ſuperiority. We. knew well enough that 
he had the gift of che gab. To be ſure, 
if the world were to be governed by 
words, he. would be in the right box. 
Oh, yes, he had it all hollow! But what 
Ggnifies prating > Buſineſs muſt be done 
in an other-gueſs way than that. I won- 
der what poſſeſſed me chat I did not 
kick him ! But that is all to come. This 
is only a new debt added. to. the ſcore, 
which he ſhall one day richly pay. This 
Falkland haunts me like a demon. I 
cannot wake, but I think of him. I 
cannot ſleep, but I ſee him. He poi- 
ſons all my pleaſures. I ſhould be glad 
to ſee him torn with tenter-hooks, and 
to grind his heart-ſtrings with my teeth. 
T ſhall know no joy, till I ſee him ruin- 
ed, There may be ſome things right 
about him; but he is my perpetual tor- 
ment. The thought of him. hangs like 
a. Ro: weight upon my heart, and I 
4 LS have 
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| have a right to ſhake it off. Does he 


think 1 will feel all that 1 endure for | 
nothing? : 


In ſpite of the derbi of Mr. Tyr 


rel's feelings, it is probable however he 


did ſome juſtice to his rival. He regard- 
ed him indeed with added diſlike; but 


he no longer regarded him as a deſpica- 


ble foe. He avoided his encounter; 


he forbore to treat him with random 


hoſtility ; he ſeemed to lie in wait for his 
victim, and to collect his venom for a 
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CHAP. v.. 


Ir was not long er that a malignant 
diſtemper broke out in the neighbour- 


hood, which proved fatal to many of the 
inhabitants, and was of unexampled ra- 
pidity in its effects. One of the firſt 
perſons that was ſeized with it was Mr. 
Clare. It may be conceived what grief 
and alarm this incident ſpread through _ 
the vicinity. Mr. Clare was conſidered, 
by them as ſomething more than mor- 
tal. The equanimity of his behaviour, 
bis unaſſuming carriage, his exuberant 
benevolence and goodneſs of heart, 
joined with his talents, his inoffenſi ve 


wit, and the comprehenſiveneſs of his in- 


telligence made him the idol of all that 


knew him. In the ſcene of his rural re- 
treat at leaſt, he had not an enemy. All 


E 6 mourned 
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mourned the danger that now threatened 
him. He appeared to have had the 
proſpect of long life, and of going down 
to his grave full of years and of honour, 
Perhaps theſe appearances were deceit- 
ful. Perhaps the intellectual efforts he 
had made, which were occaſionally more 
ſudden, violent and unintermitted than 
a ſtrict regard to health would have 
dictated, had laid the ſeeds of future diſ- 
eaſe, But a ſanguine obſerver would in- 
fallibly have predicted, that his tempe- 
rate habits, activity of mind and unal- 
tered chearfulneſs would be able even to 
keep death at bay for a time, and baffle 
the attacks of diſtemper, provided their 
; approach were not uncommonly rapid | 
and violent. The general affliction 
therefore was doubly pungent upon che 
preſent occaſion, | 
But no one was ſo much affected as 
Mr. Falkland. Perhaps no man ſo well 
underſtood the value of the life that was 
now 
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now at ſtake. He immediately haſtened 
to the ſpot; but he found ſome difficulty 
in gaining admiſſion. Mr. Clare, aware 


of the infectious nature of his diſeaſe, had 
given directions that as few perſons as 


poſſible ſhould approach him. Mr. 


Falkland ſent up his name. He was 


told that he was included in the general 
orders. He was not however of a temper 


to be eaſily repulſed; he perſiſted with 
obſtinacy, and at length carried his 


point, being only reminded in the firſt 


inſtance to employ thoſe precautions 


which experience has approved as moſt 
effectual for counteracting infection. 


Nie found Mr. Clare in his bedcham- 
- ber, but not in bed. He was fitting in 


his night-gown at a bureau near the win- 
dow. His appearance was compoſed 


and chearful, but death was in his coun- 
tenance. I had a great inclination, Mr. 


Falkland, faid he, not to have ſuffered 


you to come in; and yet there is not a 


i 5 perſon 
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perſon in the world it could give me 


more pleaſure to ſee, But upon ſecond. 


thoughts I believe there are few people 


that could run into a danger of this kind- 


with a better proſpect of eſcaping. In 


your caſe, at leaſt the garrifon will not, 


I truſt, be taken through the treachery 


of the commander. I cannot tell how it 


is that I, who can preach wiſdom to you, 
have myſelf been caught. But do not 


be diſcouraged by my example. I bad 


no notice of my danger, or I would have 
acquitted myſelf better. Theſe ſtrange 
ſeeds of diſtemper ſeem to float in the 
air, and to faſten upon the frame with- 
out its being poſſible for us to tell what 


Vas the method of their approach. 


Mr. Falkland, having once eſtabliſh- 


ed himſelf in the apartment of his friend, 
would upon no terms conſent to retire. 


Mr. Clare conſidered that there was per- 
haps leſs danger in this « choice, rhan in 
a frequent — from the extremes of 


Pa 
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a pure to a tainted air, and deſiſted from 
expoſtulation, Falkland, ſaid he, when 
pypou came in, I had juſt finiſhed making 
my will. I was not Pleated with what [ 
had formerly drawn up upon that ſub- 
ject, and I did not chooſe in my preſent 
ſituation to call in an attorney. In fact, 
it would be ſtrange, if a man of ſenſe 
with pure and direct intentions ſhould 
not be able to pen ſuch a function 
for himſelf. FEST 
| Mr. Clare continued to act in the ſame 
eaſy and diſengaged manner as in perfect 
health, To judge from the chearful- 
neſs of his tone and the firmneſs of his 
manner, the thought would never once 
have occurred to you that he was dying. 


He walked, he reaſoned, he jeſted, in a 


way that argued the moſt perfect ſelf- 
poſſeſſion. But his appearance changed 
perceptibly for the worſe every quarter 
of an hour. Mr. Falkland kept his eye 
N fixed upon him with min- 
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mingled ſentiments. of anxiety and ad- | 
miration. | 1 ee 

Falkland, faid he, Wk 3 . 
ed for a ſhort period abſorbed in thought, 
I feel chat I am dying. This is a ſtrange | ö 


diſtemper of mine. Yeſterday I ſeemed 


in perfect health, and to-morrow I ſhall : 


be an inſenſible corpſe. How curious is 


the line that ſeparates life and death to 


mortal men! To be at one moment ac- 


tive, gay, penetrating, with ſtores of 
knowledge at one's command, capa 


of delighting, inſtructing and ins 


mankind, and the next, lifeleſs and 
loathſome, an incumbrance upon the 


face of the earth. Such is the hiſtory of 


many men, and ſuch will be mine. 
I feel as if I had yet much to do in the 


world; but it will not be. I muſt be 
contented witch what is paſt. It is in 


vain that I muſter all my ſpirits to my 
heart. Theenemy is too mighty, and. too 


5 mercileſs for me; he will not give me 


time 
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time ſo much as to breathe. Theſe | 
things are not yet at leaſt in our power. 


They are parts of a great ſeries that is per- 


petually flowing. The general welfare, 
' the great buſineſs of the univerſe, will go 
on, though I bear no further ſhare in pro- 
moting it. That taſk is reſerved for 
younger ſtrengths, for you, Falkland, and 

ſuch as you. We ſhould be contempti- 
ble indeed, if the proſpect of human im- 
proveinent did not yield us a pure and 


perfect delight, independently of the 


queſtion of our exiſting to partake of it. 
Mankind would have litile to envy to 
future ages, if they had all N a ſere- 
nity as perfect as mine. 

Mr. Clare fat up through the vhile 


day, indulging himſelf in eaſy and chear- 


ful exertions, which were perhaps better 


calculated to refreſh and invigorate tbe 
frame, than if he had ſought repoſe in its 
direct form. Now and then he was. vi- 
ſited with a ſudden pang ; but it was no 

ſooner 
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ſooner felt, than he ſeemed to riſe. above 
it, and ſmiled at the impotence of the at- 
tack. Three or four times he was be- 
dewed with profuſe ſweats, and theſe 
again were ſucceeded by an extreme dry- 
neſs and burning heat of the ſkin. He 
was next covered with ſmall livid ſpots. 
Symptoms of ſhivering followed, but 
theſe he drove away with a determined 
reſolution. He then became tranquil 
and compoſed, and after ſome time de · 
cided to go to bed, it being already night. 
Falkland, ſaid he, preſſing bis hand, the 
taſk of dying is not ſo difficult as ſome 5 
imagine. When one looks back from 
the brink of it, one wonders that ſo total a 
ſubverſion can take place at ſo eaſy a price. 
He had now been ſome time in bed, 
and, as every thing was ſtill, Mr. F alk- 
land hoped that he ſlept.” But in that 
be was miſtaken. Preſently Mr. Clare 
threw back the curtain, and looked in 
the countenance of his friend. I cannot 
| ſleep. 
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Keep faid he. No, if I could ſleep, it 
would be the ſame thing as to recover; 


and 1 am deſtined to have the worlt 1 in 
this battle. 


Falkland, I have been thinking about 


you. I do not know any one whoſe fu- 


cure uſefulneſs I contemplate with greater 
hope. Take care of yourſelf, Do not 
let the world be defrauded of your virtues. 
I am acquainted with your weakneſs as 
well as your ſtrength. You have an im- 
petuoſity and an impatience of imagined 


diſhonour, that, if once ſet wrong, may 


make you as eminently miſchievous, as 
you will otherwiſe be uſeful, Think fe 
 rioufly of exterminating this error! 


But, if I cannot, in the brief expoſtu · 


lation my preſent ſituation will allow, 
produce this defirable change in you, 
there is at leaſt one thing I can do. I 
can put you upon your guard againſt a 
miſchief I foreſee to be imminent. Be- 
ware of Mr, Tyrrel. Do not commit the 


miſtake 
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miſtake of deſpiing him as an 8 


opponent. Petty cauſes may produce 
great miſchiefs. Mr. Tyrrel is boiſte- 
rous, rugged and unfeeling; and you are. 
too paſſionate, too acutely ſenſible of in - 
jury. It would be truly to be lamented, 
if a man ſo inferior, ſo utterly unworthy 
to be compared with you, ſhould be ca- 


pable of changing your whole hiſtory into. 


miſery and guilt. Think of this. Ie ex- 
act no promiſe from you. I would not 
ſhackle you with the fetters of ſuperſti- 
tion; I would have epo by juſ- 
tice and reaſon. 
Mr. Falkland was N affected with 
this expoſtulation. His ſenſe of the ge- 
nerous attention of Mr. Clare at ſuch a 


moment, was fo great as almoſt to deprive. 


him of utterance. He ſpoke in ſhort ſen+ 


| tences and with viſi ble effort, I will be- 


have better, replied he. Never fear me! 
Tour admonitions ſhall not be thrown 
N bo me. | | 


| MN r. 
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Mr. Clare ad verted to another fubject. 
I have made you my executor ;- vou will 


not refuſe me this laſt office of friendſhip. 
It is but a ſhort time that I have had che 


happineſs of knowing you; but in that _ 


ſhort time I have examined you Well, 
and ſeen you thoroughly. Do not diſ- 
appoint the wr. anna. _ I have enter. 
cained'! +1 5 
I have left ſome e My former 
connections, while I lived amidſt the 
buſy haunts of men, as many of them as 
were intimate, are all of them dear to me. 
I have not had time to ſummon them 
about me upon the preſent occaſion, nor 
did I defire it. The remembrances of 
me will, I hope, anſwer a better purpoſe 
than ſuch as are uſually en ws on 
ſimilar occaſions. | 0 
Mr. Clare, having thus ünturtbengd 
bis mind, ſpoke no more for ſeveral 
hours. Towards morning Mr. Falkland 
quietly withdrew the curtain, and looked 


— 


at 


—— 
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at the dying man. His eyes were open, 
and were now gently turned towards his 
young friend, His countenance was 
ſunk, and of a death-like appearance. 
1 hope you are better, ſaid Falkland in a 
half-whiſper, as if afraid of diſturoing aim. 
Mr. Clare drew his hand from the bed- 
clothes, and ftretched it forward; Mr. 
Falkland advanced, and took hold of it. 
Much better, ſaid Mr. Clare in a voice 
inward and hardly articulate; the ſtrug- 
gle is now over; I have finiſhed my part; 
farewel; remember ! Theſe were his 
laſt words. He lived ſtill a few hours; 
his lips were ſometimes ſeen ee he 
expired without a groan. _ 
"Mr. Falkland had witneſſed the Tow 
With much anxiety. His hopes of a fa- 
vourable criſis, and his fear of diſturbing 
the laſt moments of his friend, had held 
kim dumb. For the laſt balf hour he 
had ſtood up with his eyes intently fixed 
upon Mr. Clare. He witneſſed the laſt 
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zaſp, the laſt little convulſive motion of 


the frame. He continued to look ; he 


_ ſometimes imagined that he ſaw life re- 


newed. At length he could deceive 


| himſelf no longer, and exclaimed with 


a diſtracted accent, And is this all? 
He would have thrown himſelf upon the 
body of his friend; the attendants with- 
beld, and would have forced him into 
another apartment. But he ſtruggled 


from them, and hung fondly over the 


bed. Is this the end of genius, virtue, 
and excellence? Is the luminary of the 
world thus for ever gone? Oh, yeſter- 


day ! yeſterday ! Clare, why could not 
1 have died in your ſtead? Dreadful mo- 


ment Irre parable loſs! Loſt in the very 
maturity and vigour of his mind! Cut 
off from a uſefulneſs ten thouſand times 
greater than any he had already exhibited! 
Oh, his was a mind to bave inſtructed 
ſages, and guided the moral world | This 


is all we have left of him ! The elo- 


quence 
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Hhtvrs of thoſe lips 18 gone The in- 
ceſſant activity of that heart is ſtill! The : 
beſt and wiſeſt of men is gone, and the 


world is inſenſible of its loſs ! 
Mr. Tyrrel heard the cs of 
Mr. Clare's death with emotion, but of a 


different kind. He avowed that he had 
not forgiven him his partial attachment 
to Falkland, and therefore could not 
recal his remembrance with kindneſs. 
But, if he could have overlooked his paſt 
injuſtice, - ſufficient: care, it ſeems, was 


taken to keep alive his refentment. 
Falkland forſooth attended him on his 


death- bed, as if nobody elſe were wor- 


thy of his confidential communications. 
But what was worſt of all was this execu- 
torſhip. In every thing this pragmatical - 


r aſcal throws me behind. Contemptible | 
wretch, that has nothing of the- man 


about him! Muſt he perpetually tram- 
ple on his betters ? Is every body inca- 


one of ſaying what kind of fu a man 


g 18 : 


— 
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is made of ? caught with mere outſide ? 


chooſing the flimſy before the ſubſtan- 


tial? And upon his death-bed too]! [ Mr. 


Tyrrel with his uncultivated brutality 


mixed, as uſually happens, certain rude 
notions of religion. ] Sure the ſenſe bu 
his ſituation might have ſhamed him. 


Poor wretch ! his ſoul has a great deal to 


anſwer for.” He has made my pillow 


uneaſy ; and, whatever may be the con- 
. it is he we have to thank bor 
re 


perſon who could moſt effectually have 


moderated the animokities of the contend- 


ing parties, and took away the great 


operative check upon the exceſſes of Mr. 


Tyrrel. This ruſtie tyrant had been 
held in involuntary reſtraint by the intel- 


lectual aſcendancy of his celebrated neigh- 
bour; and, notwithſtanding the general 


ferocity of his temper, he did not appear 
* lately to have entertained a hatred 
Vol. nt one 


ho bs denk of Mr. Clare removed the | 
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againſt him. In the ſhort time that had 


elapſed, from the period in which Mr. 


Clare had fixed his reſidence in the 


neighbourhobd to that of the arrival of 
Mr. Falkland from the continent, the 


conduct of Mr. T yrrel had even ſhown 
tokens of improvement. Such was the 
felicity of Mr. Clare's manners that, 
while he corrected, he conciliated, and 
excited no angry emotions in thoſe whoſe 
actions were moſt curbed by | the appre- 


henſion of his diſpleaſure. Mr. Tyrrel 


would indeed have been better ſatisfied 
not to have had even this intruder into 
a circle where he had been accuſtomed 
to reign. But with Mr. Clare be could 


have no rivalſhip ; the venerable charac- 
ter of Mr. Clare diſpoſed bim to ſubmiſ- 


ſion ; this great man ſeemed to have 
ſurvived all the acrimony of contention, 


and all the jeatous ſubtleties of a mil⸗ 
taken honour. 


The effects of Mr. Elare'd S ſuavity 
however, 
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bone ſo far as related to Mr. Tyrrel, 
had been in a certain degree ſuſpended 


this gentleman and Mr. Falkland. And, 


now that the influence of Mr. Clare's 
preſence, and virtues was entirely re- 
moved, Mr. Tyrrel's temper broke out 
into more criminal exceſſes than ever. 
The added gloom which Mr. Falkland's 
neighbourhood inſpired, overflowed upon 
all his connections; and the new exam- 
ples of his ſullenneſs and tyranny which 
every day afforded, reflected back upon 
| this accumulated and portentous feud. 


1 


8 


by conſiderations of rivalſhip between 
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mn CHAP. 6 


F. E colecucates of all this 1 fend 
3 manifeſted themſelves. 7 The very 
next incident in the ſtory was in ſome 
degree deciſive of the cataſtrophe. "Ht. 
therto I have ſpoken only of preliminary 
matters, ſeemingly unconnected with 
each other, though leading to that ſtate. 
of mind in both parties, which had ſuch 
fatal effects. But all that remains is ra- 
pid and tremendous. * The death-deal- 
ing miſchiet advances with an accelerat- 
ed motion, appearing to defy human wiſ- 
dom and e to obſtruct its opera- 
tion. 
There was a tenant of Mr. Tyrrel, 

one Hawkins l cannot mention his 
name without recollecting the painful 

| tragedies that are annexed to it! This 
Hawkins had originally been taken up 
"ION . Ys 


; 4 
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by Mr. Tyrrel with a view of protecting 
him from the arbitrary proceedings of a 
neighbouring ſquire, though he had now 
in his turn become an object of perſecu 
tion to Mr. Tyrrel himſelf, The firſt 

ground of their connection was this, 


Hawkins, beſide a farm which he rented 


under the abovementioned ſquire, had a 


ſmall freehold eſtate that he inherited 


from his father. This of courſe entitled 
him to a vote in the county elections; 
and, a warmly conteſted election having 


occurred, he was required by his land- 


lord to vote for the candidate in whoſe 


favour he had himſelf engaged. Haws 
kins refuſed to obey the mandate, and 


ſoon after received notice to quit the wr 


he at that time rented, | 


It happened that Mr. - Tyrrel WP in 


 tereſted himſelf ſtrongly in behalf of the 
oppoſite candidate; and, as Mr. TyrrePs 


eſtate bordered upon the feat of Haw- 


Kins' 8 preſent reſidence, the ejected coun. 


3 ry man 
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tryman could think of no better. expe- 
dient than that of riding over to this gen- 
tleman' s manſion, and relating the caſe 
to him. Mr. T yrrel heard him through 
wich attention. Well, friend, ſaid he; 
it is very true that T withed Mr. Jack- 
8 man to carry his election; but you know 
| it is uſual in theſe caſes for tenants to 
vote juſt as their landlords pleaſe.” I do 
not think proper to encourage rebellion. 
— All chat is very right, and pleaſe you, 5 
| replied Hawkins; and I would have 
voted at my landlord's bidding for any - 
other man in the kingdom but ſquire 
Marlow. You muſt know one day 
his huntſman rode over my fence, and 
fo through -my beft field 'of ſtanding : 
corn. It was not above a dozen yards 
about, if he had kept the cart - road. 
The fellow had ſerved me the ſame fauce, 
an it pleaſe your honour, three or four 
times before. So I only aſked him, 
What he did that for, and whether he 


n 


. 
. 


6 
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had not more conſcience than to ſpoil 
people's crops o' that faſhion ? Preſently 
the ſquire came up. He is bur a poor, 
weazen: face chicken of a gentleman, 
flaving your honour's reverence. And 
fo he flew into a woundy paſſion, and 
threatened to horſewhip me. I will do 
as much in reaſon to pleaſure my landlord 
as arr a tenant he has; but I will not 
give my vote to a man that threatens to 
borſewhip me. And ſo, your honour; 1 
and my wife and three children are to be 
turned out of houſe and home, and what 
I am to do to maintain them God knows. 
have been a hard-working man, and 
have always lived well, and F do think v4 
the caſe is main hard. Squire Under- 


J wood turns me out of my farm; and, if 
bs your honour do not take me in, I know _ 
. none of the neighbouring gentry will, for 
83 fear as they ſay of nene n im 
„ KK tenants to run ruſty too. AION 
e_ This repreſentation was not ich 
© | WAS F 4 . - MS 
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its effect upon Mr. Tyrrel. Well, well, 
man, replied he, we will ſce what can be 
done. Order and ſubordination are very 
good things; but people ſhould; know 
how much to require. As you tell the 
ſtory, I cannot ſee that you are greatly to 
blame. Marlow is a coxcombical prig, 
that is the truth on't; and, if a man will : 
- expoſe himſelf; why, he muſt even take 
what follows. I do hate a Frenchified 
fop with all my ſoul; and -I cannot ſay 
that I am much pleaſed with my neigh- 
bour Underwood for taking the part of 
ſuch a raſcal. Hawkins, I think is your 
name? You may call on Barnes, my 
ſteward, to morrow, and be ſhall 1 t 
to you. br . 
While Mr. Ty ab was nt * re- 
be collected that he had a farm vacant, of 
nearly the ſame value as that which Haw- 
kins at preſent rented under Mr. Under- 
wood. He immediately conſulted his 
ſteward, and, Racing the a ſuitable 
in 
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in every reſpect, Hawkins was inſtalled; 
out of hand in the catalogue of Mr. 
Tyrrel's tenants. Mr. Underwood ex- 
tremely reſented this proceeding, which; 
indeed, as being contrary t0 the under- 
ſtood conventions of the country gentle - 
men, few: people but Mr, Tyrrel would 
have ventured upon. He ſaid that there 
was an end to all regulation, if tenants 
were to be encouraged in ce ene 
dience. It was not a queſtion of this 
that candidate, ſeeing that any 5 
man, who was a true friend to his cdun- 
try, would rather loſe his election, than 
do a thing which, if once eſtabliſhed into 
a practice, would deprive them for ever 
of the power of managing any election. 
The labouring people were ſturdy and 
reſolute enough of their own accord; it 
became every day more difficult to keep 
them under any ſubordination; and, if 
the gentlemen were fo ill. adviſed as to 
neglect the public good, and encourage 
mW” F 5 | wean - 
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them in their inſ6jence, ae was no 
1 cen where it would end. 


Mr. Tyrrel was not of a amp to bs 
influenced by theſe remonſtrances. Their 
general ſpirit was ſufficiently conformable 


to the ſentiments he himſelf entertained; - 


but he was of too vehement a temper to 
maintain the character of a conſiſtent po- 
litician; and, however wrong his con- 


duct might be, he would by no means 


admit of its being ſet right by che ſug- 


| geſtions of others. The more his pa- 
tronage of Hawkins was criticiſed, the 


more inflexibly he adhered to it; and he 
was at no loſs in clubs and other aſſem- | 


blies to overbear and filence, if not to 


confute his cenſurers. Beſide which, 


| Hawkins had certain accompliſhments | 
which qualified him to be a favourite with 


Mr. Tyrrel. The bluntneſs of his man- 
ner and the ruggedneſs of his temper gave 
bim ſome reſemblance. to his landlord ; 


and, as theſe qualities were likely to be 
more 
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more frequently exerciſed on ſuch pers 


ſons as had incurred Mr. Tyrrel's diſ- 
pleaſure than upon Mr. Tyrrel himſelf, 
they were not obſeryed without ſome de- 


gree of complacency. In a word, he 
every day received new marks of diſtinc- 


tion from his patron, and after ſome time 


was appointed coadjutor to Mr. Barnes 
under the denomination of bailiff. It 
was about the fame period. that he ob- 
rained a leaſe of the farm of which be 
was tenant. . 

Mr. Tyrtel was eee as occa- 
fog: offered, to promote eyery part of the: 
family of this favoured dependent, 
Hawkins had a ſon, a lad of ſeventeea,, 
of an agreeable perſon, a ruddy com- 
plexion, and of quick and lively parts. c 
This lad was in an uncommon degree th 
favourite of his father, who ſeemed to 
have nothing ſo much at heart as the fu- 
ture welfare of his ſon. Mr. Tyrrel had 


noticed him two or three times with ap- 
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an and the boy, being fend 1 


the ſports of the field, had occaſi onelly 


followed the hounds, and diſplayed va- 
rious inſtances both of agility and ſaga- 


city in preſence of the ſquire. One day 
in particular he exhibited himſelf with 
uncommon advantage; and Mr. Tyrrel 
withour farther delay propoſed to his fa- 
ther to take him into his family, and make 


him whipper-in to his hounds, till he 


could provide him with ſome more lucra- 
tive appointment in his ſervice. 


This propoſal was received by Haw- 


| Kins with various marks of mortification. 
He excuſed himſelf with heſitation for 


not accepting the offered favour; ſaid the 


lad was in many ways uſeful to him; and 
hoped his honour would not inſiſt upon 


depriving him of his aſſiſtance. This 


apology might perbaps have been ſuffi- 
cient with any other man than Mr. Tyr- 

rel; but it was frequently obſerved of 
this ann that, when he had once 


y 
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formed a determination however flight 
in favour of any meaſure, he was never 
afterwards known to give it up, and that 
the only effect of oppoſition was to make 


him eager and inflexible in purſuit of that 


to which he had before been nearly in- 
different. At firſt he ſeemed to receive 
the apology of Hawkins with good hu- 
mour, and to fee nothing! in it but what 
was reaſonable; but afterwards every 
time he ſaw the boy his deſire of retain- 


ing him in his ſervice was increaſed, and 
he more than once repeated to his father 


the good diſpoſition i in which he felt him- 


ſelf towards him. At length he obſerved 


that the lad was no more to be ſeen 
mingling in his favourite ſports, | and be 
began to ſuſpe& that this originated i in 
a determination to thwart him 1 in his 
projects. 35 
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Rouſed by this Egicion,” which v was ; 


not of a nature with Mr. T yrrel to 


brook a delay, he ſent for —"w to - 
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were when I found you. 
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confer with him. Hawkins, faid he, i ina. 


tone of diſpleaſure, I am not ſatisfied with. 


you. 1 have ſpoken to you two or three 5 
times about this lad of yours, whom 1 
am deſirous of taking into favour. 
What is the reaſon, fir; that you ſeem. 
unthankful and averſe to my kindneſs ? 


You ought to know that Lam not to be. 
trifled with, I ſhall not be contented, 
when J offer my favours to have e 


jected by ſuch fellows as you. | made you, 


what you are; and, if ] pleaſe, can make 
you more hel pleſs and miſerable than you 
Have a care 
An it pleaſe your honour, ſaid Haw. | 
kins, you have been a very good maſter 
to. me, and [ will tell you the whole 
truth. I hope, you will. na be angry. 
This lad is my favourite, my. comfort : 
and the ſtay of my age. 
Well, and what then? Is, that rea- 
fon you ſhould hinder his preferment 1 
N. ay, Pray your gee, hear me. | 1 
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may be very weak for aught I know in. 

this caſe, but I cannot help it. My fa- 

ther was a elergyman We have all of 
us lived in a creditable way; and 1 can- 
not bear to think that this poor lad of 

mine ſhould go to ſervice. © For my part, 
Ido not fee any good that comes by ſer- 
vants. I do not know, your honour, 
but, I think, I ſhould not like my Leo-. 
nard to be ſuch as they. God forgive 
me, if I wrong them ! But this is a very 
dear caſe, and I cannot bear to riſk. my 
poor boy's welfare, when I can ſo eaſily, 
if you pleaſe, keep him out of harm's 
way. At preſent he is ſober and induſ-. 
trious, and, without being pert or ſarly, 
knows what is due to him. I know your 
bonour, that it is main fooliſh of me ta 
talk to you thus; but your honour has 


been a good maſter to me, and 1 cannot 
bear to tell you a lie. 


Mr. Tyrrel had 3 the hats of 
this barangue 1 in lence, becauſe he was 


Z too 


112 | ADVENTURES oF - 


too much aſtoniſhed to open his cout; | 
If a thunderbolt had fallen at his feet, he 
could not have teſtified greater ſurpriſe. 
He bad thought that Hawkins was ſo 
fooliſhly fond of his ſon that he could 
| dt bear to truſt him out of his preſence ; ; 
but had never in the ſlighteſt degree 
ſuſpected what he now found to be the 
truth. N - 
Oh, ho, you are a „ e are 
you A pretty gentleman truly ! Tour 
father was a clergyman ! Your family 
is too good to enter into my ſervice Þ 
Why, you impudent raſcal! was it for 
this that I took you up, when Mr. 
Underwood diſmiſſed you for your inſo- 
lence to him? Have 1 been nurſing a vi- 
per in my boſom ? Pretty maſter's man- 
ners will be contaminated truly] He 
will not know what is due to him, but 
will be accuſtomed to obey orders! You _ 
inſufferable villain ! Get out ofn my fight! 
e upon it, 1 will ä no gentlemen 
on 
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on my eſtate ! I will off with them, root 
and branch, bag and baggage ! So, do 
you hear, ſir? come to me to-morrow 
| morning, bring your ſon, and aſk my 
pardon; or take my word for it, I ill 
make you ſo miſerable, you ſhall wiſh 
yon had never been born. 

This treatment was too much for 

Hawkins s patience. There: is no need, 
your honbur, that I ſhould come to you 
again about this affair. I have taken up 
my determination, and no time can make 
any change in it. I am main ſorry to diſ- 
pleaſe your warſhip, and 1 know that you N 
can do me a great deal of miſehief. But 
I hope you will not be ſo hard-heated, 
as to ruin a father only for being fon 
of his child, even if fo be that his fond» 
neſs ſhould make him. do a fooliſh thing; 
But I cannot help it, your honour: you 
muſt do as you pleaſe, The pooreſt 
neger, as a man may ſay, has ſome point 
that he will not part with. I will loſe. 


: th | avventoRts oF | 


all that 1 bave, and go to day- labour, 
and my ſon too, if needs muſt; but! 
will not e a Corum 8 vey * 1 
. 1 500 
Very well, friend very well! ape 
T Tyne, founing” with rage. Depend 
upon it, I will remember you! Your 
pride ſhall have adownfal!- God damn it! 
is it come to this?. Shall a raſcal, that 
farms! bis forty acres, pretend to beard 
e lord of the manor? I will tread you 
into paſte ! Let me adviſe you, ſcoun- 
drel, to ſhut up your houſe, and fly as 
if the devil wWas behind you! Vo may 
think. yourſelf happy, if 1 be not to 
quick for you yet, if you eſcape in a 
whole {kin ! I would not ſuffer ſuch a 
villain to remain upon my land a day 
men if J could gain the Indies by it! 
Not ſo faſt, your honour, anſwered 
Hawkins ſturdily. I hope you will 
think better of it, and fee that I have 
not been to blame!” But, if you ſhould 
3:8 TEES 3 not, ; 
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not, chere is ſome harm that you can do 


me, and ſome harm that you cannot. > 


Though I am a plain working man, your 
honour, do you fee? yet I am a man ſtill, 


No; I have got a leafe of my farm, and 


I fhall not quit it o'thaten;/ T hope there 
is ſome law for rich ne” as well as for 


poor ones. „ 7 
Mr. Tyrrel, iii to enthalt 


Was provoked beyond bearing at the 


courage and independent ſpirit of his 


retainer. There was not a tenant upon 


his eſtate, or atleaſt not one of Hawkins's 


_ mediocrity of fortune, whom the general 
policy of land owners, and ſtill more the 
arbitrary and uncontrolable temper of 


Mr. Tyrrel, did not effectually reſtrain 


nn acts of open defiance. 


Excellent, upon my ſoul! San 
my blood l but you are a rare fellow. 
You have a leaſe, have you 2: You will 
not. quit, not you ! A pretty paſs things 
are come to, if a leaſe can protect ſuch 
1 fellows 


> 
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fellows as you againſt the lord of a ma- 
nor | But you are for a trial of {kill, Are 
you? Oh, very well, friend, very well t 
With all my foul ! Since it is come to 
that, we will ſhow: you ſome pretty 
ſport before we have done! But. get 
out of my fight, you rafcal! I have not 
another word to ſay you ! Never 
darken my doors again! - _—- | 
_ Hawkins, to borrow the language of 
the world, was guilty in this affair of a 
double imprudence. He talked. to his 
landlord in a more: peremptory manner 
than the conſtitution and practices of this 
country allow a dependent to aſſume. 
But above all, having been thus hurried 
away by his reſentment, he ought to have 
foreſeen the conſequences. It was mere 
madneſs in him to chi ok of- conteſting 
with a man of Mr. T yrrel's eminence and 
fortune. It was a fawn contending with 
a lion. Nothing could have been more 
uy to predict, than that it was of no 
_ avail 


\ 
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avail 8 him to have right on his ade, 
when his adverfary had influence and 
wealth, and therefore could ſo victoriouſſy 
| juſtify any extravagancies that he might 
think proper to commit. This maxim 
was completely illuſtrated ! in the ſequel. 
Wealth and deſpotiſm eaſily know how 
to engage thoſe laws, which were perhaps 
at firſt intended [witleſs and miſerable 
precaution !] for the ſafeguards of the 
poor, as the coadjutors of their op- 
preſſi on. 8 

From this moment Mr. Tyrrel was | 
bent upon Hawkins's dectruction; and 
he left no means unemployed that could 
either haraſs or injure the ohject of his 
| perſecution. He deprived him of bis . 
pointment of bailiff, and directed Barnes 
and his other dependents to do him ill 
offices upon all occaſions. Mr. Tyrrel 
by the, tenure of his manor was impro- 

Priator of the great tithes, and this cir- 
1 cumſtance 
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cumſtance afforded him frequent oppor- 
tunities of petty altercation. The land 
of one part of Hawkins's farm, though S 
covered with corn, was lower than the 
reſt; and conſequently expoſed to occa- 
one inundations from a river by which 
it was bounded. Mr. Tyrrel had a dam 
belonging to this river privately cut about 
a fortnight before the ſeaſon of harveſt, | 
and laid the whole under water. He 
ordered his ſervants to pull away the 
fences of the higher ground during the 
night, and to turn in his cattle to the 
utter deſtruction of the crop. Theſe ex- 
pedients however applied to only one 
part of the property of this unfortunate 
man · But Mr. Tyrrel did not ſtop here. 
A ſudden mortality took place among 
Hawkins's live ſtock, attended with very 
ſuſpicious circumſtances. Hawkins's 
vigilance was ſtrongly excited by this 
event, and he at length ſucceeded in 
tracing 


a 
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tracing the matter ſo accurately that he 
conceived he could bring it home to Mr. 3 
Tyrrel himſelf. 3 
Hawkins had hitherto carefully ano 
ed, notwithſtanding the injuries he had 
ſuffered, Attempting to right himſelf by 
legal proceſs, being of opinion that law 
was better adapted for a weapon of tyran- 
ny in the hands of the rich, than for a 
ſhield to protect the humbler part of the 
community againſt their uſurpations. In 
this laſt inſtance however he conceived 
chat the offence was ſo atrocious, as to 
make it impoſſible that any rank could 
protect the culprit againſt the ſeverity of 
juſtice. In the ſequel he ſaw reaſon to 
applaud. himſelf for his former inactivity 
in this reſpect, and to repent that any mo- 
tive had been ſtrong enough to ee 
him into a contrary ſyſtem. 
This was the very point to which Mr. | 
| Tyne wanted to bring him, and; he 
could Telly, credit his good fortune, 
1 POL when 
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when he was told that Hawkins had en- 
tered an action. His congratulation 
upon this occaſion was immoderate, as 
he now conceived that the ruin of his 
late favourite was irretrievable. He 
confulted his attorney, and urged him 
by every motive he could deviſe to em- 
ploy the whole ſeries of his ſubterfuges 
in the preſent affair. The direct repel- 
ling of the charge exhibited againſt him 
was the leaſt part of his care; the büſi- 
neſs was, by affidavits, - motions, pleas, 
demurrers, laws and appeals, to protract 
the queſtion from term to term and from 
court to court. It would, as Mr. Tyrrel 
argued, be the diſgrace of à civiliſed 
country, if agentleman, when inſolently 
attacked in law by the ſcum of che earth, 
could not convert the cauſe into a queſ- 
tion of the longeſt purſe, and ſtick in the 
Kirts of his ger till he had red uced 
_—_ to beggary. . Hie N 

« Mr. Tyrrel however was bye md 
1 [+ / ſo 
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to Hr engroſſed by his lawn as to 
neglect other methods of proceeding 


offenfively againſt his tenant. Among 
the various expedients that ſuggeſted 
themſelves there was one, which, though 
it tended rather to torment than irrepa- 
rably injure the ſufferer, was not rejected. 
This was derived from the particulat 
ſitua:ion of Hawkins's houſe, barns,” 
ftacks and out-houſes, Theſe. were 


placed at theextremity of a ſtrip of land 


connecting them wich the reſt of the 
farm, and were furrounded on three ſides 
by fields in the occupation of one of Mr. 
Tyrrel's tenants moſt devoted to the 
pleaſures of his landlord. The road to 


the market-town ran at the bottom of 
the largeſt of theſe fields, and was direaly _ 


in view of the front of the houſe. No 
inconvenience had yet ariſen from that 


circumſtance, as there had always. been 
a broad path, that inter ſected this field, 


and led directly from n s houſe 
Vor. I. EE. ; to 


Bird 
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to the road. This path, or private road, 


was now by concert of Mr. Tyrrel and 
his obliging tenant ſhut up, ſo as to make 
Hawkins a ſort of priſoner i in his own 
domains, and oblige him to go near a 
mile about for the purpoſes of his traffic. 
Young Hawkins, the lad who bad 
been the original ſubject of diſpute be- 
tween his father and the ſquire, had much 
of his father's ſpirit, and felt an uncon- 
trolable indignation againſt the ſucceſſive 
acts of deſpotiſm of which he was a 
witneſs. His reſentment was the greater, 
becauſe the ſufferings to which his parent 
was expoſed, all of them flowed from af- 
fection to him, at the ſame time that he 
could not propoſe removing the ground 
of diſpute, as by ſo doing he would ſeem 
to fly in the face of his father's paternal 
kindneſs. Upon the preſent occaſion, | | 
without aſking any counſel but of his 
own impatient reſentment, be went inthe 
middle of the night and removed all the 
obſtruc- 
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nn that had been placed i in the 
way of the old path, broke the padlocks 
that had been fixed, and threw open the 
gates. In theſe operations he did not 
proceed unobſerved, and the next day 
a warrant was iſſued for apprehending 


him. He WAS accordingly « carried before 
a meeting of juſtices, and by them com- 


mitted to the county jail, to take his trial 


for the felony at the next aſſizes. Mer, 


Tyrrel was determined to proſecute the 
offence with the greateſt ſeverity ; ; and his 

attorney, having made the proper enqui - 
ries for that purpoſe, undertook to bring 
it under that clauſe of the act 9g Geo. I, 


commonly called The Black Act, which 


declares that any perſon, . armed with 
„ {word or other offenſive weapon, 
ck and baving his face blacked, or being 
« otherwiſe diſguiſed, appeating i in any 
66 " m_ or place where hares or conies 
ce have been or ſhall be uſually kept, and 
« being thereof duly convicted, ſhall be 
VV ad. 
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& adjudged guilry of felony, and wall fat: 
fer death, as in caſes of felony, without 
ee benefit of clergy.” Young Hawkins, 
It ſeemed, had buttoned the cape of his 
great coat over his face as ſoon as he per- 
ceived himſelf to be obſerved ; and he was 
furniſhed with a wrenching-iron for the 
. purpoſe of breaking the padlocks. The 
attorney further undertook to prove, by 
ſufficient witneſſes, that the field in queſ- 
tion was a warren in which hares were 
regularly fed. Mr. Tyrrel ſeized upon 
theſe pretences with inexpreſlible ſatisfac- * 
tion. He prevailed upon the juſtices, by 
the picture he drew of the obſtinacy and 
inſolence of the Hawkinſes, fully to 
commit the lad upon this miſerable 
charge; and it. was by no means ſo cer- 
tain as paternal affection would have 
_ defired, that the fame overpowering in- 
fluence would not cauſe in the ſequel 
the penal clauſe to be executed in all its 
— 
5 | This 
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This was the finiſhing firoke: to Haw- 
kins's miſeries : as he was not deficient in 
courage, he had ſtood up againſt his 
other perſecutions without flinching. 
He was not unaware of the advantages 
which our laws and cuſtoms give to 
the rich over the poor in contentions of 
this kind. But, being once involved, 
there was a ſtubbornneſs in his nature 
that would not allow him to retract, 
and he ſuffered himſelf to hope rather 
than expect a favourable iſſue. But in 
this laſt event he was wdunded. in the 
point that was neareſt bis heart. He 
had feared to have his ſon contami- 
nated and debaſed by a ſervile ſtation, 
and he now ſaw him transferred to the ſe- 
minary of a jail, He was even uncertain 
as to the iſſue of his impriſonment, and 
trembled to think what the tyranny of 
wealth might eff to blaſt his bn for ; 
e, 5 
From this moment bis heart died | 

Ft 7 within 
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within him. He had truſted to perſeve- 
ring induſtry and {kill to fave the wreck 
of his little property from the vulgat 
ſpite of his landlord; But he had now 
no longer any*ſpirit to exert thoſe efforts 
which his ſituation more than ever re- 
quired. Mr. Tyrrel proceeded without 
remiſſion in his machinations; Haw- | 
kins's affairs every day grew more def] ſpe 
rate; and the ſquire, watching the occa- 
| fron, took the earlieſt opportunity of ſeiz- 
ing upon his remaining property in the 
mode of a diſtreſs for rent. 
It was preciſely in this ſtage of hi af. 
Hair that Mr. Falkland and 'Mr. Tyrtel 
accidentally met in a private road neat 
the habitation of the latter. They 
were on horſeback, and Mr. Falkland 
was going to the houſe of the unfor- 
tunate tenant who ſeemed upon the 
point of periſhing under his landlord's 
malice. He had been juſt made acquaint- 
ed with the tale of this perſecution. © It 
„% TTV 
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had indeed been an additional aggrava- 
tion of Hawkins's calamity that Mr. 
Falkland,whole interference might other- 
wiſe have ſaved him, had been abſent 
from the neighbourhood for a conſider- 


able time. He had been three months in 


London, and from thence had gone to 
viſit his eſtates in another part of the 
iſland. The proud and ſelf- confident 


ſpirit of this poor fellow always diſpoſed 


him to depend as long as poſſible upon 
his own exertions. He had'avoided ap- 
plying to Mr. F alkland, or indeed indul - 


ging himſelf in any manner in commu- 


nicating and bewailing his hard bap, in 
the beginning of the contention ; and, 
when the extremity grew more urgent, 


and he would have been willing to re- 
_ cede in ſome degree from the ſtubborn - 
neſs of his meaſures, he found it no lon- 


ger in his power. After an abſence. of 
conſiderable. duration Mr. Falkland. at 
length returned ſomewhat unexpedtedly ; 5 


„ und, 
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and, having learned among the oY 
articles of country intelligence the diſ- 
ith treſſes of this unfortunate yeoman, he re- 
ſolved to ride over to his houſe the next 
morning, and ſurpriſe him with all the 
| relief 1 it was in his power to beſtow. | 
IP At ſight of Mr. Tyrrel in this unex- 
5 pected rencounter, his face reddened with 
indignation. His firſt feeling, as he afier- | 
- wards ſaid, was to avoid him; but, find- 
ing that he muſt paſs him, he conceived 
that it would be want of ſpirit not to 
- acquaint him with his feelings on che 
preſent occaſion. 3 
Mr. T yrrel, ſaid he ſomewhat abrupt- 
y- I am ſorry for a piece of news which 
1 have juſt heard. | 
And pray, Gr, what! is your! ſorrow tome? J 
A great deal, fir. It is cauſed by the 
diſtreſſes of a Poor tenant of yours, Haw- 
kins, If your ſteward have proceeded 
without your authority, I think it right 
to inform you of what he has done ; and, 


"Wy f — 
* _ 4 


wo 
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if he bert had your authority, 1 would 


gladly perſuade you to think better of i it. : 


Mr. Falkland, it would be quite 
as well if you would mind your own 
buſineſs, and leave me to mind mine. 
I want no monitor, and I will have none. 

Lou miſtake, Mr. Tyrrel; Jam mind- 
ing my own buſineſs. If I ſee you fall 
| into a pit, it is my buſineſs to draw you 
out and fave your life. If I fee you pur- 


fuing a wrong line of conduct, it is my 


buſineſs to ſet yOu Find and 2755 "on 
honour, 


Zounds, fir, do not think to put any 
of your conundrums upon me Is not 


the man my tenant? Is not my eſtate my 


own ? What ſignifies calling it mine, if 
1 am not to have the direction of it? 


Sir, 1 pay for what I have; I owe no man 
a penny; and I will not put my eſtate 


to nurſe to you, nor the beſt he d that v wears 
a head. „ 


I is very true, 5 Mr. Falkland, - 
= As: avoid 


*. 
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avoiding any direct notice of the laſt 
words of Mr. Tyrrel, that there is a diſ- 
tinction of ranks. 1 believe that diſtinc- 
tion to be a good thing, and neceſſary to 
the peace of mankind. But, however ne- 
ceſſary it may be, we muſt acknowledge 
that it puts ſome hardſhip upon the lower 
. orders of ſociety. It makes one's heart 
ache to think that one man is born to the 
inheritance of every ſuperfluity, while the 
whole ſhare of another, without any de- 
merit of his, is drudgery and ſtarving; 
and that all this is indiſpenſible. We 
that are rich, Mr. Tyrrel, muft do 
every thing in our power to lighten the 
yoke of theſe unfortunate people. We 
muſt not uſe the advantage that accident 
has given us, with an unmerciful hand. 
Poor wretches ! they are preſſed almoſt 
beyond bearing as it is; and if we un- 
feelingly give another turn to the ma- 
chine, they will be cruſhed i into atoms. 
This was not without its effect 
e "He = even 
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even upon the obdurate mind of Mr. 
Tyrrel. — Well, fir, I am no tyrant. 1 
know very well that tyranny is a bad 
thing. But you do not infer from thence 
that theſe people are to do as they pleaſe, 
and never to meet with their deſerts? 
Mr. Tyrrel, I ſee that you are ſhaker 
in your animoſity. Suffer me-to hail the 
new-born. benevolence of your nature. 
Go with me to Hawkins. Do not let us 
talk of his deſerts ! Poor fellow ! he has 
fuffered almoſt all that human nature can 
endure. - Let your forgiveneſs upon this 
occaſion be the earneſt of good neighbour- 
hood and friendſhip between you and me. 
No, fir, I will not go. I own there is 
fomething in what you ſay. I always 
knew you had the wit to make good your 
own ſtory, and tell a plauſible tale. But 
I will not be come over thus, It has al- 
ways been my character, when I had once 
conceived a ſcheme of vengeance never 
to 0 forego i itz and I will not change: that 
r cha 
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character. I took up Hawkins when 
every body forſook him, and made a man 
of him; and the ungrateful raſcal” has 
only inſulted me for my pains. Curſe 
me, if ever I forgive him ! It would be 
a good jeſt indeed, if I were to forgive 
the inſolence of my own. creature, at the 
deſire of a man like you that has been 
N perpetual plaguỹue. 

For God's ſake, Mr. Tyrrel, | have 
Gb reaſon in your reſentment } Let us 

_ ſuppoſe that Hawkins has behaved un- 
Juſtifiably, and inſulted you. Is that an 

offence that can never be expiated ? 

Muſt the father be ruined, and the ſon 
A to glut your reſentment? | 

Damn me, fir, but you may talk your 
heart out; you ſhall get nothing of me. 
I mall never forgive myſelf for having 
liſtened to you for a moment. I will - 
"ſuffer nobody to ſtop the ſtream of my 
reſentment; if I ever were to forgive 
him, it ſhould be at nobody's intreaty but 


! 


8 
SES "Ip 
. RY 
# Jig T 5 
N Mo — 
* 


 VEALBE WIL IAAHsS. 1239 
my own. But, fir, I never will. If he 
and all his family were at my feet, I 
would order them all to be hanged: the 
next minute, 1 my n were as "yoo 


as my will. 


And that is your ne is it 5 Mr. 
T yrrel, I am aſhamedof you! Almighty 
God ! to hear you talk gives one a loath- 
ing for the inſtitutions and regulations of 
ſociety, and would induce one to fly tige 
very face of man! But, no! ſociety caſdnse 
you -out ; .man abominares you. No 
wealth, no rank can buy out your ſtain. The 
You will live deſerted in the midſt. of - 
your ſpecies; you will go into _crowd=- * © , 
e ſocieties, and no one will deign ſo 
much as to ſalute you. They will fly 
from your glance, as they would from 
the gaze of a baſiliſk. Where do you 
expect to find the hearts of flint, that 
_ ſhall ſympathize with yours? You have Wl 
che ſtamp of miſery, inceſſant, undivided, „ 


* miſery! 


- * * 


* 
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Thus ſaying, Mr. Falkland gave ws ; 
to his horſe, rudely puſhed beſide Mr. 
Tyrrel, and was prefently out of fight. 
Flaming indignation annihilated even his 
favourite ſenſe of honour, and he regard- 
ed his neighbour as a wretch with whom 
it was impoſſible even to enter into con- 

tention. For the latter, he remained for 
the preſent motionleſs and petrified. 
The glowing enthuſiaſm: of Mr. Falk-- 
land was ſuch as might well have un- 
nerved the ſtouteſt foe. Mr. Tyrrel, in 
ſpite of himſelf, was blaſted with the 
compunctions ofguilt, and unable to ſtring 
himſelf for the conteſt. The picture Mr. 
Falkland had drawn was prophetic. It 
deſcribed what Mr. Tyrrel chiefly fear- 
ed; and what in its commencements he 
thought he already felt. It was reſponſive 
to the whiſpering of his own meditations ;. 
it ſimply gave body and voice to the 
| ſpectre that haunted him, and to the ter- 
rors of which he was an hourly prey. 
1 By 
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By and by however he recovered. 


The more he had been temporarily con- 


founded, rhe fiercer was his reſentment 


when he came to himſelf. - Such hatred 
never exiſted in a human boſom, that did 
not mark its progreſs with violence and 


death. Mr. Tyrrel however felt no incli- 


nation to have recoutſe to perſonal defi- 
ance. He was the fartheſt in the world: 
from a coward ;. but his genius ſunk 
| before the genius of Falkland. He left 
bis vengeance to the diſpoſal of circum- 
ſtances. He was ſecure that his animoſity 
would neither be forgotten nor dimi- 
niſhed by the interpoſition of any time or 
events. Vengeance was his nightly dream, 
and the uppermoſt of his waking thoughts. 
Mr. Falkland had departed from this 
conference with a confirmed diſapproba- 
tion of the conduct of his neighbour, and 
an unalterable reſolution to do every 
thing in bis power to relieve the diſtreſſes 


of Hawkins. But he was too late. When 
2 | 3 —_ 
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he Aided. he found che houſe Uready. 


evacuated by its maſter. . The family 


was removed nobody Knew whither ; 


Hawkins was abſconded ; and, what was 
ſtill more extraordinary, the boy Haw- 


|  kins had eſcaped on the very fame day 
ftom the county jail. The enquiries 


Mr. Falkland fer on foot after them were 
fruitleſs ; no traces could be found. of 
the cataſtrophe of theſe unhappy people. 
That cataſtrophe J ſhall ſhortly have oc- 
caſion to relate; and it will be found 


pregnant with horror, beyond what the 


blackeſt W could Oy have 


| fuggeſted. 


1 go on with my tale. I 5 on to 
relate thoſe incidents in which my own 


fate was fo myſteriouſly involved. I lift 


the curtain, and bring forward the laſt act 
of the tragedy. . 


CHAP, 


5 
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Tu E vices of Mr. Tyrrel, in their 


preſent ſtate of augmentation, 1 were pecu- 
larly exerciſed upon his domeſtics and 


| dependents. But the principal ſufferer | 


was the young lady mentioned on a for- 
mer occaſion, the orphan daughter of his 


father's ſiſter. Miſs Melvile's mother 
had married imprudently, or rather un- 


fortunately, againſt the conſent of her rela- 


tions, all of whom had agreed to withdraw 


their countenance from her in conſe- 
quence of that precipitate ſtep. Her 


huſband had turned out to be no better 
than an adventurer ; had ſpent her for- 


tune, which in conſequence of the irre- 


concilableneſs of her family was leſs than 
he expected, and broken her heart. 
Her infant daughter was left without any 
reſource. In this ficuation the repreſen- 


tations 
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tations of the people with whom ſhe hap- 
pened to be placed, prevailed upon Mrs. 
Tyrrel, the mother of the ſquire, to re- 
ceive her into her family. In equity 
perhaps ſhe was entitled to that portion 
of fortune which her mother had forfeit- 
ed by her imprudence, and which had 
gone to ſwell the property of the male 
repreſentative. But this idea had never 
entered into the conceptions of either 
mother or ſon. Mrs. Tyrrel conceived - 
that ſhe performed an act of the wok 
exalted benevolence in admitting miſs 
Emily into a ſort of amphibious ſituation, 
which was neither preciſely that of a do- 
meſtic, nor yet marked with the treat- 
ment that might ſeem due to one of the 
family. | 
She had not however at firſt been ſen⸗ 
ſible of all the mortifications that might 
have been expected from her condition. 
Mrs. Tyrrel, though proud and imperi- 


ous, was not ill-natured. The female, 


who 
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who lived in the family i in the capacity 
of houſekeeper, was a perſon who had 


: ſcen better days, and whoſe diſpoſition 
was extremely upright and amiable. She 
early contracted a friendſhip for the 
little Emily, who was indeed for the moſt 
part committed to her care. Emily on 
her fide fully. repaid the affection of her 


inſtructreſs, and learned with great do- 


cility the little accompliſhments Mrs. 
Jakeman was able to communicate. But 


moſt of all ſhe imbibed her chearful and 


artleſs tetnper, that extracted the agree- 
able and encouraging from all events, and 
prompted her to communicate her ſenti- 


ments, which were never of the cynical 
caſt, without modification or diſguiſe. 
Befide the advantages Emily derived 
from Mrs. Jakeman, ſhe was permitted 


to take leſſons from the maſters who were 
en ployed at Tyrrel Place for the inſtrue- 


tion of her couſin; and indeed, as the 
voung gentleman was moſt frequently 
indiſ n | 
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indiſ poſed to attend to them, they 2 
commonly have had nothing to do, had 


it not been for the fortunate preſence 
of miſs Melvile. Mrs. Tyrrel therefore 
encouraged the ſtudies of Emily on that 
ſcore; in addition to which ſhe imagined 


that this living exhibition of inſtruction 
might operate as an indirect allurement 


to her darling Barnabas, the only ſpe- 
cies of motive ſhe youll, ſuffer o be : 


ſ P 


= 


Emily, as ſhe grew up, diſ 8 an un- : 


common degree of ſenſibility, y which | un- 
der her circumſtances would have been . 


a ſource of perpetual diſſatisfaction, had 


it not been qualified with an extreme | 


ſweetneſs and eaſineſs of temper. She 
was far from being entitled to the appel 


| lation of a beauty. Her perſon was 


petite and trivial; her complexion fa- 
voured of the brunette ; and her face was | 


marked with the ſmall pox, ſufficientl 


not 
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not enough to annihilate its expreſſion. 
Bur, though her appearance was not 
beautiful, it did not fail to be in a high 
degree engaging. Her complexion was 
at once healthful and delicate ; her long 
dark eye-brows adapted themſelves with 
facility to the various conceptions of her 
mind; and hes looks bore the united im- 
- preſſion of an active diſcernment and a 
good-humoured frankneſs. The inſtruc- 
tion ſhe had received, as it was entirely 
of a caſual nature, exempted her from 
the evils of untutored Ignorance, but 
not from a ſort of native wildneſs, argu- 
ing a mind incapable of guile. itſelf, or 

of ſuſpecting it in others. She amuſed, 
without ſeeming conſcious of the refined. 

ſenſe which her obſervations contained: 
or rather, having never been debate! 
with applauſe, ſhe ſet light by her own 
qualifications ; and talked from the pure 5 

gaiety of a youthful heart acting upon | 
the ſtores of a ** underſtanding, and 
not 
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not with any expectation of being di . 
tinguiſhed and admired. | 


The death of her aunt made very. little 


change in her ſituation. This prudent 


lady, who would have thought it little | 
leſs than ſacrilege to have conſidered : 


ty Melvile as a branch of the ſtock 


of the Tyrrels, rock no other notice of 


her in her will, than barely putting her 


down for a hundred pounds in à cata- 


logue of legacies to her ſervants. She 


had never been admitted into the inti- 


macy and confidence of Mrs! Tyrrel ; 


and the young ſquire, now that ſhe was 
left under his ſole protection, ſeemed 


inclined to treat ber with even more libe- 
rality than his mother had done. He 
bad ſeen her grow up under his eye, and 
Fa therefore, though there were but fix 


years difference in their ages, be felt a 


kind of paternal intereſt in her welfare. 


Habit had rendered her i in a manner ne- 


| ceſſary to him, and in every receſs from 


F 
wi 


6 the 
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the occupations of the field and the plea- 

ſures of the table, he found himſelf. ſoli- 
tary and forlorn without the ſociety of 
miſs Melvile. Nearneſs of kindred and 


Emily's want of perſonal beauty pre- 


vented him from ever looking on her 
with the eyes of deſire. Her accom- 
pliſnments were chiefly of the cuſtomary 
and ſuperficial kind, dancing and, mu- 
fic. Her {kill in the firſt led him ſome- 
times to indulge her with a Vacant Cor- 
ner in his carriage. when he went to the 
neighbouring aſſembly ; and, in what= 
ever light he might himſelf think pro- 
per to regard her, he would have ima- 
gined his chambermaid, introduced by 
him, intitled to an undoubted place in 
the moſt ſplendid circle. Her muſical 


talents were frequently employed for bis 
amuſement. She had the honour occa- 


ſionally of playing him to ſleep after the 
fatigues of the chace; and, as he had 
ſome reliſh for harmonious ſounds, ſhe 
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was frequently able to ſoothe him by 
their means from the perturbations of 
which his gloomy diſpoſition was ſo emi- 


nently a flave. Upon the whole ſhe 
| might be conſidered as in ſome ſort his 


favoutite. She was the mediator to 


whom his tenants and domeſtics, when 
they had incurred his diſpleaſure, -were 


accuſtomed to apply ; ; the privileged 
companion that could approach this lion 


With impunity in the midſt of his roar- 
ings. She ſpoke to him without fear ; = 


her. ſolicitations were always good-na- : 
tured and difintereſted ; and, when he re; 


pulſed her, he diſarmed himſelf of half 
his terrors, and was contented to | ſmile 8 


at her preſumption. | | 
Such had been for ſome years the fitu- 


| ation of miſs. Melvile. Its precariouſ- 
neſs had been beguiled, by the chearful- 


neſs of her own temper, and the uncom- 
mon forbearance with which ſhe was 
created ” her ſavage . But 

- "ib 
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bis Aiſpolition, always brutal, had ac- 
quired a gradual acceſſion of ferocity 
fince the ſettlement of Mr. Falkland i in his 
neighbonrhood. He now frequently for- 
got the gentleneſs with which he had been 
accuſtomed to treat his good - natured 
couſin. Her little play ful arts were not 
alw ays ſucceſsful in ſoftening his rage ; 3 
and he would ſometimes turn upon her 
blandiſhments with an impatient ſtern⸗ 
neſs that made her tremble. The care- 
leſs eaſe of her diſpoſition however ſoon 
effaced theſe impreſſions, and ſhe fell 
without variation into her old habits. 

A gircumſtance occurred about this 
time, which gave peculiar ſtrength t to the | 
acrimony of Mr. Tyrrel, and ultimately 
brought to its cloſe the felicity, that miſs [ 
Melvile, inſpire « of the frowns of fortune, ; 
had hitherto enjoy ed. Emily was exact- 2 
ly ſeventeen when Mr. Falkland returned - 
from the, continent. At this age ſhe was 
peculiarly ſuſceptible of the charms of 

TE I beauty, 
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beauty, grace, and moral excellence, 
when united in a perſon of the, other 
ſex. She was imprudent, preciſely be- 
cauſe her own heart was incapable of 
guile. She had never yet felt the ſting 
ol the poverty to which he was con- 
demned, and had not reflected on the in- 
ſuperable diſtance that cuſtom has placed 
between the opulent and the poorer 
dlaſſes of the community. She beheld 
Mr. Falkland, whenever he was thrown 
in her way at any of the public meet- 
ings, with admiration ; and, without hav- 
ing preciſely explained to herſelf the ſen 
timents ſhe indulged, her eyes ſollowed 
him through all the changes of the ſcene 
with eagerneſs and impatience. She did 
not ſee him, as the reſt of the aſſembly 
did, born to one of the ampleſt eſtates 
in the county, and qualified to aſſert his 
title to the richeſt heireſs. She thought 
only of Falkland, with thoſe advantages 
which were moſt intimately | his own, 


— 
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and of which u perſecution: of adverſe 
fortune had the ability to deprive” him. 
In a word ſhe was tranſported when he 
as preſent ; he was the perpetual ſubject 
of her reveries and her dreams; but his 
image excited no ſentiment in her mind 
beyond that of the immediate n, 

the took in his idea. 6 
The notice Mr. Falkland vagal off 
her in return appeared ſufficiently en · 
couraging to a mind ſo full of prepoſ- 
ſeſſion as that of Emily. There was a 


particular complacency 1 in his looks when t 


directed towards her. He had ſaid in a 
company, of which one of the perſons 
preſent repeated his remarks to miſs 
Melvile, that ſhe appeared to him amiz- 


ple and intereſting, that he felt for her 


unprovided and deſtitute ſituation, and 
that he ſhould have been glad to be more 
particular in his attention to her, had he 
not been apprehenſive of doing her à 
prejudice in the ſuſpicious mind of Mr. 

H 2 Tyrrel, 
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Tyrrel. All this ſhe conſidered as the 
_ raviſhing condeſcenſion of a ſuperior na- 
ture; for, if ſhe did not recollect wick 
ſufficient aſſiduity his gifts of fortune, 
ſhe was on the other hand filled with 
reverence for his unrivalled accompliſh- 
ments. | But, while ſhe thus ſeemingly 
diſclaimed all compariſon between Mr. 
Falkland and herſelf, ſhe probably che- 
riſhed a confuſed feeling as if ſome event, 
that was yet in the womb of fate, might 
reconcile things apparently the moſt in- 
compatible. Fraught with theſe prepoſ- 
feſſions, the civilities that had once or 
twice occurred in che buſtle of a public 
eircle, the reſtoring her fan which ſhe 
had dropped, or the diſembarraſſing her 
of an empty tea-cup, made her heart 
palpitate, and gave birth to the wildeſt 
chimeras in her deluded imagination. 
- About this time an event happened 
that helped to give a preciſe determina- 
tion to the fluctuations of miſs Melvile's 
| mind. 
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mind. One evening, a wert time after 
che death of Mr. . Clare, Mr. Falkland 
bad been to the houfe of his deceaſed 
friend in his quality of executor, and 
by ſome accidents of little intrinſic im- 


portance had! been detained three or four 


Hours later than he expected. He did 
not ſer out upon his return tilt two 

o'clock in the morning. At this time, 
in a fituation ſo remote from the metro- 
polis, every thing is as Glent as it would 


be in a region wholly uninhabited. "The _ 
moon - ſhone bright; and the objects 


around being marked with ſtrong varia- 
tions of light. and ſhade, gave a kind of 
ſacred ſolemnity to the ſcene, Mr. 


Falkland had taken Collins with him, 


the buſineſs to be ſettled at Mr. Clare's 
being in ſome reſpects ſimilar to that to 


which this faithful domeſtie had been ac- ; 
cuſtomed in the routine of his ordinary 


ſervice. They had entered into ſome 
aonverſation, for Mr. F Famed was nat 
. 3 H 1 then 
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then in the habit of obliging the aw 
about him by formality and reſerve to re- 
collect who he was. The attractions of 
the ſcene made him break off the talk 
ſomewhat abruptly, that he might enjoy 
it without interruption. They had not 
rode far, beforea hollow wind ſeemed to 
riſe at a diſtance, and they could hear 
the hoarſe roarings of the ſea. Preſently * 
- the ſky on one ſide aſſumed the appear- 
ance of a reddiſh' brown, and a ſudden 
angle in the road placed this e e 
non directly before them. As they 
ceeded, it became more diſtinct, i" 
was at length ſufficiently viſible that it 
was occaſioned by a fire. Mr. Falkland 
pat ſpurs to his horſe; and, as they ap- 
proached, the object preſented every in- 
ſtant a more tremendous appearance. 
© The flames aſcended wuth fiercenels ; they 
- embraced a large portion of the horizon; 
and, as they carried up along with them 
numerous little 9 of the mate - 
0 rials 
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rials that fed them, impregnated with 
fire, and of an extremely bright and lu- 
minous colour, they preſented no inade- 
quate image of wigs W I of a vol- 

cano. 
The flames beet from a village 
directly in their road. There were eight 
or ten houſes already on fire, and the 
whole feerned to be threatened with im- 
7 mediate deſtruction. The inhabitants 
were in the utmoſt conſternation, having 


had no previous experience of a fimilar 


calamity. They conveyed with haſte 
their moveables and furniture into the 
adjoining fields. When any of them 
had effected dus as far às it could be 
attempted with ſafety, they were un- 
able to conceive any farther remedy, 
but ſtood wringing their hands and con- 


templating the ravages of the fire in an 


agony of powerleſs deſpair. The water 

that could be procured, in any mode 
practiſed in that place, was but as a 
. drop 
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more and more rapidity. , 


-himſelf as to what could be done. 


drop contending with a whole element 
in arms. The wind in the mean time 
was riſing, and the flames ſpread with 


Mr. Falkland contemplated this ſcene 
for a few minutes, as if ruminating with 
He 5 

then directed ſome of the country people 
about him to pull down al houſe, next ta - 
one that was wholly on fire, but which it- 
ſelf was not yet touched. They ſeemed 
aſtoniſhed at a direction which. implied a 
voluntary. deſtruction of property, and 
conſidered the taſk as too much in the 
heart of the danger to be undertaken, 
Obſerving that they were motionleſs, he 
diſmounted from his horſe, and called 
upon them in an authoritative voice to 
follow him: He aſcended the houſe in 
an inſtant, . and preſently appeared upon 
the top of it as if in the midſt of the 
flames. Having, with the aſſiſtance of 
two or three of the perſons chat followed 


him 


— 
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18 moſt cloſely, and who by this time 
had ſupplied themſelyes with whatever 


tools came next to hand, looſened the 


ſupport of a ſtack of chimnies, he puſh- 

ed them headlong into the midſt of the 
fire. He paſſed and repafſed along the 
roof; and, having ſet people to work in 


all parts, deſcended i in order to ſee what 


.could be done in any other quarter. 


At this moment an elderly woman burſt- | 


hoes. the midft of in houſe in flames. 
The utmoſt conſternation was painted 
in her looks; and, as ſoon as ſhe could 


recollect herſelf enough to have a pro- 


per idea of ber ſituation, the ſubject. of 
her anxiety ſeemed in an inſtant to be 
totally changed. Where is my child? 
oried ſhe, and caſt an, anxious and pierc- 


ing look among the ſurrounding crowd. 


Oh, ſhe is loſt ! ſhe is in the midſt of the 
flames! Save her! ſave her ! my child !She 
filled the air with heart- rending ſbrieks. 
She turned towards the houſe. The peo- 
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ple that were near endeavoured to pre- 
vent her, but ſhe ſhook them off in a 
moment. She entered the paſſage ; view- 
cd the hideons ruin; and was then go- 
ing to plunge into the blazing ſtair-caſe. 
Mr. Falkland ſaw, purſued, and ſeized ber 
"by the arm; it was Mrs. Jakeman. Stop! 
he cried, with a voice of grand, yet bene- 
volent, authority. Remain you in the- 
ſtreet ! I will ſeek, —and will ſave her 
Mis. Jakeman obeyed. He charged the 
perſons who were near to detain her; 
he enquired which was the apartment 
; 'of Emily. Mrs. Jakeman was upon a 
| viſit to a ſiſter who lived in the village, 
and had brought Emily along with her. 
Mr. Falkland aſcended a neighbouring 
houſe, and entered that in which Emily 
was, by a window in the roof. 
He found her already awaked from 
her fleep; and, becoming ſenſible of 
her danger, ſhe had that inſtant thrown 
upon her a part of her ne Such 
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is the 0 irreſiſtible . 1 of femi- 
nine habits; but, having done this, ſhe 7 
examined the furrounding objects with 
all the wildneſs of deſpair. Mr. Falk- 
land entered the chamber. She fle w in- 
to his arms with the rapidity of light- | 
ning. She embraced and clung to him, 
with an impulſe that did not wait to con- 
ſult. the dictates of her underſtanding. 
Her emotions were indeſcribable>. In 
a few ſhort moments ſhe had lived an 
age in love. In two minutes Mr. Falk- 
land was again in the ſtreet with his love- 
ly burthen in his arms. Having reſtored 
her to her affect ionate protector ſnatched 
from the immediate graſ p of death, from 
which, if he had not, none would have 
delivered her, he returned to his former 
taſk. By his preſence of mind, by his 
indefatigable humanity and inceſſant. ex- 
ertions, he ſaved three-fourths, of gh A 6 
village from deſtruction. : 
flagration being at length 
| H 6, 5 abated, 
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| abated, he ſought x again Mis. Ales 
and Emily. He diſplayed the tendereſt 
ſolicitude for the young lady's ſafety, and 
directed Collins to go with as much ſpeec 
as he could, and ſend his chariot to at- 
tend her. More than an hour elapfed in 
this interval. Miſs Melvile had never ſeen 
ſo much of Mr. Falkland uponany former 
occaſion, and the ſpectacle of ſuch huma- 
- nity, delicacy, firmneſs and Juſtice in the 
form of man, as he crowded into this 
ſmall ſpace, was both altogether new to 
her, and in the higheſt degree faſcinating. 
She had a confuſed feeling as if there 
bad been ſomething indecorous in her 
behaviour when Mr. Falkland had ap- 
peared to her relief; and this combined 
with her other emotions to ee the 
whole critical and i intoxicating. | 
' Emily no ſooner arrived at we faciby 
manſion, than Mr. Tyrrel ran out to re- 
ceive her. He had juſt heard of the me- 
lancholy accident that had taken place at 
e i the 
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the village, and was terrified for the ſafety, 
of his good-humoured couſin. He diſ- 
played thoſe unpremeditated emotions 
which are common to almoſt every indi- 
vidual of the human race. He was 
gteatly ſhocked at the faſpicion that 
Emily might poſſibly have become the 
victim of a cataſtrophe which had thus 
broken out in the very dead of night. 
is ſenſations were of the moſt pleaſing 
ſort, when he folded her in his arms and 
| fearful apprehenſion was inſtantaneouſly 
converted into joyous certainty. Emily 
no ſooner entered the well-known. roof, 
than her ſpirits were briſk, and her tongue 
inceſſant in deſcribingher danger and her 
deliverance. Mr. Tyrrel had formerly 
been tortured with the innocent eulogiums 
ſhe pronounced of Mr. Falkland. But 
theſe were tameneſs itſelf, compared with 
the rich and, various eloquence. that now 
flowed from her lips, Love: had not 
F the nen effect vpon her, eſpecially at the 
15 | e Feen 
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a veoſeac moment, which it would . 


had upon a perſon inſtructed to bluſhi, 
and inured to a conſciouſneſs of wrong. 
She defcribed his activity and his reſour- 
ces, the promptitude with which every 
thing was conceived, and the cautious, 
but daring wiſdom with which it was 
executed. All was fairy · land and en- 
chantment in the tenour of her artleſs 
tale; you ſaw a beneficent genius ſurvey- 
ing and controling the whole, but could 
have no notion of any human means * 
which his purpoſes were effected. 
Mr. Tyrrel liſtened for a while to ve a 
innocent effuſions with patience; he could 
even bear to hear the man a ppl auded by 
vhom he had juſt obtained ſo conſiderable 
a benefit. But the theme by amplifica- 
tion became nauſeous, and he at length 
with ſome roughneſs put an end to the 


tale. 


Probably upon recolleQtion it ap- 


peared ſtill mote inſolent and intolerable 
than While it was paſſing; the ſenſation 


or \. 
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of gratitude wore off, but the hyperboli- 
cal praiſe that had been beſtowed ſtill 
haunted his memory, and ſounded in his 
ear: Emily had entered into the confede- 
racy that diſturbed his repoſe. For herſelf; 
ſhe was wholly unconſcious of offence, 
and upon every occaſion quoted Mr. 
Falkland as the model of elegant man- 
ners and true wiſdom. She was a total 
ſtranger to diſſimulation; and ſhe could 
not conceive that any body beheld the 
object of her admiration with leſs partia- 
lity than herſelf. Her artleſs love be- 
came more fervent. than ever. She flat- 
tered herſelf that nothing leſs than a re- 
ciprocal paſſion could have prompted 
Mr. Falkland to the deſperate attempt 
of ſaving her from the flames; and ſhe 
truſted that this paſſion would ſpeedily 
declare itſelf, as well as induce the ob- 
jet of her affe&ion to overlook * com- 
A unworthineſs. 
Mr e endeavoured at firſt wits p 
| ſome 
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ſome moderation to check miſs: Melvile 
in her applauſes, and to convince her by 
various tokens that the ſubject was diſ- 
agreeable to him. He was accuſtomed 
to treat her with kindneſs. Emily on 
her part was diſpoſed to yield an unre- 
luctant obedience, and therefore it was 
not difficult to reſtrain her. But upon 
the very next occaſion her favourite. 
topic would force its way to her lips. 
Her obedience was the acquieſcence of a 
frank and benevolent heart; but it was 
the moſt difficult thing in the world to 
-infpire her with fear. Conſcious herſelf. 
that ſhe: would not hurt a worm, ſhe 
could not conceive that any one- would 
harbour cruelty and rancour againſt her. 
Her temper had preſerved her from ob- 
ſtinate contention with the perſons under 
whole protection ſhe was placed; and, as 
her compliance was unheſitating, ſne had 
had no experience of a ſevere andrigorous 
treatment. As Mr. Tyrrel's objection 
. 5 5 e 
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to the very name of Falkland became 
more palpable and uniform, miſs Melvile 
increaſed in her precaution. She would 
flop herſelf in the half- pronounced ſen- | 
tences that were meant to his praiſe, 
This circumſtance had neceſſar ily an. un- 
gracious effect; it was a, cutting ſatire 
upon the imbecility of her kinſman. 
Upon theſe occaſions ſhe would ſome- 
times venture upon a good- humoured ex. 
poſtulation; 2 Dear ſir! well, I wonder 
how you can be ſo ill- natured! I am 
ſure Mr. F alkland would do you any | 
good « office in the world: ;—till the was 
: checked by ſome geſture of impatience 
| and fierceneſs. 2 ; 5 3 
At length ſhe wholly conquered her 

beedleſſneſs and 1 inattention. But it was 
too late. Mr. Tyrrel already ſuſpected 
the exiſtence of that paſſion which ſhe 
bad thoughtleſsly imbibed. His imagi- 
nation, ingenious in torment, ſuggeſted 
to him all the different, openings in con- 
| verlation, | in which ſhe would have in- 
„ 
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troduced the praiſe of Mr. Falkland, 
had ſhe not been placed under this un- 
natural reſtraint, Her preſent reſerve 
upon the ſubject was even more infuffer- 
able than her former loquacity. All his 
Kkindneſs for this unhappy orphan gra- : 
dually ſubſided, Her partiality for the 
man who was the object of his unbounded 
abhorrence, appeared to hing as the laft 
perſecution of a malicious deſliny. He 
figured himſelf, as Mr. Falkland had 
deſeribed him, ©« about to be defert- 
ed by every creature in human form, ” 
all men, under the influence of a fatal 
enchantment, approving only What Was 
ſophiſticated and artificial, and holding 
the rude and genuine offspring of nature 
in mortal antipathy. Impreſſed with 
theſe gloomy preſages, he faw miſs Mel- 
vile with no ſentiments but thoſe of ran- 
corous averſion; and, accuſtomed as he 
was to the uncontroled indulgence of 
his propenſities, he determined to wreak 
upon ber a ſignal revenge. C HAP. 
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CHAP. VIE 


a 


Ma. TYRREL conſulted his old con- | 
fident reſpecting the plan he ſhould pur- 
fue, who, ſympathiſing as he did in the 
brurality and inſolence of his friend, had 
no idea that an inſignificant girl, with: 
out either wealth or beauty, ought to 
be allowed for a moment to ſtand in 
che way of the gratifications of a man of 
Mr. Tyrrel's importance. The firſt idea 
of her now unrelenting kinfman was to 
thruſt her from his doors, and leave her | 
to ſeek her bread as ſhe could. But he 

was conſcious that this proceeding would 
involve him in conſiderable obloquy 3 


and he at length fixed upon a ſcheme 
which, at the ſame time that he believed 
""M would ſufficiently ſhelter his reputa- 


% 


tion, | 


864 
tion, would much more 0 ſecure 
her mortification and puniſhment. 

For this purpoſe he fixed upon a young 
man of twenty, the ſon of one Grimes, 
who occupied a ſmall farm che property 
of his confident. This fellow he re- 
ſolved to impoſe as a huſband on mits 

Melvile, who he ſhrewdly ſuſpected, 
guided by the tender ſentiments ſhe had 
unfortunately conceived for Mr. Falk. 
land, would liften with reluctance to any 
matrimonial propoſal. Grimes he ſelect- 
ed as being in all reſpects the diametrical 
reverſe of Mr. Falkland. He was not 
| preciſely a lad of vicious propenſities, but 
in an. inconceivable ; degree booriſh and 
uncouth. His. complexion was ſcarcely 

human ; his features were coarſe, and 
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ſtrangely diſcordant and disjointed from 


each other. His lips were thick, and the 

| toneof his voice broad and unmodulated, | 
His legs were of equal ſize from one end 
to the other, and his feet misſhapen and 
clumſy... 


4 ; 
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dumſy. He had nothing ſpiteful or ma- 
licious in his diſpoſition, but he was 4 | 
total ſtranger to tenderneſs; he could not 11 
feel for thoſe refinements in others, of & _ || 
which he had no experience in himſelf. ; 
He was an expert boxer; bis inclination 
led him to ſuch amufements as were moſt 
boiſterous; and he delighted in a ſort of 
manual ſarcaſm, which he could not con- | 
ceive to be very injurious, as it left no _ 
traces behind it. His general manners i 
were noiſy and obſtreperous; inattentive | .* 
to others; and obſtinate and unyielding, 
not from any cruelty and ruggedneſs of 1 
temper, but from 'an incapacity to con- _ 
ceive thoſe finer feelings that make ſo 9 


- large a part of tlie hiſtofy of pms = 
who are ae in a Wan mould. 26 1 


fed animal ick the induſtrious malice bb 


of Mr. Tyrrel fixed upon as moſt happily 
adapted to his purpoſe. Emily had hi- 
therto been in an unuſual degree ex- 


5 emp : 
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empted from che oppreſſion of deſpotiſin. 8 


Her happy inſignificance had ſerved her 9 


as a protect ion. No one thought it 
worth his while to fetter her with thoſe 
numerous petty reſtrictions, with which 


the daughters of opulence are commonly 


tormented. She had the wildneſs as well 
as the delicate frame of che bird that 
warbles unmoleſted in its native groves. 
When therefore ſhe heard from her 
kinſman the propoſal of Mr. Grimes for 

a huſband, ſhe was for a moment ſilent 
| with aſtoniſhment at ſo unexpected aſug- 

geſtion. But, as ſoon as ſhe recovered 
her {peech, che replied ; No, hr, Ido not 
want a huſband. 

You do! Are not you Tay hanker- | | 
ing after the men? It is bigh time you 
ſhould be ſettled. _ : 
Mr. Grimes! No, indeed! when do 
have a huſband, it ſhall not be ſoch a 
man as Mr. Grimes neither. 0 
1 Be 


— 
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Be filent ! How dare you give yours | 


elf ſuch. unaccountable liberties? , 
Lord, I wonder what. I ſhould do with 
him, You might as well give me your 
great rough water · dog, and bid me make 
him a ſilk cuſhion to lie in my dreſſing. 
room. Beſide, fir, Grimes is a com- 
mon labouring man, and I am ſure 1. 
have always heard my aunt ſay that ours 
is a very great family. IS 
It is a lie! Our family ? Have you the 


impudence to think Tour; one of our 


family? 

Why, fir! was not your grandpapa 
my. grandpapa ? How then can we be 
| of a different family? , 


For the ſtrongeſt reaſon in the world. 
You are the daughterof a raſcally Scotch- 
man, who ſpent every ſhilling of my 


aunt Lucy's fortune, and left you a beg- 
gar. You have got a hundred pounds, 


and Grimes's father promiſes to give 
2 + him 


* — 
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; Bi as much. How dare you look down 
Upon your equals? | 


c 


Indeed, fir, 1 am not proud. But, 
indeed and indeed, 1 can never love 


Mr. Grimes. I am very happy as 1 am z 


why ſhould I be married? . 
Silence your prating * Grimes will be 


| here this afternoon. Look that you 


behave well to him. If you do not, he 


will remember and repay, when you leaſt 


like! R. 
Nay, 1 am ſure, ſir, you—you are 


not in earneſt? 55 
Not in earneſt | Damn me, but we 


will ſee that. I can tell what you would 
be at. You had rather be Mr. Falk- 
land's miſs, than the wife of a plain 


downright yeoman. But I ſhall take 


care of you.— Aye, this comes of indul- 
gence. You muſt be taken down, miſs. 


You muſt be taught the difference be- 
tween high - flown notions and realities,” 


m_— 


* 


— 
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| Mayhap you may take it a little in dud- 
geon or ſo, But never mind that. Pride 
always wants a little ſmarting. If you 
| ſhould be brought to ſhame, | it is 1 chat 


| ſhall bear the blame of it. 


The tone in which M r. Tyrrel 7 


was ſo different from any thing to which 


miſs Melvile had been accuſtomed, that 


ſhe felt herſelf wholly unable to determine 


| what conſtruction to put upon it. Some- 


times ſhe thought he had really formed 


a plan for impoſing upon her a condition, , 
that ſhe could not bear ſo much as to 
think of. But preſently ſhe rejected this 
idea as an unworthy imputation upon 
her kinſman, and concluded that it was 
only his way, and that all he meant was 
to try her. To be reſolved however ſhe ; 
determined to conſult her conſtant adviſer, 
Mrs. Jakeman, and accordingly repeated 
to her what had paſſed. Mrs, Jakeman 
ſaw the whole in a very different light 
from that in which Emily had conceived 7 
Vor. 3 5 e 
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it, and trembled for the future peace of 
her beloved ward, © 


Lord bleſs me, my dear n deriec 


Emily, (this was the appellation ſhe de- 


lighted to beſtow upon the good houſe- 


keeper) you cannot think ſo? But I do 
not care, I will never marry e 


happen what will. 


But how will you help yourſelf ? My 


wat will oblige you. 


to a child indeed. It is I am to have 
the man, not Mr. Tyrrel. Do you 


turn you out of doors, if you oppoſe him. 


Nay, now you think you are n 


think I will let any body elſe chooſe a 
huſband for me? I am not ſuch a fool 
as that neither. 


Ah, Emily! you little know the diſ. 
advantages of your ſituation. Your cou- 


ſin is a violent man, and perhaps will 


Oh, mamma, it is very wicked of 


you to ſay ſo. 1 am ſure Mr. Tyrrel is a 
very good man, though he be a little 
cCroſs 


* 
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croſs now and then. He knows very 
well that I am right to have a. will of my N 
own in ſuch a thing as this, and nobody "vx 
is puniſhed for doing what is right, 1 

Nobody ought, my dear child. But 
there are very wicked and tyrannical men 
in the world. ” 

Well, well, I will never believe my 
couſin. is one of thoſe, 

hope he is not. 3 

And, if he were, what then ? To be 
ſure | ſhould be very forry to make him 
angry. 

What then? Why then my poor, dear 
Emily would be a beggar. Do  you- ; 
think I could bear to ſee that? 

No, no. Mr. Tyrrel has juſt told me 
that I have a hundred pounds. But, if 
1 had no fortune at all, is not that the 
caſe with a thouſand other folks ? Why | 
ſhould I grieve, for what they bear and 
are merry! ? Do not make yourſelf uneaſy, 
mamma. I am determined that I wil! 

of a as; 


" 


ber, and I defire, do you ſee? that you 
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8 « *. 


do any . rather than mar Ty Grimes; "a 
that 1 is what 1 will, 5 „55 
Mrs. Jakeman could not t bear the u un- 
eaſy ſtate of ſuſpenſe in which this con- 
verſation left her mind, and went imme- 
diately to the ſquire to have he: doubts 
reſolved. The manner in which ſhe pro- 
poſed the queſtion ſufficiently indicated 
the judgment ſhe bad formed of the 


match. 


That is true, faid Mr. Tyrrel, 1 EHIY | 
ed to ſ peak to you about this affair. The 
girl has got unaccountable notions in her 
head, that will be the ruin of her 'You : 
perhaps can tell where ſhe bad them. 


But, be that as it will, it 18 high time 


ſomething ſhould be done, The ſhorteſt 
way is the beſt, and to keep things well 


While they are well. In ſhort I am de- 


termined ſhe ſhall marry this lad : you 
do not know any harm of him, do you? 
You have a good deal of influence with 


9 A 
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will employ it to lead her to o her good: 
you had beſt, I can tell you. She is a 
pert vixen! By and by ſhe would be a 


whore, and at laſt no better than a com- ö 


| mon trull, and rot upon a dunghil, if f 
were not at all theſe pains to ſave her 


from deſtruction. 1 would make her an 


honeſt farmer's wife, and my pretty mils 
cannot bear. the thoughts « of it! 


In the afterpoon Grimes came accord- 


ing to appointment, and was leſt alone 
with the young lady. Well, miſs, ſaid 


he, it ſeems the {quire has a mind to make 


us man and wife. For my part, 1 can- 
not fay 1 ſhould have thought of it. 


But, being as how the ſquire has broke 
the ice, if ſo be as you like of the match, 
why I am your man, Speak the word; a 


nod i is as good as awink toa blind horſe ; 


nd. then, do you, ſee, why there 1 Is no 


more to be ſaid. 

| Emily was already fufficiently CY 
at the unexpected — of Mr. Tyrrel. 
I 3 She 
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She was confounded at the * of tis — 
| 5 ſituation, and ſtill more at the unculti- 
| vated rudeneſs of her lover, whica even 
exceeded her expectation. This confuſion 
was interpreted by Grimes into diffidence. 
Come, come, never be caſt down. Put 
'S, 2 gocd face upon it. What though ? 
1 My firſt ſweetheart was Bet Butterfield, 
| | 7 but what of that? What muſt be, muſt 
be; grief will never fill the belly. Sbe 
was a fine ſtrapping wench, that is the 
truth of it! Five foot ten inches, and as 
ſtout as a trooper. Oh, ſhe would do a 
power of work 1 Up early and down late; 
milked ten cows with her own hands; on 
N with her cardinal, rode to market be- 
tween her panniers, fair weather and foul, „ 
hail, blow or ſnow. It would have done 
your heart good to have ſeen her froſt 
bitten cheeks, as red as a beefen from N 
ber own orchard! Ah, ſhe was a maid 3 
1 mettle; would romp with the barveſt- 
men, flap one upon the back, wreſtle 
f | with 
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with another, and had a rogue's trick 


and a. joke for all round. Poor girl! 
| the broke her neck down-ſtairs at a 


_ chriſtening. To be ſure I ſhall never 
meet with her fellow! But never you 
mind chat! I do not doubt that I ſhall - 


find more in you upon further acquaint- 
ance. As coy and baſhful as you ſeem, 
1 dare ſay you are rogue enough at bot- 
tom. When I have touzted and rum- 
pled you a little, we ſhall ſee. I am no 
chicken, miſs, whatever you may think. 
I know what is what, and can ſee as far 
into @ milſtone as another. Ay, ay; 
vou will come to. The fiſh will ſnap at 
the bait, never doubt it, Yes, yes, we 
ſhall rub on main well together. E 
Emily by this time had in ſome de- 
gree muſtered up her ſpirits, and began, 


though with heſitation, to thank Mr. 
Grimes for his good opinion, but to con- 


* 


feſs that ſhe could never be brought to 


favour his addreſſes. She therefore in- 
„„ treated 
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treated him to deſiſt from all further ap- 
plication. This remonſtrance on ber 
part would have become more intelligible, 
N had it not been for his boiſterous manners 
[ * and extravagant chearfulneſs, which in- 
| _ diſpoſed him to filence, and made him 
ſuppoſe that at half a word he had a ſuf- 
ficient intimation of another's meaning. 
Mr. Tyrrel in the mean time was too im- 
patient, not to interrupt the ſcene before 
they could }ave time to proceed far in 
explanation; and he was ſtudious in the 
ſequel to prevent the young folks from 
being too intimately acquainted with 
each other's inclinations. Grimes of con- 
ſequence attributed the reluctance of 
miſs Melvile to maiden coyneſs, and 
the {kittiſh ſhyneſs of an unbroken colt. 
Indeed had it been otherwiſe, it is not 
- probable that it would have made any 
- effetual impreſſion upon him; as he 
was always accuſtomed to conſider Wo- 
men as made for the recreation of the 
| men, 


the world made her ſhrink from this pro- 


CALEB WILLIAMS, 17) 
men, and to exclaim againſt the weakneſs 
of people who taught them to imagine 
they were to judge for themſelves. _ 

As the ſuit proceeded and mifs Met» 
vile ſaw more of her new admirer, her an- 
tipathy increaſed. But, though her cha- 
racter was unſpoiled by thoſe falſe wants 
which frequently make people of family 
miſerable while they have every thing 
that nature requires within their reach, 
yet ſhe had been little uſed to oppoſition, 
and was terrified at the growing ſtern- 
neſs of her kinſman. Sometimes the _ 
thought of flying from a houſe which 
was now become ber dungeon; but the 
habits of her youth, and her i ignorance of 


ject when ſhe contemplated it more nearly. 5 
Mrs. Jakeman indeed could not Think 
with patience of young Grimes as a huſ- 
band for her darling Emily; but her pru- 
dence determined her to reſiſt with all her 
might” the idea on the part of che young 

2 1 5 1 Mm 
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lady of proceeding to extremities. She 
could not believe that Mr. Tyrrel would 

perſiſt in ſuch an unaccountable perſecu- 
tion, and the exhorted miſs Melvile to 
forget for a moment the unaffected inde- 
pehdence of her character, and patheti- 
cally to deprecate Mr. Tyrrel's obſtinacy. 
| She had great confidence in the inge- 
nuous eloquence of her ward. Mrs. 


4 Jakeman did not know what was aſking | 


in the breaſt of the tyrant. 
Mit Melvile complied with the fag 
1 8 of her mamma. One morning 
immediately after breakfaſt ſhe went to 
her harpfichord, and played one after 
another ſeveral of thoſe airs that were 
moſt the favourites of Mr. Tyrrel. Mrs. | 
Jakeman was retired ; the ſervants were 
gone <0 their reſpective employments. 
Mr. Tyrrel would have gone alſo; his 
mind was untuned, and he did not take 
the pleaſure he had been accuſtomed to 


ke in the muſical performances of 
Emily. 
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Emily. But her finger was now more 
taſteful than common. Her. mind was 
probably wrought up to a firmer and 
bolder tone by the recolle&ion of the 
cauſe ſhe was going to plead, at the ſame 
time that it was exempt from thoſe inca- 
pacitating tremors which would have 
been felt by one that dared not look po- 
verty in the face. Mr. Tyrrel was un» 
able to leave the apartment. Sometimes 
he traverſed it with impatient ſtep ; then 
he hung over the poor innocent whoſe 
powers were exerted to pleaſe him; at 
length he threw himſelf in a chair oppo- 
ſite, with his eyes turned towards Emily. 
It was eaſy to trace- the progreſs of his 
emotions. The furrows into which bis 
countenance was contracted were gra- 
dually relaxed ; his features were bright; 


ened into a ſmile; the kindneſs with 


which he had upon former occaſions con- 


| templated Emily ſeemed to revive in his 


heart. 


16 "Emily 
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Emily watched her opportunity. As 
Icon as ſhe had finiſhed one of the pieces, 
__ roſe and went to Mr, Tyrrel.- 
Now have not I done it nicely > And 
ho all this will not you give me a re- 
"ou . 
A reward ir come here, and. I will 
give you a kiſs. | 7 
No, that is not it. And: wy you = 
not kiſſed me this many a day. For- 
merly you ſaid you loved me, and called 
me your Emily. I am ſure you did not 
love me better than I loved you. You 
have not forgot all the kindneſs you once 
had for me? added ſhe anxiouſly. . 
Forgot? no, no. How can you: aſk 
fuck a queſtion ? You thall be my dear 
uy r 3. 
Ah, thoſe were happy t ties! ;1 Og re- 
| plied, a little mournfully. Do you know, 
couſin, 1 wiſh I could wake, and fine 
that the laſt - month, —only * 
month, —was a dream? VVV 
8 EE | What 
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What do you mean by that? ſaid Mr. 
Tyrel with an altered voice. Have a 
care! Do. not put me out of humour. 
Do not come with any of your romantic 
Notions no. „ $964 

No, no. I. have no romantic notions 
in my head. I ſpeak of ſomething 
upon which the e of my We * 
Nh f 
Ice. what you 1 FO at. Be 

alent. You know it is to no purpoſe to 
plague me with your ſtubbornneſs. You 
will not let me be in good humour with 
you for a moment. What my mind is 
determined on about Grimes, all the 
world. ſhall not move me to give up. 
Dear, dear couſin, why, but conſider 
now. Grimes is a rough ruſtic lout, like 
Orſon, in the ſtory- book. He wants a 
wife like himſelf. He would be as un- 
eaſy and as much at a loſs with me, as I 
with him. Why ſhould we both of us 
be d to do what ichen of us is in- 
$4: 1 _ | 1 clined 


wy 
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clined to? I cannot think what coutd 
ever have put it in your head. But 
now, for goodneſs ſake, give it up? 
Marriage is a ſerious thing. You ſhould | 
not think of joining two people for a2 
whim, who are neither of them fit for 
one another in any reſpect in the world. 
We ſhould feel mortified and diſappoint- 
ed all our lives. Month would go after 
- month; and year after year, and I could 
never hope to be my own but by the 
death of a perſon I ought to love, I am 
ſure, fir, you cannot mean me all this 
harm. What have I done, that e 
| . deſerve to have you for an enemy? 
1 am not your enemy. I tell you as 
it is neceffary to put you out of harm's 
way. But, -if 1 were your enemy, L 
could not be a worſe torment to you 
chan you are to me. Are not you con- 
| unually finging the praiſes of Falkland ? 
Are not you in love with Falkland > 
That man is a legion of devils to met, 
1 ie 


CALEB WILLIAMS. . 


I might as well have been a beggar! 1 
might as well have been a dwarf or a 
monſter ! Time was when I was thought 
entitled to reſpect. But now, debauched 
by this Frenchified raſcal, they call me 
rude, Curly, a tyrant! It is true that 
1 cannot talk in finical phraſes, flatter 
people with hypoctitical praiſe, or ſup- 
preſs the real feelings of my mind | The 
ſcoundrel knows his pitiful advantages, 
- and inſults me upon them without ceaſj- 
ing. He is my rival and my perſecutor. 
And at laſt, as if all this were not enough, 
he has found means to ſpread the peſti- 
lence in my own family. Lou, whom 
we took up out of charity, the chance- 
born brat of a ſtolen marriage! you, 
muſt turn upon your benefactor, and 
vound me in the point that of all others 
1 could leaſt bear. If I were your enemy, 
ſhould not 1 n reaſon ? Could I ever 


inflict upon you ſuch injuries as you have 


made me ſuffer? And who are you? 
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The lives of fifty / ſuch cannot atone fot 


an hour of my uneaſineſs. If you were to 
lager for twenty years upon the rack, 


you would never feel what I have felt. 
But I am your friend. I ſee which way 
you are going, and J am determined to 


| fave you from this thief, this hypocritical 


deſtroyer of us all. Every moment that 


the miſchief is left to itſelf, it does but 
make bad worſe, and I am determined | 


- 


to ſave you out of hand. l 13 ob 
The angry eee FEY Mr: 
Tyrrel ſuggeſted. new ideas to the tender 


mind of miſs Melvile. He had never 


confeſſed the emotions of his ſoul ſo ex · 


thoughts ſuffered him to be no longer 


maſter of himſelf. She ſaw with aſto- 
niſhment that he was the irreconcilable 


foe of Mr. Falkland; whom ſhe had 


fondly imagined it was the ſame thing to 


know aud admire; and that be harbour- 


ed a cet and rooted reſerament againſt 


herſelf. 2 
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herſelf, She recoiled without well know- 
ing why before the ferocious paſſions of 
her kinſman, and was convinced that ſhe 
bad nothing to hope from his implacable 
temper. But her alarm was the prelude 
of firmneſs and not of cowardice. 
4 No, ſir, replied ſne, indeed 1 will not 
be driven any way that you happen to 
like. I have been uſed to obey you, 
and i in all that is reaſonable I will obey Ei 
you flill, But you urge me too far. 
What do you tell me of Mr. Falkland > - 
Have I ever done any thing to deſerve 
your unkind ſuſpicions?" Iam innocent, 
and will continue innocent. Mr. Grimes 
is well enough, and will no doubt find 
women that like him. But he is not fit 
for me, and torture ſhall not t forcs me » . 
be his wife. 
Mr. Tyrrel was not a | Vitle afonifhed 
at the ſpirit which Emily diſplayed upon 
this occaſion. He had calculated too 
| _ _ the general mildneſs and 
FI Ow; | ſuavity 
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ſaavicy of her diſpoſition. He now en- 
deavoured to qualify tlie harſhneſs of his 
former ſentiments. - 
_ God damn my foul! And 00 you can 
ſcold, can you? You expett every body 
to turn out of his way, and fetch and 
carry, juſt as you pleaſe? I could find 
in my heart But you know my mind. 
I inſiſt upon it that you let Grimes court 
you, and that you lay aſide your ſulks, 
and give him a fair hearing. Will you 
do that? If then you perſiſt in your 
wilfulneſs, why there, I ſuppoſe, is an 
end of the matter. Do not think that 
any body is going to marry you, whe- 
ther you will or no. Tou are no ſuch 
mighty prize, I aſſure you. If you knew 
your own intereſt, you would be glad to 
take the young fellow, while he is willing. 
Miſs Melvile rejoiced in the proſpect, 
which the laſt words of her kinſman af- 
forded her, of a termination at no great 
— to her preſent perſecutions,” Mrs, 
2 | =Y n 
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jakeman, to whom ſhe communicated 


them, congratulated Emily on the re- 
turning moderation and ggod ſenſe of 
the ſquire, and herſelf on her prudence 
in having urged. the young lady to this 
happy expoſtulation. But their mutual 


felicitations laſted not long. Mr. Tyr- 
rel informed Mrs. Jakeman of the ne- 


ceſſity in which he found himſelf of ſend- 
ing ber to a diſtance upon a buſineſs 


which would not fail to detain her ſeve-" 
ral weeks; and though the errand by no 
means wore an artificial or ambiguous | 
face, the two friends drew a melancholy 


preſage from this ill- timed ſeparation. 
Mrs. Jakeman i inthe mean time exhorted 


her ward. to perſevere, reminded her of 


the compunction which had already been 


manifeſted by her kinſman, and encou- 


raged her to hope every thing from her 


courage and good temper. Emily on 


her part, though grieved at the abſence _ 


of her protector and counſellor at ſo in- 
rereſting 
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tereſting a cr iſis, was Utah to uſpe c 
Mr. Tyrrel of ſuch a degree either of 
malice or duplicity as could Attard ground 
for ſerious alarm. She congratulated | 
herſelf upon her delivery from ſo alarm- 
ing a perſecution, and drew a prognoſlie 
of future ſucceſs from this happy termi- 
natiqn of the firſt ſerious affair of her life. 
She exchanged a ſtate of fortitude and 
alarm for her former pleaſing dreads | 
0 reſpecking Mr. Falkland. Theſe the 
| bore without impatience, | She was even 
taught by the unceftainty of the event to 
__ "defire to prolong rather than abridge a 
1 fituation, which might be delufive, but 
which Was not without i its 18 5 
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Mr. Tyrrel s intention than to ſuffer his 
project to be chus terminated. No. 
ſooner was he freed from the fear of his 
houſekeeper s interference, than he 
changed the whole ſyſtem of his con- 
duct. He ordered miſs Melvile to be. 
cloſely confined to her own apartment, 
and deprived of all means of communi- 
cating her ſituation to any one out of his, 
own houſe. He placed over her a female 
ſervant 1 in whoſe diſcretion he could con- 
fide, and who, having formerly been ho- 
noured with the amorous notices of the 
ſquire, conſidered the diſtinctions that 
were paid to Emily at Tyrrel Place as 
an uſurpation upon her more reaſonable 
claims. The 2 2 himſelf did every 
Ee ching 
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thing in his. power to blaſt the young 


lady's reputation, and repreſented to his 
attendants. theſe precautions as neceſ. 


ſary, to prevent her from eloping to his 


neighbour, and plunging berfelt i in total 


As ſoon as mils Melvile had been 2 


twenty four hours in durance, and there 


was ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe that her ſpirit. 


might be ſubdued to the emergeney of 
her ſituation, Mr. Tyrrel thought proper 
to go to her, to explain the grounds of 
her preſent treatment, and acquaint her 
with the only means by which ſhe could 


hope for a change. Emily no ſooner 


ſaw him, than ſhe turned towards him 
with an air of greater firmneſs than per- 


haps ſhe had ever aſſumed in her life, 


and accoſted him thus: 


Well, fir, is it you? I 8 to * | 


you. It ſeems I am nut up here by 
your orders. What does this mean ? 


What right have you to make a priſoner 


of 


1 — 
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of me? What do I'owe you? Your mo- 
ther left me a hundred pounds: have 

you ever offered to make any addition 
to my fortune ? But, if you had, I do 


not want it. I do not pretend to be bet- 


ter than the children of other poor pa- 

rents; I can maintain myſelf as they do. 

J prefer liberty to wealth. I ſee you are 
| ſurpriſed at the reſolution 1 exert. But 
ought I not to turn again, when I am 


trampled.upon ? I ſhould have left you 


before now, if Mrs. Jakeman had not 
overperſuaded me, and if I had not 
thought better of you, than by your. 


preſent behaviour I find you deſerve. 
But now, ſir, I intend to leave your 
| houſe this moment, and inſiſt upon it 


that you do not endeavour to prevent 


me, 


* 
, 
—— 


I bus ſaying, ſhe roſe, and went to- 
wards the door, while Mr. Tyrrel ſtood 

thunderſtruck at her magnanimity. See- 

ing however that ſhe was upon the point 
: | OE of 
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olf ka 4 out of the reach of hy power, 
he 3 | Waal, and pulled her 
ME. 5 
What is in the wind now? Do you 
think, ſtrumpet, chat you ſhall get, (Re: - 
better of me by ſheer impudence ? Sit 
down] reſt you ſatisfied So you want 
to know by what right you are here, do. 
you? By the right of poſſeſſion, This 
| houſe is mine, ad you are in my power. 
There is no Mrs. Jskeman now to ſpirit 
you away; no, por no Falkland to bully 
I have countermined you, 
damn me, and blown up; your ſchemes. 
Do you think I will be contradicted and 
oppoſed for nothing ? When did you 
ever know any body reſiſt my will with- 
out being made repent? And ſhall I 
now be 'brow-beaten by a chitty: faced 
girl I have not given you a fortune ? 
Damn you, who brought you up? I will 
make you a bill for clothing and lodg- 
ing. Ys: not you know that every cre- 
ditor | 


| CALEB WILLIAMS, 193 
ditor has a right to ſtop bis runaway. - 
debtor? You may think as you pleaſe ; | 
but here you are till you marry Grimes. 
Heaven and earth ſhall not prevent but 
I will get the better of your nen | 
Ungenerous, unmerciful man and 
ſo it is enough for you that I have no- 
body to defend me! But I am not fo 
helpleſs as you may imagine. You may 
impriſon my body, but you cannot con- 
quet my mind. Marry Mr. Grimes 
And is this the way to bring me to your 
purpoſe? Every hardſhip ] ſuffer puts 
{till further diſtant the end for which I 
am thus unjuſtly treated. You are not 
uſed to have your will contradicted oy 
When did I ever contradict it? And in 
a concern that is ſo completely my on 
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ſhall my. will go for nothing? Would | 
you lay down this rule for yourſelf, and | 
ſufferno other creature to take the bene- 1 
fit of it? I want nothing of you; how l 
| 

dare you refuſe me the privilege of a 1 
. reaſonable . | 
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ifonible being, to live unmoleſted i in 
poverty and innocence? What ſort of a 
man do you ſhow yourſelf, you that lay 

claim to the reſpe& and zpplauſe of | 
every one that knows you? 

| Theſſpitited reproaches of Emily had 
at firſt the effect to fill Mr. Tyrrel with 
aſtoniſhment, and make bim feel abaſh- 


ed and overawed in the- preſence of this = | 


unprotected innocent. But his confu- 
fion was the reſult of ſurpriſe. When 

- the firſt emotion wore off, he curſed him- 
ſelf for being moved by her expoſtula- 
tions; and was ten times more exaſ- 
perated againſt her for daring to defy 
his reſentment, at a time when ſhe had 
every thing to fear. His deſ Potic and 
unforgiving propenſities ſtimulated him 
to a degree little ſhort of madneſs. At 
the ſame time his Habits, which were 
penſive and gloomy, led him to tnedi- 
tate a variety of ſchemes to puniſh her 
ey He began to fuſpeRt that 
75 chere 


there was little hope of ſucceeding by 
open force; and therefore determined 
to have recourſe to treachery. | . + 
He found in Grimes an inſtrument 
ſufficiently adapted to his purpoſe. This 
fellow, without an atom of intentional | 
malice, was fitted by the mere coarſeneſs — 
of his perceptions for che perpetration of 
the greateſt injuries. He regarded both 
injury and advantage merely as they re- 
lated to the gratifications of appetite; 
and conſidered it as eſſential in true wiſ- 
dom to treat with inſult the effemina- 
cy of thoſe, who ſuffer themſelves to be 
tormented with ideal misfortunes. 'He 
believed that no happier deſtiny could | 
befal a young woman than to be his 7 
wife, and conceived that that termin- | 
tion would amply compenſate for any 
calamities ſhe might ſuppoſe herſelf to 
| undergo in the interval, He was there- 
| KB fore eaſily prevailed upon by certain 
temptations which Mr. Tyrrel knew how | 
"iS - to 
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to employ, to take part in the plot into 
which miſs Melvile was meant to 15 * 
en 
Matters being thus lo Mr. 
of yrrel proceeded through the means 
of the jailor (for the experience he 
already had of perſonal diſcuſſion did not 
Ancline him to repeat his viſits), to play 
upon the fears of his priſoner. This | 
woman, ſometimes under pretence of 
friendſhip, and ſometimes with open ma- 
lice, informed Emily from time to time 
of the preparations that were making 
or her marriage. One day the ſquire 
had rode over to look at a neat little 
farm which was deſtined for the habita- 
tion of the new · married couple,” and at 
another a quantity. of live ſtock and 
houſhold furniture was procured, that 
every thing might be ready for their re- 
ception.” She then told her of a 
licence that was bought, a parſon in 
een and a "on! fixed. for the nup- 
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tials.“ When Emily endeavoured,” 
though with increaſed. miſgivings, to 
ridicule theſe proceedings as abſolutely. - 
nugatory without her conſent, her artful 
1 gouvernante related various ſtories of 
forced marriages, and aſſured her that 
neither proteſtations, nor ſilence, nor 
fainting would be of any avail, either to 
ſuſpend the ceremony, or to ſet i it © aſide 
when performed. e Rea” 
The ſituation of miſs Melvile was in 
an eminent degree pitiable. She had no 
intercourſe but with her perſecutors. 
She had not a human being with whom 
to conſult, and who might afford her the 5 
ſmalleſt degree of conſolation and enk 
couragement. She had courage; but | 
it was neither confirmed nor directed by 
the dictates of experience. It could not 
therefore be expected to he ſo inflexible 
as with better information it would ao 
doubt have been found. She bad a 2 
clear and noble ſpirit ; but ſhe had ſme 
MH Kz — "i | 
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of her ſex s errors. Her mind ſunk un- 
der the uniform terrors with which ſhe 
was affailed, and her health became vi- 
ſibly impaired. | 
Her firmneſs being thus far under- | 
mined, Grimes, in purſuance of his in- 
ſtruct ions, took care in his next inter- 
view to throw out an inſinuation, that 
for his own part he had never cared for 
the match, and, ſince ſhe was ſo averſe 
to it, would be better pleaſed that it 
ſhould never take place. Between one 
and the other however he was got into a 
ſcrape, and now he ſuppoſed. he muſt 
marry, will he, nill he. The two ſquires 
would infallibly ruin him upon the leaſt 
f appearance of backwardneſs on his part, | 
as poor Hawkins had been ruined before, 
Emily was rejoiced to find her admirer. | 
in ſo favourable a diſpoſition; and 
_ earneſtly preſſed him to give effect to 
this humane declaration. Her repreſen - 
rations were full of eloquence and energy. 
b , Grimes. 
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Grimes appeared to be moved at the 
fervency of her manner; but ohjected 
the reſentment of Mr. Tyrrel and his 
landlord. At length however he ſug- 
geſted a project in conſequence of which 
he might aſſiſt her in her eſcape, without 
its ever coming to their knowledge, as 
indeed there was no likelihood that their 
| fuſpicions would fix upon him. To be 
fure, ſaid he, you have refuſed me in a 
diſdainful ſort of a, Way, as a man may 
ſay. Mayhap you thought I was no 
better than a brute. But I bear you no 
malice, and I will ſhow. you that I am 
more kind- hearted than you have been 
| willing to think. Ic is a ſtrange ſort of a 
vagary you, bave taken, to ſtand in your 
own light, and diſoblige all your friends. 
But, if you are reſolute, do you ſee ? I 
ſcorn to be the huſband of a laſs that is 
not every bit as willing as 1.;, and fo £ 
will even hel p to put you in a condition 
to follow your own inclinations. 

K 4 Emily 
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Emily liſtened to theſe ſuggeſtions at 
firſt with eagerneſs and approbation. 
But her fervency ſomewhat abated, when 
they came to diſcuſs the minute parts 

of the undertaking.” It was neceſſary, 

as Grimes informed her, that her eſcape 

ſhould be effected in the dead of the 
7 night, He, would conceal himſelf for 
that purpoſe in the garden, and be pro- 
vided with falſe keys by which to deliver 
her from her priſon. Theſe circum- 


ſtances were by no means adapted to 


calm her perturbed imagination. To 
throw herſelf into the arms of the man, | 
whoſe intercourſe ſhe was employing 


every method to avoid, and whom under 


the idea of a partner for life ſhe could 
| leaſt of all men endure; was no doubt an 
extraordinary proceeding. The attend- 
ant circumftances of darkneſs and ſoli- 
tude aggravated the picture. The firs : 


ation of Tyrrel Place was uncommonly ot 


nel: : it was three mites from the near- 
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eſt village, and no leſs than ſeven from 
that in which Mrs. Jakeman's ſiſter re- 
ſided, under whoſe protection miſs. Mel- 
vile was deſirous of placing herſelf. The 


ingenuoys character of Emily did not 


allow her once to ſulpe& Grimes of in- 


tending to make an ungenerous and 


. 


brutal advantage of theſe circumſtances ;: - 
but her mind involuntarily - revolted- 
againſt the idea of commuting herſelf 


alone to the diſpoſal of a man, whom ſhe: 
had lately been accuſtomed to conſider: * 


as the inſtrument of her treacherous re- 


A 


After having for Lane time revolved. by 


thels. conſiderations, ſhe thought of the 
expedient of defiring Grimes to engage- 


Mrs. Jakeman's ſiſter to wait for her at 


the outſide of the garden. But this 


Grimes peremptorily refuſed. He even 
fell. into a paſſion at the propoſal. It 


ſhowed very little gratitude, to deſire | 
bim to diſcloſe to other * con- 
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cern in this dangerous affair. For his. 


part he was determined, in conſideration; 
of his own ſafety, never to appear in it 
to any living ſoul. If miſs did not be 


lieve him, when he made chis propoſal 
out of pure good nature, and would not 
truſt him a ſingle inch, ſhe might even. 


\. ſee to the conſequences herſelf. He was. 
reſolved to condeſcend no further to the 


whims of a perſon who in her treatment: 
of him had ſhown herſelf as pt as: 


Lucifer himſelf, 

Emily. exerted herſelf to e his. 
reſentment; but all the eloquence of her- 
new confederate could not prevail upon 


ber inſtantly to give up her objection. þ 
She defired till the next day to conſider. 
of it. The day after was fixed by.Mr.. 
Tyrrel for the marriage ceremony. In. 
the mean time ſhe was peſtered with 
intimations in a. thouſand forms: of the 


fate that ſo nearly awaited her. The 


Were were ſo continued, metho- 
| dical. | 


ALIEN WIEKLIAMS - 203. 


dical and regular, as to produce in her 
the moſt painſul and aching anxiety, If 
her heart attained a moment's intermiſ- 
fion upon the ſubject, her female attend- 
ant was ſure by ſome fly hint or ſarcaſ- | 
tical remark to put a ſpecdy termination 
to her tranquillity. She felt herſelf, as 
9 ſhe afterwards remarked, alone, unin- 
ſtructed, juſt broken looſe as it were from 
the trammels of infancy, without one 
ſingle creature to concern himſelf in her 
fate. She, who till then had never known 
an enemy, had now for three weeks not 
feen the glimpſe of a human counte- 
nance, that ſhe had not good reaſon to 
conſider as wholly. eſtranged to her at 
leaſt, if not varelentingly bent on her 
deſtruction. She now for the firſt time 
experienced the anguiſh of never having 
known her parents, and being caſt upon 
the charity of people with whom ſhe had 
too little equality to hope to receive from 
them ihe offices of friendſhip. | 
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The ſucceeding aight 1 was filled-with . 
_ molt anxious thoughts. When a 
momentary oblivion ſtole upon her 
ſenſes, her diſtempered imagination con- 
Jjured up a thouſand images of violence 
and filihood; the ſaw herſelf in the hands 
of her determined enemies, who did not 
heſitate by the moſt daring treachery to 
complete her ruin. Her waking thoughts 
were not more conſoling. The ſtruggle : 
was too great for her conftitution. As 
morning approached, ſhe reſolved at all 
| hazards to put herſelf into. the hands 
of Grimes. This getermination was no 
ſooner made, than ſhe felt her heart ſen- 
ſibly lightened. She could not conceive 
any evil which could reſult from this 
proceeding, that deſerved to be put in 
the balance againſt thoſe which, under 
the roof of her kinſman, une un- 
avoidable. RY 325 ; 
When ſhe communicated 1 PONY . 
nation to Grimes, it was not poſſible to 

ſay 
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"bis wliaher he received: pleaſure or pain 


from the intitnation. He ſmiled indeed, 

but his ſmile was accompanied by a cer- 

tain abrupt ruggedneſs of countenance; 
ſo that it might equally well be the fa 


of ſarcaſm or of congratulation- He 


however renewed his aſſurance of fidelity 
to his engagements and punctuality of 


execution. Meanwhile the day was in- 


terſperſed with nuptial preſents and pre- 


parations, all indicating the firmneſs as 


well as ſecurity of the directors of the 
ſcene. Emily had hoped that, as the 
crifis approached, they might have re- 
mitted ſomething of their ufual diligence. 


She was reſolved in that caſe, if a fair 
opportunity had offered, ta give the flip 


both to her jailors, and to her new and 
reluctantly choſen confederate. But, 
rhough extremely vigilant for that pur- 
poſe, ſhe found . execution of a idea 
impracticable. 


"M6 length the evigh ſo cb ab 
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happineſs. nnn The Wiss of 
Emily could not fail on this occaſion to 
be extremely agitated. She had firſt ex- 
erted all her perſpicacity to elude the 


vigilance of her attendant. This inſo- 
lent unfeeling tyrant, inſtead of any 


relentings, bad only ſought to make 


ſport of her anxiety. Accordingly in 


one inſtance ſhe hid herſelf, and, ſuffer- 
ing Emily to ſuppoſe. that the coaſt was 


clear, met her at the end of the gallery, 
near the top of the ſtair-caſe. How do 
you do, my dear? ſaid ſhe, with an in- 


ſulting tone. And ſo the little dear 
thought itſelf cunning enough to out- 
wit me, did it? Oh, it was a fly little 
gipſey ! Go, go back, love; troop ! 
Emily felt deeply the trick that was 


played upon her. She ſighed, but diſ- 
dained to return any anſwer. to this low 


vulgarity. Being once more in her 


chamber, ſhe ſat down in a chair, and | 
| remained buried 1 in reverie for! more than 


Wo 


5 
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two hours. After this ſhe. went to her 
drawers, and turned over in a hurrying, 
confuſed way her linen and clothes, hav= 


ing in her mind the proviſion it would 
be neceſſary to make for her elopement. 
Her jailor officiouſſy followed her from 


place to place, and obſerved what he 
did for the preſent in filence. It was 


now the hour of reſt. Good night, 


child, ſaid this ſaucy girl in the act of 
retiring. It is time to lock up. For 


the few next hours the time is your on. 
Make the beſt uſe of it! Do'ee think 
ee can creep out at the key-hole, lovey 
At eight o'clock. you ſee me again. And 


her hands, it is all over. The ſun is 


not ſurer to riſe, than you and your ho- 
_ neſt man to be made one. | 

1 here was ſomething in the tone 0 
which this ſlut uttered her farewel, that 
ſuggeſted the queſtion to Emily, What 
does ſne mean? Is it poſſible that ſhe- 
| y ſhould. 
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ſhould know whne hab been lined foe | 
the few next hours? This was the firſt 
moment that ſuſpicion had offered itſelf 
and its continuance was ſhort, With 
an aching heart ſhe folded up the few: 
neceſſaries the intended to take with her. 
She inſtinQtively liſtened, with an an- 
xiety that would almoſt have enabled, 
her to hear the ſtirrin g-of a leaf. From 
time to time ſhe thought her ear was. 
ſtruck with the ſound of feet; but the 
treading, if treading 1 it were, was lo ſoft, 
that ſhe could never aſcertain whether it 
were a real ſound, or the mere creature 
of the fancy. Then all was ſtill, as if the 55 
univerſal. motion had been at reſt. By. 
and by ſhe conceived: ſhe. overheard a 
noiſe as of buzzing and low. muttered 
ſpeech. Her heart palpitated; for a 
ſecond time ſhe began to doubt the ho- 
neſty of Grimes. The ſuggeſtion. was | 
now more anxious than before; but Ws 


was too late. Preſently ſhe heard the 
f ſound. .. 


„ 
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found of a key in her chamber door, and 
the ruſtic made his appearance. She 
ſtarted, and cried, Are we diſcovered? _ 
did not I hear you ſpeak? Grimes ad- 
vanced on tiptoe with his finger to his 
lip. No, no, replied he, all is ſafe! He 
took her by the hand, led her in ſilence 
out of the houſe, and then acroſs the 
garden. Emily examined with her eye 
the doors and paſſages as they proceed- 
ed, and looked on all ſides wich fearful 
ſuſpicion, but every thing was as vacant 
and till as ſhe herſelf could have wiſhed: 
Grimes opened a back-door'of.the gar. 
den already unlocked, that led into an 
unſrequented lane. There ſtood. two 
horſes ready equipped for the journey, 
and faſtened by their bridles to a poſt 
not ſix yards diſtant from the garden. 
Grimes pulhed the door after them. By 
Gemini, ſaid he, my heart was in my 
mouth. As I comed along to you, I 
ſaw. Man, coachey, pop along from the 
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back · door to the ſtables. He was widhia 
a bop, ſtep and jump of me. But he 
had a lanthorn in his hand, and he did 
not ſee me, being as I was darkling. 
Saying thus, he aſüſted miſs Melvile to 
mount. — He troubled: her little ding | 
the route. On the contrary he was re- 
markably filent and contemplative, a 
circumſtance by no means diſagreeable 
to Emily, to whom his ee bad 
never been acceptable. Wh 1 8 
Alfter having proceeded, about uw 


miles, they turned into a wood, through 


which the road led to the place of. their 
deſtination. The night was extremely 
dark, at the ſame time that the air was 
ſoft and mild, it being now the middle 
of ſummer. Under pretence of-explor- 
ing the way, Grimes contrived, when 
5 they had already penetrated into the 
midſt of this gloomy ſolitude, to get his, 
| horſe abreaſt with that of miſs Melvile, 
and then, n reaching out his hand, 


ſeized 


* 
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feized hold of her bridle. I think we 
may as well ſtop here a bit, ſaid he. 
Stop! exclaimed Emily with ſurpriſe. 
Why ſhould we . Mr. Grimes, 
what do you mean? | 
| Come, come, ſaid us never ol | 
5 ve to wonder. Did you think 1 
|.  wereſuch a gooſe, to take all this trouble 
1 merely to gratify your whim? Þ faith, 
nobody ſhall find me a pack-horſe, to go 
of other folks? errands, without know. 
ing a reaſon why. I cannot ſay that I 
much minded to have you at firſt; but 
your ways are enough to ſtir the blood 
of my grandad. Far fetched and dear- 
bougnht is always reliſhing. Your conſent 
was ſo hard to gain, that ſquire thought _ 
it was ſureſt aſking in the dark. A' ſaid 
however a' would have no ſuch doings 
in his houſe, and ſo, do you ſee? we are 
comed here. | 
For God's urn Mr. . thiok 
What you are about! You cannot be 
baſe- 
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baſe enough to ruin a poor creature who. _ 
has put herſelf under your protection! 
Ruin! no, no, I will make an honeſt 
woman of you, when all is done. Nay, 
none of your airs; no tricks upon travel- 
lets! 1 have you here as ſafe as a horſe 
in a pound; there is not a-houſe nor a- 
ſhed within a mile of us; and, if I miſs 
the opportunity, call me ſpade. Faith, : 
you area delicate morſel, and there | is no | 
time to he loſt ! ' 
M.iſs Melvile [had but an FO ns 
which to collect her thoughts. She felt 
that there was little hope of ſoſtening the 
obſtinate and inſenſible brute in whoſe 
power ſhe was placed. But the preſenee 
of mind and intrepidity annexed to her- 
character, did not now deſert her. Grimes 
had ſcarcely finiſhed his harangue, when 
with a ſtrong and unexpected Jerk (be 
diſengaged the bridle from his graſp, and 
at the ſame'time put her horſe upon full 
ſpeed. She had ſcarcely advanced twice 
he 
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| ths length of her horſe, when Glimes re- 
covered from his ſurpriſe, and purſued 


1 her, inexpreſſibly mortified at being ſo 


_ ealily. overreached. The ſound of his 


| horſe behind ſerved but to rouſe more 


completely the mettle of that of Emily: 
| whether by accident or ſagacity the ani- 
mal purſued without a fault the narrow 
and winding way; and the chace n: 
nue the whole length of the wood. 
At the extremity of this wood there 
was a gate. The recollection of this 


ſoftened a little the cutting diſappoint- 
ment of Grimes, as he thought himſelt 


ſecure of putting an end by its aſſiſtance 


to the career of Emily, nor was it very 


probable that they ſhould find any body 


to interrupt him in the dead and ſilence 
of the night. By the moſt extraordinary 
accident however they found a man on 


horſeback in wait at this gate. Help, 
help! exclaimed the affrighted Emily ; 
thieves? murder! help! The man was 
5 i ; Me | Mr, 
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Mr. Falkland. Grimes knew his voice, 
and therefore, though he attempted a 


ſort of ſullen reſiſtance, it was feebly 


made. Two other men, whom by rea- 
ſon of the darkneſs he had not at firſt 
ſeen, and who were Mr. Falkland's ſer- 
vants, hearing the buſtle of the rencoun- 
ter, and alarmed for the ſafety of their 
maſter, rode up; and then Grimes, diſ- 


appointed at the loſs of his gratification, 


and admoniſhed by conſcious guilt, 
ſhrunk from farther Migge * * _ 


in ſilence. 


It may ſeem bee "ou Mr. Falkland 


ſhould thus a ſecond time have been the 


ſaviour of miſs Melvile, and that under 


ſingular. But in this inſtance it is eafily | 


to be accounted for. He had heard of 


a man who lurked about this wood for 
robbery or ſome other bad deſign, and 
that it was conjectured this man was 
Hawkins. Mr. Falkland's compaſſion 
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had already been ſtrongly intereſted 5 
behalf of this victim of rural tyrann p; 

he had in vain endeavoured to find him 

and do him good; and he eaſily con- 

ceived that, if the conjecture which had 

been made in this inſtance proved true, 


he might have it in his power not only 
to do what he had always intended, but 


further to ſave from a perilous offence . 
againſt the laws and ſociety, a man who 
appeared to have ſtrongly imbibed the 
principles of juſtice and virtue. He took 

with him two ſervants, becauſe, going 
with the expreſs defi ign of encountering 

robbers, if robbers ſhould be found, he 
believed he ſhould be inexcuſable if he 

did not go provided againſt poſſible ac- 
eidents. But he had directed them, at 
the ſame time that they kept within call, 
to be out of the reach of being ſeen ; 
and it was only the eagerneſs of their 
zeal that had brought them up thee | 
early i in the preſent encounter. 


b This 
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This new adventure promiſed ſome- 
thing extraordinary. Mr. Falkland did 
not immediately recognize miſs Melvile, 
and the perſon of Grimes was that of 'a 
total ſtranger whom he did not recol- 
lect to have ever ſeen. But it was eaſy 
to underſtand the merits of the caſe, and 
the propriety of interfering. The reſolute 
manner of Mr. Falkland, combined with 
the dread which Grimes, oppreſſed with 
a ſenſe of wrong, entertained. of the 
oppoſition of ſo elevated a perſonage, 
ſpeedily put the raviſher to flight. Emily 
was left alone with her deliverer. He 5 
found her much more collected and calm 


chan could reaſonably bave been ex peRt- 


ed from a perſon. who had been a mo- 
ment before in che moſt alarming ſitua- 
tion. She told him of the place to which. 
| ſhe deſired to be conveyed, and he im- x 
mediately undertook to eſcort her. As | 
they went along, ſhe recovered that ſtate 
of mind which inclined her to make a 
Poon 
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perſon to whom ſhe had ſuch repeated 
obligations, and who was. ſo eminently 
the object of her admiration , acquainted 
with the events that had recently befallen, 


her. Mr. Falkland liſtened with. eager- 


neſs and ſurpriſe. Though he had al- 
ready known various iaſtances of Mr. 
\Tyrrel's mean jealouly and; unfeeling ty- 


ranny, this ſurpaſſed them all, and | he 
could ſcarcely credit his ears while be 


heard the tale. His brutal neighbour 
ſeemed to realiſe all chat had been told 


oft the paſſions of fiends. Miſs Melvile : 


was obliged to repeat in the courſe of her 
tale her kinſman's rude accufation againſt 
her of entertaining a paſſion for Mr. Falk- 


land; and this. ſhe did, with the. moſt be- 
witching ſimplicity and charming con- 
fuſion. Though this part of the tale was 
a ſource of real pain to her deliverer, yet 
it is not to be ſuppoſed but that the flat- 


tering partiality of this unhappy girl in- 
creaſed the intereſt he felt in her welfare, 
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and the indignation he conceived againſt 
her infernal kinſman. | | 
They arrived without accident at the 
houſe of the good lady under whoſe 
protection Emily defired to place herſelf. 
Here Mr. Falkland willingly left her as 
ina place of ſecurity. Such conſpira- 
cies as that of which ſhe was intended to 
have heen the victim, depend for their 
ſucceſs upon the perſon againſt whom 
they are formed being out of the reach of 
help, and the moment they are detected 
they are annihilated. Such reaſoning 
will no doubt be generally found ſuffi- 
ciiently ſolid, and it appeared to Mr. 
Falkland perfectly applicable to the 
2 caſe, | But he was miſtaken. | 
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CHAP. X. 


of the ſucceſs of which he had not pre- 
vioully entertained the flighteſt ſuſpicion. 


He became frantic with vexation. Grimes 
had not dared to ſignify the event of his 


expedition | in perſon, and the footman 


whom he defired to announce to his maſ | 


ter that miſs Melvile was loſt, the mo- 
ment after fled from his preſence with the 


moſt dreadful apprehenfions, Preſently 
he bellowed for Grimes, and the young 


man at laſt appeared before him, more 
dead than alive. Grimes he compelled : 
to repeat the particulars of the tale; which 
he had no fooner done than he once 


again ſlunk away, ſhocked at the execra- 


tions with which * N neee 


Me. TYRREL heard widl x aftoniſh. 
ment of the miſcarriage of an expedient, 
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bim. Grimes was no coward ; but he 
reverenced the inborn divinity chat at- 


tends upon rank, as Indians, worſhip the | 


devil. Nor was this all. The rage of 


Mr. Tyrrel was ſo ungovernable and 


fierce, that few hearts could have been 


found ſo ſtout as not to have trembled 


before it wich a. ſort of e 


inferiority. 8 ES 
He no ſooner abtained a. moment” 'B 
pauſe than he began to recal to his tem- 


peſtuous mind the various circumſtances 


of the caſe. His complaints were bitter; 
and in a tranquil obſerver might have 


5 produced the united feeling of pity for 
his ſufferings, and horror at his depravity. 


He recollected all the precautions he had 
uſed; he could ſcarcely find a flaw in the 


| procels ; and he curſed that blind and 


malicious power that delighted to croſs 
his moſt deep-laid deſigns. Of this ma- 
lice ehe was beyond all other human be- 
ings the object. He was | mocked with 

the 
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the ſhadow of power; and when he lifted 
his hand to ſmite, it was ſtruck with fad- 
den paiſy. To what purpoſe had heaven 
given him a feeling of injury and an in- 
ſtinct to reſent, while he could in no caſe 
make his reſentment felt! It was only ne- 
ceſſary for him to be the enemy of any 
perſon, in order to that perſon's being in- 
ſured againft the reach of misfortune, 
What inſults, the toſt ſhocking and re- 
peated, had he not received from this 
paltry girl! And by whom was ſhe now 
torn from his indignation ? By that devil 
that haunted him at every moment, that 
croffed him at every ſtep, that fixed at 
pleaſure his arrows in his heart, and made 
mows and N at his W 
tortures. | 3 85 
There was one other rellebtion at in- 
en his anguiſh, and made him care. 
les and deſperate as to his future con- 
duct. It was in vain to conceal from 
bimſelf that his reputation would be 
bs 8 1 5 cruelly 


* 
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crvelly wounded by this event. He had 


imagined that, while Emily was forced 
into this odious marriage, ſhe would be 
obliged by decorum, as ſoon as the event 
was decided, to draw a veil over the com- 


pulſion ſhe had ſuffered. But this ſecu- 


rity was now loſt, and Mr. Falkland 
would take a pride in publiſhing his diſ- 
honour. Though the. provocations he 


had received from miſs Metvile, would 
in his own opinion have juſtified him in 


any treatment he ſhould have thought 
proper to inflict, he was ſenſible the 
world would ſee the matter in a very dif- 


ferent light. This reflection augmented 


the violence of his reſolutions, and deter- 


mined him to refuſe no means by which 
he could transfer the anguiſh that now 


preyed upon. his own mind, to that of 
another. | 


| Meanwhile, the ne e VO TEL Vl 


3 nimity of Emily had conſiderably ſub- 


ſided, the moment ſhe Lela: her- 


5 | ſelf 
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ſelf in a place of ſafety. While dan- 
ger and injuſtice aſſailed her with their 
menaces, ſhe found in herſelf a courage 
that diſdained to yield. The ſucceeding 
appearance of calm was more fatal to her. 

There was nothing now powerfully to 
foſter her courage, or excite her energy. g 
She looked back at the trials ſhe had 
paſſed, and her ſoul ſickened at the recol 
lection of that which, while i it was in act, 

ſhe had had the fortitude to endure. 
Till the period at which Mr. Tyrrel bad 
been inſpired with this cruel antipathy, 
ſhe had been in all inſtances a ſtranger 
to anxiety and fear. Uninured to miſ- 
fortune, ſhe had ſuddenly and without 

preparation been made the ſubject of the 
moſt infernal malignity. When a man 
of robuſt and vigorous conſtitution has a 
fit of ſickneſs, it produces a more power- 
ful effect 5 the ſame indiſpoſition 
upon a delicate valetudinarian. Such 
was the caſe with miſs Melvile. Sbe 
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- paſſed the ſucceeding night ſleepleſs and 
uneaſy, and was found in the morning 
with a high fever. Her dittemper re- 
fiſted for the preſent all attempts to af- 
fuage i it, though there was reaſon to hope 
that the goodneſs of her conſtitution, aſ- 
ſiſted by tranquillity and the kindneſs of 
thoſe. about her, would ultimately fur: - 
mount it. On the ſecond day ſhe was 
delirious. On the night of that day ſhe 
was arreſted at the ſuit of Mr. Tyrrel for 
a debt contracted for board a necefla- 
ries for the laſt fourteen years | a 
The idea of this arreſt, as the reader 
will perhaps recollect, firſt occurred in 
the converſation between Mr. Tyrrel and 
miſs Melvile Toon after he had thought 
Proper to confine her to her chamber, | 
But at that time he had probably no 
ſerious conception of ever being induced 
to carry it in execution. It had mere- | 
ly been mentioned by way of ihteat, and 


as the ſuggeſtion of a mind 'whoſe habits 
had 
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bad long been accuſtomed to contemplate ©; 
every poſſible medium of tyranny” and 
revenge. But now that the unlooked · for 
reſcue and eſcape of his poor kinſwoman 
had wrought up his thoughts to a degree 
of inſanity, and that he revolved in the 
gloomy reſources of his mind how he 
might beſt ſhake off the load of diſap- 
pointment which oppreſſed him, the idea 
recurred with double force. He was 
not long in forming his reſolution ; and, 
calling for Barnes, his ſteward, immedi- 
ately gave him nen in what manner 
0 proceed. 30 7 
Barnes had been Kor Ava years the 
inſtrument of Mr. Tyrrel's injuſtice. 
His mind was. hardened by -6ſe, und he 
could without remorſe officiate as the 
ſpectator, or even as the author and di- 
rector, of a ſcene of vulgar diſtreſs. Bot 
even he was ſomewhat ſtartled upon the 
preſent occaſion. The character and 
; conduct of Emily in Mr. Tyrrel's family 
L. 5 had 
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had been without a blot. She bad 
not a ſingle enemy; and it was i m- 
poſſible to contemplate her youth, her 
vivacity, and her guileleſs innocence, 
without emotions, 1 lat and com 
1 paſign.. — 92 | 
Vour worſhip e do not underſtand 
you Arreſt mifs—miſs Emily! , 
Yes, tell you !—W hat is the W 
with you? — 0 inſtantly to Swineard, 
the lawyer, and bid him finiſh the buli 
neſs out of hand ! C 
Lord love your honour | ka hy 
Why, ſhe does not owe you a, braſs far- 
thing; ſhe always lived ne your 
charity! 

Aſs! Scoundrelt Ttell wa be 3 
owe me, — owes me eleven hundred 
pound. The law juſtifies it. What do 
you think laws were made for ?—I do. 
nothing but right, and nicbt Mr will 
have. 

Your honour, 1 never ee your | 
orders 
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orders in my life; but I muſt now. I. 
cannot ſee you ruin miſs Emily, poor 
girl! nay, and yourſelf too, for the 
matter of that, and not ſay which way you 
are going. I hope you will bear with 
me. Why, if ſhe owed you ever ſo 
much, ſhe cannot be arreſted. | She 1 is 
= not of ws: :- 
* Will you. have Jane Do not tell 
me of It cannot, and It can. It has been 
done before, — and it ſhall be done again. 
Let him diſpute it that dares ! I will do 
it now, and ſtand to it afterwards. Tel 
Sswineard,—if he make the leaſt bog - 
Aliog, it is as much as his life 1 is worth; | 
—he ſhall ſtarve by. inches. 
| Pray, your honour, think better of i it. 
Upon my life, the whole country vin | 
cry ſhame of it. ; : 
| Barnes! —What you mean ? 1 
am not uſed. to be talked to, and L can- 
not bear i it! You have been a good fel- 
tow to me pon many occaſions. — But, | 
Ls 8 


— 
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if 1 find you out for making one with 
them that diſpute my authority, damn 
my foul, if ! do not make T0 der of 
your very life! | 4 

I have done, your honour. 1 will not 
iy another word, except this, T have. 
- heard as how that mils Emily is fick 
a-bed. You are determined, you lay, t to 
put her in jail. You do not mean to 
eee. — - 

Let her die! I will not fpare her for 
an hour.— I will not always be inſulted. 
She had no conſideration for me, and 1 
have , no mercy for her, —I am in for it! 
They ey provoked me paſt bearing, —and 
they ſhall feel me! Tell Swineard, in 
bed or up, day or night, 1 will not hear f 
of an inſtant's delay. | 

Such were the directions of Mr. 
Wael,” and in ſtrict conformity to his 
directions were the proceedings of that 
relpectable limb of the law he employed 
upon the pre occaſion, Mits Melvile 
80 | | had 


4 
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bad been delirious through a coli - 
part of the day on the evening of which, 
the bailiff and bis follower arrived. By 
the direction of the phyſician whom 
Mr. Falkland had ordered to attend her: 
a compoſing draught ' was adminiſtered ; 
and, exhauſted as ſhe was by the wild 
and diſtracted images that for ſeveral 
Y hours had haunted her fancy, ſhe was 
now funk into a refreſhing ſlumber. 
Mrs. Hammond, the ſiſter of Mrs. Jakes 
man, was fitting by her bed: ſide, full of 
compaſſion for the lovely fufferer and 
rejoicing -4n the calm tranquillity that 
had juſt taken poſſeſſion of her, when a 
little girl, the only child af Mrs. Ham- 
mond, opened the ſtreet- door to the rap 
of the bailiff. He ſaid he wanted to 
ſpeak with miſs Melvile, and the child 
anſwered that ſhe would go tell her 
mother. So ſaying, ſhe advanced to 
che door of. the back-room "_ the 
| * * 
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| ons floor, in which Emily lays ; bur 
the moment it was opened, inſtead of 
waiting for the appearance of the mo- 
ther, the bailiff en alopg the the 
girl. 
Mrs. 1 looked up. ve ho 
are you, ſaid ſhe? Why do you come 
N ee er 35 1 
I muſt ſpeak with miſs Melvile. hs 
Indeed, but you muſt not. Tell me 
your buſineſs. The poor lady has been 
light-headed all day. She is juſt fallen 
aſleep, and muſt not be diſturbed, _ 
That is no buſineſs PE mine. ** muſt 
obey orders. 
Orders? Whoſe orders 2 Whar is it 
you mean; | 
At this moment Emily e ber 


eyes. What noiſe is that? ] wiſh yo 
"would let me be quiet. 

Mlifs, I want We ab 1 
have got a writ 1 you! for eleven. 
6 hundred 


? i 
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hundred. pound, at. the ſuit of Gquire 
Tyrrel. | 
At theſe 8 IE Mrs, 1 | 
and Emily were dumb. T he latter was 
ſcarcely able to annex any meaning, to 
the intelligence; and, though Mrs. 
Hammond was ſomewhat. better ac» 
quainted with the ſort of language that 
Was employed, yet in this ſtrange and 
unexpected connection it was almoſt as 
meta to her, as to d W 
herſelf. 6 

A. writ! How can ſhe. be 1n Mr. 
Tyrrel's debt ? A writ againſt a child 
It is no ſignification putting your 
queſtions to us. We only do as we are 
directed. There i 18 our authority. Look 
(7 | TORO 2 1 

Lord 1 exclimied: "Ms. 
Haba, what does this mean? It 
is Weak Mr. Town, ſhould ve 
ſent you. 4 
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160d: woman, none of your jibbor: ts 
us! Cannot you read? 


This is all a trick! This paper is 
forged ! It is a vile contrivance to get 


the poor lady out of the hands of thoſe 


with whom only ſhe can be ſafe. Pro- 


deed upon it at your peril! 


Reſt you content; that is exactly 
What we mean to do. Take my word, . 


we know very well what we are abour, 


Why, you would not tear ber from 
her bed? I tell you, ſhe is in a _—_— ; 
fever; ſhe is light-headed ; it would be 
death to remove her! You are bailiffs, 


are not you You are not murderers? 


The law ſays nothing about that. We 


have orders. to take her ſick or well. 


We will do her no harm Except fo far 


as we muſt perform o our See, be it how 


it will. 


Where would you take her? | What 
It you mean to do ? | 


. $ 1 » 
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8 | To 
o ry : 1 1 
0 — 6 8 * 


eALERE WILLIAMS. 233 
To the county jail. Bullock, go, or- 
der a poſt-chaiſe from the Griffin! 

Stay, I ſay! Give no ſuch orders! 
Wait only three hours; I will ſend off a 
meſſenger expreſs to ſquire Falkland, 
and I am ſure he will ſatisfy you as to 
any harm that can come to you, without 
its being neceſſary to take the Par OT. 
to jail. 

We have particular directions againſt $7 

that. We are not at liberty to loſe a 
minute. Why are not you gone? 8 

Order the horſes to be or! to imme- 

1 „ | 

Emily had liſtened to the Sede of 
this converſation, which had ſufficiently 
explained to her Whatever was enigtna- 
tical at the firſt appearance of the bailiffs. 
The painful and incredible reality that 
was thus preſented, effectually diſſipated 
the illuſions of frenzy to which the had 
juſt been a Per: My dear madam, faid | 
- ſhe 
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' ſhe to Mrs. Hammond, do not haraſs 
yourſelf with uſeleſs efforts. I am very 
ſorry tor all the trouble I have given you. 
But my misfortune is inevitable. Sir, 
if you will ſtep into the next room, 1 
will dreſs myſelf, and attend mol imme- 
A N 

| Mrs. Hammond began to be equally 
aware that her ſtruggles were to no pur- 
poſe; but ſhe could not be equally pa- 
tient. At one moment ſhe raved upon 
the brutality of Mr. Tyrrel, whom ſhe 
affirmed to be a devil incarnate, and not 
a man. At another ſhe expoſtulated 
with bitter invective againſt the hard- 


heartedneſs of the bailiff, and exhorted E 


him to mix ſome humanity and mode- 0 
ration with the diſcharge of his duty; "'P 
but he was impenetrable to all ſhe could 
urge. In the mean while Emily yielded 
with the ſweeteſt reſignation to an inevi- 
table evil. Mrs. Hammond inſiſted 15 
that at leaſt they ſhould permit her to 

1 e attend 
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attend her young lady in the chaiſe; 

and the bailiff, though the orders he had 
received were ſo peremptory that he 
dared not exerciſe his diſcretion as to the 
execution of the writ, began to have ſome 
apprehenfions of danger; and was willing 
o admit of any precaution that was not 
direct hoſtility to his functions. For 
bel he underſtood, that it was in all 

: caſes. dangerous to allow ſickneſs, or 
apparent unfitneſs for removal, as a ſuffi- 
cient cauſe to interrupt a direct proceſs, 
and that accordingly, in all doubiful 
queſtions and preſumptive murders, the 
practice of the law inclined with a laud- 
able partiality to the vindication of its 
own officers. In addition to theſe gene 
ral rules he was influenced by the 
| poſitive injunRtions and aſſurances of 
Swineard, and the terror which through 
à circle of many miles was annexed to 
the name of Tyrrel. Before they de- 
: png Mrs. - Hammond diſpatched a 
meſſen- 
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enter with a letter of three I to 
Mr. Falkland - informing him of this 
extraordinary event. Mr. Falkland was 
from home when the meſſenger arrived, 85 
and not expected to return till the ſecond 
day; accident ſeeming in this inſtance 
to favour the vengeance of Mr. Tyrrel, 
for he had himſelf been too much under 
the dominion of an uncontrolable fory 
to take a circumſtance of this fort into | 
his eſtimate. | 
The forlorn ſtate of "FO poor women, 
who were conducted, the one by com- 
pulfion, the other a volunteer, to a 
ſcene ſo little adapted to their accommo- 
dation as that of a common Jail, may 
eaſily be imagined. Mrs. Hammond 


bowever was endowed with a maſculine 


courage and impetuoßty of ſpirit, emil- 


nently neceſſary in the diffculties they 
had to encounter. She was in ſome de- 
gree fitted by a ſanguine tem per, and an 


_ ſenſe of muftice; for the 


_ diſcharge 
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diſcharge of thoſe very offices which 


| {ſobriety and calm reflection might have 


preſcribed. The health of miſs Melvile 
was very materially affected, by the ſur- 
priſe and removal ſhe had undergone 


at the very time that repoſe was moſt ne- 
ceſſary for her preſervation, Her fever 


became more violent; her delirium was 
ſtronger; and the tortures of her ima - 
gination were proportioned to the unfa- 


vourableneſs of the ſtate in which the 


removal had been effected. It was high · 


1y improbable that the could recover. 


« 4 


Ia the moments of ſuſpended. reaſon 


the, was perpetually calling on the name 


of Falkland. Mr. Falkland, ſhe ſaid, 


was her firſt and only love, and he 
ſhould be her huſband, A moment 
after ſhe exclaimed. upon him in a diſ- 


conſolate, yet reproachful, tone, for his 


unworthy; "deference. to the prejudices : wy 
of the world. It was very cruel. of him 


0, ſhow, himſelf, Þ.prouds aud 
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that he would never conſent t to „ arry 4 
beggar. But, if he were proud, ſhe was 
determined to be proud too. He ſhould 


ſee that ſhe would not demean herſelf 
like a lighted maiden, and that, though 
he could reject her, it was not in his 


power to break her heart. At another 
time ſhe imagined ſhe ſaw Mr. Tyrrel 
and his engine Grimes, their hands and 
garments dropping with blood, and che 
pathetic reproaches ſhe vented againſt 
them might have affected a heart of 
ſtone. Then the figure of Falkland 
preſented itſelf to her diſtracted fancy, 
deformed with wounds and of {a deadly ö 
paleneſs, and ſhe ſhrieked with agony, 
| while ſhe exclaimed that ſuch was the 
general hardheartedneſs, that no one 
would make the ſmalleſt exertion for his 
reſcue. In ſuch viciſſitudes of pain, 


perpetually i imagining to herſelf unkind- 

neſs, inſult, conſpiracy and murder, ſhe 

1 . bro days. : 
On 
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On the evening of the ſecond Mr. 
Falkland arrived, accompanied by doc- 
tor Wilſon, the phyſician by whom ſhe 
bad previouſly been attended. The 
ſcene he was called upon to witneſs was 
2 ſuch as to be moſt exquiſitely agonizing 
to a man of his acute ſenſibility. The 
news of the arreſt had given him an in- 
expreſſible ſhock ; he was tranſported 
out of himſelf at the unexampled ma- 
 lignity of its author. But, when he ſaw ; 
the figure of miſs Melvile, haggard, and 
a warrant of death written in her coun- 
tenance, a victim to the diabolical paſ- 
- fions of her kinſman, the ſcene ſeemed | 
too much to be endured. When he en- 
tered, ſhe was in the midſt of one of her 
fits of delirium, and immediately miſtook - 
her viſitors for two aſſaſſins. She aſked, - 
where they had hid her Falkland, her 
lord, her life, her buſband ! and de- 
manded that they ſhould reſtore to her 


bis "__ corple, that ſhe witz en. 
| brace © 
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brace! him with her dying arms; tine 
her laſt upon his lips, and be buried in 
the ſame grave. She N reproached them 


with the ſordidneſs of their conduct in 


becoming the tools of, her vile couſin, 


who had deprived her of her reaſon, and 


would never be contented. till he had 
murdered her. Mr. Falkland tore him- 
ſelf away from this painful ſcene, and, 
leaving doctor Wilſon with his patient, 


1 deſired him when he had given the ne- 


ceſſary directions to follow him to His 
, A 
The a b arry of 695 Weh 7 


miſs Melvite had been kept for ſeveral 
—_ by. the nature of her indiſpolition, 


was extremely exhauſting to her; and ig 
bages, an hour from the viſit of Mr. 


Falk land ber delirium ſubſided, and leſt 
her in ſo low a ſtate as to render i it dil. 

fieult to | perceive any marks of life. 
Doctor Wilſon, who had wirlidrawn, 


* ſoothe, if paſkible; the. diſturbed and 


im patient 


o 
PF. 
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impatient hooker: of Mr: Falkland, 
was ſummoned afreſh upon this change 
of ly ymptoms, and fat by the bed- ſide 
during the remainder of tlie night. 
The ſituation of. his patient was ſuch as 
to keep him i in momentary apprehenſion _ 
of her deceaſe. While miſs Melvile 
ay in this feeble and exhauſted condi- | 
tion, Mrs. Hammond betrayed every 
token of the tendereſt anxiety, Her 
ſenſibility was habitually of the acuteſt 
ſort, and the. qualities of Emily were 
ſuch as powerfully to fix her affection. 
She loved her like a mother. Upon 
the preſent occaſion every ſound, every 
motion made her tremble. Doctor Wil- 
ſon had introduced another arſe in 
conſideration. of. the inceſſant ' fatigue FE 
Mrs. Hammond had undergone; and he 
| endeavoured by reprele entations and even 
by authority | to compel. her to quit the 
apartment of the patient. But ſhe was 
ancontrolable; 5 and he at length, found 


Vor. 1. N — e 
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that he ſhould probably do her more in- 
jury by the violence that would be ne- 


ceſſary to ſeparate her from the ſuffer- 


ing innocent, than by allowing ber to fol- 
low her inclination. Her eye was a thou- 
ſand times turned with the moſt eager 
Curioſity upon the countenance of doctor 
Wilſon, without her daring to breathe a 


queſtion reſpecting his opinion, leſt he 


ſhould anſwer her by a communication 
of the moſt fatal ridings. In the mean 


time ſhe liſtened with the deepeſt atten- 


- tion to every thing, that dropped either 


from the phyfician ot the nurſe, hoping 5 

as it were to collect from ſome « oblique 
hint the intelligence which che AG not 
courage expreſsly to require. „ 
Towards morning the ſtate of the pa- 
tient ſeemed to take a favourable. turn. 
She doz edfor near two hours, and, when 
che awoke, appeared perfectly calm and 
ſenſible. Underſtanding that Mr. F alk- 
land had brought the phyſician o at- 
| | bY tend | 
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f tend her, and was himſelf in {bee neigh- 
| bourhood, ſhe requeſted to ſee. him. 
Mr. Falkland had gone in the mean 


time with one of his tenants to bail the 
debt, and now entered the priſon to en- 


quire whether the young lady might be 
ſafely removed from her preſent miſer- 
able reſidence to a more airy and com- 

modious apartment. When he appear- 
ed, the ſight of him revived in the mind 


of miſs Melvile an imperfect recollection 
of the wanderings of her delirium. She 


covered her face with her hand, and be- 
N trayed the moſt expreſſive confuſion, 


while ſhe thanked bim with her uſual 


unaffected ſimplicity for the trouble he 
had taken. She hoped ſhe ſhould not 


give him much more; ſhe thought ſhe 
ſhould get beiter. It was. a ſhame, ſhe 


ſaid, if a young and lively. girl as ſhe 


was, could not contrive to outlive the 
trifling misfortunes i to which ſhe. had 
been RIOT But while ſhe ſaid this, 
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The was ſtill extremely weak. She tried 
to aſſume a chearful countenance; but 
it was a faint effort, which the feeble - 
[Nate of her frame did not ſeem ſuſfi- 
cient to ſupport. Mr. Falkland and the 
doctor joined to requeſt her to keep her- 
elf quiet, and to avoid for the eng 
all orcaſions of exertion. * 5 

Encouraged by theſe appearances, 
Mrs. Hammond ventured to follow che 
two gentlemen out of the room, in or- 
der to learn from the phyfician What 

hopes he entertained. Doctor Wilſon 
acknowledged that be had found bis 
patient at firſt in à very unfavourable 
ſituation, ihat the ſymptoms were chan- 
ged for the better, and that he was not 
without ſome expectation of her reco- 
very. He added however, that he could 
_ *anfwer for nothing, that the next twelve 
cours would be exceedingly critical, but 
that if ſhe did not grow worſe before 
morning, he would then undertake. 
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8 for her life. Mrs. Hammond, 
who had hitherto ſeen nothing but 4. | 
ſpair, now became frantic with joy. She 
burſt into tears of tranſport, bleſſed the 
phyſician in the moſt! emphatie and im- 
paſſioned terms, and uttered a thouſand 
extravagancies. Doctor Wilſon ſeized 
this opportunity to preſs her to give her- 
ſelf a. little repoſe, to which ſhe conſent- 
ad, a bed being firſt procured for her in 
the room next to miſs Melvile's, and 
ſhe having charged the nurſe to give her 
notice of any alteration in the patient. 
Mrs. Hammond enjoyed an inter- 
rupted ſleep of ſeveral hours. It was al- 
ready night, when ſhe was awaked by 
an unvſual buſtle in the next room. She 
liſtened for a few moments, and chen 
determined to go and diſcover the oc- 
caſion of it. As ſhe opened her door 
for that purpoſe, ſhe met the nurſe com- 
ing to her. The countenance of the 


meſſenger told her what it was. ſhe had 
| ok M 3 | _ ta 
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to communicate, without the uſe of words, 
She hurried to the bed-fide, and found 
miſs Melvile expiring. The appear- | 


ances that had at firſt been ſo encou- 


raging, were of ſhort duration. ae. 


calm of the morning proved to be only 
a ſort of lightning before death. In a 


few hours the patient grew worſe. The 


bloom of her countenance faded; ſhe. 


drew her breath with difficulty; and her 


eyes became fixed. Dr. Wilſon came - 
in at this period, and immediately 
perceived that all was over. Sbe was 


for ſome time 1n convulſions ; ; bur, theſe 


ſubfiding, ſhe addreſſed the phyſician 


with a compoſed, though feeble voice. 
She thanked him for his attention; and 


expreſſed the moſt lively ſenſe of her 


obligations to Mr. Falkland. She ſin- 


cerely forgave her couſin, and hoped he 


might anever be viſited by too acute a 
recollection of his barbarity to her. She 
would have been contented to live ; few 

perſons 


: 
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perſons Mad Gacerer reliſh of the good 
ia of life; but ſhe was well pleaſed 


to die rather than have become the wife 


of Grimes. As Mrs. Hammond entered 
ſhe turned her countenance towards her, 


and with an affectionate expreſſion re- 
peated her name. Theſe were her laſt 
words; in leſs than two hours from that 
time ſhe breathed her 255 in the arms ig 2 


| this faitliul f friend. . og 


- 
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* ; * F 
— —— — — —— —ů—ů — e— hdres Cd ACE —————— — — ͤ OY FEE — ar fo ore — 
— . — : — — 


: k Ip 
4. 5 


248 ADVENTURES OF | 


2 CHAP. Xt. 


SUCH ws was the the: of wi Eat 


Melvile. Perhaps tyranny never exhi- 


„ 


; bited a more painful memorial of the de · | 
teſtation in which it deſerves to be held, | 
The idea irreſiſtibly excited in every. = 


ſpectator of the ſcene, was that of regarc 8 
ing Mr. Tyrrel as the moſt diabolical 


wreteh that had ever diſhonoured the 
human form. The very attendants upon 
this houſe of oppreſſion, for the ſcene 


was acted upon too public a ſtage not 


to be generally underſtood, expreſſed 


their aſtoniſhment and diſguſt fr his un- 
paralleled cruelty. If ſuch were the feel- 
ings of men bred to the commiſſion of 
injuſtice, it is, difficult to ſay what muſt 
have been thoſe of Mr. Falkland. His 
whole life had tended to cultivate in him 
a mind tremblingly alive to moral good 


-and evil. Upon ſuch occaſions he was 


unable 
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\ 


unable maturely to collect his thoughts 


and firmly reſolve upon the proceeding . 


which the nature of the caſe required. 
His habits urged him to madneſs and 


ungovernable fury. He could not think 
of. ſuch. complicated depravity but with. 


ſentiments of Preternatural loathing and 


horror. Perbaps the agonies of the 


wretch broken upon the wheel, whom 


the very firſt ſight of the engine of tor⸗ 
ture had thrown into convulſions, did 
not exceed thoſe of Mr. Falkland in the 

preſent ſituation. He was therefore de- 
prived for a time of all that compaſure 
of mind which is requiſite to enable us 


to act with diſcretion. It was neceſſary . 


to guard him like a madman. The 


whole office of judging, what was Proper oy 


to be done under the, preſent circum- 
ſtances devolyed upon doctor Wilſon. L 
The doctor was a man of cool and 
methodical babits of acting. One of the 


firſt ideas that ſuggeſted irſelf to bim 


Fl 
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was, chat = Melvile v was a branch of 
the family of Tyrrel. He did not doubt 
of the willingneſs of Mr. Falkland to 
dic charge every expence that might be 
farther incident to the melancholy re- 
mains of this unfortunate victim; but 
he conceived that the laws of faſhion 
and decorum required ſome notifica- 
tion of the event to be made to the head 
of the family. Perhaps too he had an 
eye to his intereſt in his profeſſion, 
and was reluctant to expoſe himſelf to 
the reſentment of a perſon of Mr. Tyr- 
rel's conſiderationin the neighbourhood, 
But, with this weakneſs, he had neverthe- 
leſs fome feelings in common with the 
reſt of the world, and myſt have ſuf- 
feted conſiderable violence before he 
could have perſuaded himſelf to be the 
meſſenger; beſide which, he did not 
think it right in the preſent firuation to 
leave Mr. Falkland. 
Doctor 3 no > ſooner Fe EM 
theſe 


1 . 
O 7 
4 


. CALEB WILLIAMS: 9 25 


theſe ideas, chan they ſcemed to make . 
ſudden impreſſion on Mrs. Hammond. 
and ſhe earneſtly requeſted that ſhe might 
be permitted to carry the intelligence. 
The propoſal was unexpected; but the | 
doctor did not very obſtinately refuſe his 
aſſent. She was determined, ſhe ſaid, to | 2 
| 
| 


ſee what fort of impreſſion the cataſtrophe 

C1 would make upon the author of it; and 
—_ promiſed to comport herſelf with 
moderation and civility. The journey Ef 
was ſoon performed. - ol —_— 
I uam come, ſir, ſaid ſhe to Mr. * yrrel, | —_— 

to inform you that your couſin, mils 8 
Melyile, died this aſternoon. 


- * # A N 
, * 15 , Wi 


Died? * | wt” , . 
Yes, fir. 1 | law her die. ; She died ia | 
my arms. 


| Died? Who killed h her? What do you 
mean? 5 
A Who killed her? Is it 2 you toaſk 
- that. queſtion ? It was your cruelty and. | 


malice that killed ber K i OST 


- * * my 
# 4 
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#2.&k 3 4 


e z—my ?—Poh! x me is not de d 
it cannot be— i it is not a week ſince ſhe 
left this houſe. 5 
Will you not believe 1 me? 5 1 45 thei is 
dead! hath 
5 cs a care, woman [7 ! this | 18 1 matter | 
for jeſting. No: though, he uſed me ill, * 


would not believe her dead for all the 


* 


world!! TI 
Mrs. 8 wo ber N in 


token of the truth of her aſſertion. 
No, no, no, no 1—1 will never believe 
that No, never | ' p 
Will you come with me, and convince 
your own eyes? It is a ff ght worthy of 
you, and will be a feaſt to ſuch a heart as 
yours |—Saying this, Mrs. Hammond 
offered her band, as if to conduct him to 
the ſpot. \ e | 
Mr. Tyrrel ſhrunk back. 
| If ſhe be dead, what is Wat" to me ? 2 
1 Am 1 to anſwer for « every thing that goes 


wrong in the world What do you 
come 


K 


eb iS. 2 


come here for? Why bong ane: 5 5 
ſages to me? 
To whom ſhould N bu to 5 
her kinſman, —and her murdererf? 
Murderer id I employ knives or 
piſtols? Did I give herpoiſon ? I did 
nothing but what the law allows. If the. | 
be dead, body can * that I am to- | | 
| 
| 


hor and curſe you. Were you ſuch * 
fool as to tliink, becauſe in ſome caſes. | 
men pay reſpect to wealth and rank, this 
would extend to ſuch a deed ? - hey 
will laugh at ſo barefaced a cheat. The 
meaneſt beggar will ſpurn and ſpit at 
you. Aye, you may well ſtand con- 
founded at what you have done. I will 
proclaim you to the whole world, and 
you will be obliged to fly the very face | 
of a human creature! 
Good woman, ſaid Mr. Tyne, ex- 
6 tremely humbled, talk no more in this 
rain! : 


| 
blame? . 
3 blame Al ths 1 will ab FO. x | 
| 
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ſtrain 1. Ey is not dead! I am ſata 
I hope—ſhe is not dead rell me 
that you have only been deceiving me, 
and I will forgive you every thing.— 
I will forgive her—l will take her into 
favour— will do any thing you pleaſe! 
El never meant her any ham! 

I tell you, fir, ſhe is dead! You have 
murdered the ſweeteſt lady that lived!“ 
Can you bring her back to life, as you 
have driven her out of it? If you could, 
T would kneel to you twenty times a 
day What is it you have done? Mi- 
ſerable wretch # did you think you could 
do and undo, and change the laus of 1 na- 
Lure, as ybu-pleaſ? 

The reproaches of Mrs. Hammond 
were the firſt inſtance in which Mr. T 1 
rel was made to drink the full cup of re 
tribution. This was however only a * 
cimen of a Nags ſeries of contempt, ab- 
horrence and inſult that was reſerved for 


bim. T he words of Mrs. Hammond 
Were 


3 n 
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8 | 8 5 . "I 
were prophetic. It evidently appeared 


that, though wealth and hereditary eleva- 


tion operate as an apology for many de- 
linquencies, there are ſome which ſo irre- 
fiſtibly addreſs themſelves to the indigna- 
tion of mankind, that, like death, they 
level all diſtinctions, and reduce their 


perpetrator to an equality with the moſt 


indigent and 5 ſqualid of his 1 { pecies. : 
Againſt Mr. Tyrrel, as the tyrannical 
and unmanly murderer of Emily; thoſe ' 


who dared not venture the unreſerved 
avowal of their ſentiments, muttered 
curſes, deep, not loud; 


and execration. He himſelf ſtood aſto- 


niſhed at the novelty of his ſituation. Ac 


euſtomed as he had been to the obedience 


and trembling homage of mankind, he 


had imagined they would be perpetual, 
and that no exceſs on his part would ever 


- be Potent enough to break the enchant- 
ment. 


_— 


- 


while the reſt 
joined in an univerſal ery of abhorrenge 


Now he locked round and ſaw 
N 1 ſullen. 5 
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Gallen deteſtation in every face, wha 
with difficulty reſtrained itſelf, and upon 
tlie ſlighteſt provocation broke forth with 
an impetuous tide, and ſwept away the 
mounds of ſubordination and fear. 
His large eſtate could not purchaſe ei- 
vility from the gentry, the peaſantry, 


ſcarcely from his own ſervants. In the 


- indigriation. of all around him he found. 
a ghoſt that haunted him with every 
change of place, and a remorſe that 
ſtung his conſcience and exterminated 


his peace. The. neighbourhood ap- 


{peared more and more every day to be 
growing too hot for him to endure, and 
it became evident that he would ulti- 

mately be obliged to quit the country. 


Urged by the flagitiouſneſs of this laſt 


example, people learned to recollect 
every other inſtance of his exceſſes, and it 
was no doubt a fearful catalogue that roſe 


up in judgment againſt him. It ſeemed 


as if the ſenſe of public reſentment had 
. a | 


88 
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ſong been gathering firength unperceiv- 
ed, and now burſt forth into W $12 
ble violence. 1285 . 
There was ſcarcely a W: 
upon whom this ſort of tb could 
have fac more painfully than upon Mr. 
T yrrel, Though! he had not a conſciouſ- 


neſs of innocence p promp ting bitt cn 


invally to recoil 25 the dereſtation of 


mankind 3 as a thing totally unallied to 


his character, yet ths imperiouſl nels of his | 


temper and the conftant experience he 
bad had of the liability of other men, 
prepared him ti to 3180 the ge Sen ral and un- 
diſguiſed cohdemhation into which he 
was ſunk, with uncommon ernotions of 


beam of whoſe eye every MPERTY 


' wrath no one was daring enough to re- 
ply, ſhould now be regarded with avow-- 
ed diſlike and treated og unceremonious 


cenſure e, was a thing he could not end ure 
ta- 


— 


** eee ps 


Baatz being, 


anger and i impatience. That he, at the 


fell, and to whom i in the fierceneſs of His 


g 
g 
| 
{ 
a 

| 

| 
i 


come. At length he determined to col- 
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to recollect or believe. Symptoms of the 


univerſal diſguſt ſmote him at every ins. 
ſlant, and at every blow he writhed with, 
intolerable anguiſh. His rage was un- 


| bounded and raving. He repelled every 


attack with the fierceſt indignation ; 0 


While the more he ſtruggled, the more 


deſperate his ſituation appeared to be- 


le& his ſtrength for a deciſive effort, d 
to meet the whole ticke of public opinion 
in a ſingle ſcene. | 


In purſuance of theſe thoughts he re- | 


ſolved to repair without delay to the Tu» 


ral aſſembly which I have already men- 


2 tioned in the courſe of my ſtory. Mifs 


Melvile had now been dead one month. 
Mr. Falkland bad been abſent the laſt 
week in 8 diſtant part of the country, 
and was not expected to return for a 


week longer. Mr. Tyrrel willingly em- 


braced the opportunity, truſting that, if 


| he could naw effect his re-eftabliſhment, | 


be 
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he ſhould eaſily preſerve the ground he 


had gained even in the face of his moſt : 
formidable rival. Mr, Tyrrel was cer- 


tainly not deficient in courage, but he 


conceived the preſent to be too import-. 


ant an epocha in his life to allow him 


to make any unneceſſary riſk in his chance 


for future eaſe and importance. 


There was a ſort of buſtle that took 
place at his entrance into the aſſembly, 
it having been agreed by the gentlemen 
of the aſſembly that Mr. Tyrrel was to 


be refuſed admittance, as a perſon with 


whom, they did not chooſe to aſſociate. 


This vote had already been notified to 


him by letter by the maſter of the cere- 
monies, but the intelligence was rather 


calculated with a man of Mr. Tyrrel's 


diſpoſition to excite defiance than to 


overawe, At the door of the aſſembly 


he was perſonally. met by the maſter of 


the ceremonies, who: had perceived the 


arrival of an ** page, and who now en- 
24682 deavoured 
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deavoured to repeat bis pibhibidon; but 
he was thruſt aſide by Mr. Tyrrel with- 
an air of native authority and ineffable 
contempt. As he entered, every. eye 
was turned upon him. Prefently all the 
gentlemen in the room aſſembled round 
him. Some endeavoured to huſtie him, 
and others began to expoſtulate. But 
he found the ſecret effectually to flence 
the one ſet, and to ſhake off the other. 
His muſcular form; the well known emi- 
nence of his intellectual powers, the long 
habits to which every man was formed 
--o acknowledging his aſcendaney, were 

all in his favour. He cotifidered bim- 
felf as playing a deſperate ſtake, and 
bad rouſed alt the energies he poſſeſſed 
to enable him to do juſtice to ſo inte- 
keſlling a tranſaction. Diſengaged from 
the inſects that had at firſt peſlered him, 
he paced up and down the room with a 
magiſterial ſtride, and flaſhed an angry 
— on * ſide. = then broke 
 flence. 
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cilence. “ If any one had any ching to ſay 
to him, he ſhould know where and how to 
anſwer him. He would adviſe any ſuch 
perſon however to conſider well what he 
was about. If any man imagined he 
had any thing perſonally to complain of, 
4 it was very well. But he did expect 
that nobody there would be ignorant 
and raw enough, to meddle with what 
was no buſineſs of theirs, and intrude into 
the concerns of any man's private family.” 
This being a ſort of defiance, one and 
another gentleman advanced to anſwer it. 
He that was firſt. began to ſpeak; but 
Mr. Tyrrel, by the expreſſion of bis 
. countenance.and; a peremptory tone, by 
well- timed interruptions and pertinent 
N inſinuations, cauſed him firſt to heſitate, 
and then o be ſilent. He ſeemed to be 
aſt advancing tothe triumph he bad pro- 
miſed himſelf. The whole company 
were aſtoniſhed. They felt the ſame ab- 
Horrenes.and, ;ondemnation-of. bis cha- 
racter 3 


3 
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* rafter; but they could not hel p r 8 
ing the courage and reſources he diſplay- 
ed upon the preſent occaſion. They 
could without difficulty have concentred 
afreſh their indignant feelings, but they 
ſeemed to want u leader... 


an 


At this critical moment Mr. Falkland | 
entered the room. Mere accident had 


4 


enabled him to return ſooner than 2 
8 N 
Both he and Mr. Tyre reddened at 


& : Gobe of each other. He advanced to- 
wards Mr. Tyrrel without a moments 


| pale, end 10 a pereinptory voice aſked 
Ki kites What he did there? 45 


Here? What do you mean 57 FIN | 


1 This place is as free to me as: you, and 
you are the laſt perſon to whom 1 ſhall 


Sir, the place is not free to you. Do 


not you know you have been voted out? 
Whatever were your rights, your * 


mous conduct has forfeited chem. 161. 
2 ' Mi. 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 2863 
Mr. what do you call yourſelf, if you 
have any thing to ſay to me, chooſe a 
proper time and place. Do not think to 
put on your bullying airs under ſhelter 
of this company! I will not endure it. 
You are miſtaken, fir. This public 
ſcene is the only place where J can have 
any thing to ſay to you. If you would 
not hear of the univerſal indignation of 
mankind, you muſt not come into the 
ſociety of men.—Miſs Melvile!—Shame 
upon you, inbuman, unrelenting tyrant ! ! 
Can you hear her name, and not ſink 
into the earth? Can you retite into ſoli- 
tude, and not ſee her pale and patient 
ghoſt riſing to reproach you? Can you a 
recolle& her virtues, her innocence, her 
ſpotleſs manners, her unreſentful temper, 
and not run diſtracted with remorſe ? 
Have you not killed her! in the firſt bloom 
of her youth? Can you bear to think that 
ſhe now lies mouldering in the grave 
through your curled 9 that de- 
| ſerved 
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ſerved, a cr . ten rbouſand times more 
than you deſerye toliye ? And do yourr- 
pect that north will ever forget, or 
forgive ſuch a deed? Go. miſerab! 8 
wWretch; think yourſelf, too happy chat ; 
vod are permitted 1 to fly the face of man! 
Why, what a pitiful figure do you make at | 
this moment Do you think that any thing 
could bring, ſo hardened a wretch as You. 


1 


Aeclence“ were not in n confederacy with =P 
that reproached you? * And were you fool : 
enough to believe that any, obſtinacy | 
however determined could, enable you: to 
_ deſpiſe, the keen rebuke of jullice ?' 1 Go, 
ſhrink i into your. wiſerabſe i ſelf 1 Begone, 
and let me never be blaſted. with your 
Int again! FOR 
And here, incredibl le As it may ap- 
Fear, Mr. Tyrrel egan to obey his im- 
perious cenſurer. | _His looks were fi full of 
. wildneſs and horror; ; his limbs rrembled; | 


50 bis We Fink 9. i ; office. | , 7 
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felt no power ef reſiſting the impetuous 
torrent of reproach that was poured upon 
him. He hefitated ; he was aſhamed of 
bin own defeat; he ſeemed to wiſh to 
deny it. But his ſtruggles were ineffe- 
tual ; every attempt periſhed in the mo- 
ment it was made. The general voice 
was eager to abaſh him. As his confu- 
ſion became more viſible, the outery in- 
creaſed. It ſwelled gradually to hootings, 48 
tumult, and a deafening noiſe of indigna [ 
tion. At length he willingly retired from 1 
the public ſcene, unable any longer to =_ 
endiitethe ſenkationslitinilifiiad. be adit " 
In about an hour fand a half he re. 1 
turned. No pvetaution had been taken 
againſt this incident, for nothing could be 
more unexpected. In the interval he had 
intoxicated himſelf with large draughts 
of brandy; Ina moment he was in ia part 
of che room where Mr. Falkland was 
ſtanding, and with one blow of his muſ- 
cular arm levelled. him with the-earth. 
Vox. I. e 3 "The. 


The blow however was not ſtuns 
Mr. Falkland roſe again immediately. T7 
It is obvious to perceive how unequal he 


— — 
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g. aid 


muſt have been to this ſpecies of conteſt. 
He was ſcarcely riſen, before Mr; Tyr-, 
rel repeated his blow. Mr. Falkland 
was now upon his guard, and did not fall. 
But the blows of his adverſary were re- 


doubled with a rapidity difficult to co. 
ceive, and Mr. Falkland was once agair 
- brought to the earth. In tliis ſituation 
Mr. Tyrrel kicked his proftrate enemy, 
and ſtooped apparently with the inten- 


tion of dragging him along the floor. 
All this paſſed in a moment, and the gen- 
tlemen preſent had not time to recover 


their ſurpriſe. They now interfered, and 


Mr. hs once m mote ne the er | 


ment. nr x n 
. | 


"It i difficult 1 to conceive "is: event 
more terrible to the individval upon 


whom 1 it fell, than the treatment which 
Mr. Falkland i; in this inftarice 8 


5 85 | | Jury | 
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Every paſſion of his life was calculated ; 
to make him feel it more acutely. He 

had repeatedly. exerted an uncommon 
energy and prudence to prevent the 
miſunderſtanding between Mr. Tyrret 


and himſelf from proceeding to extremi- 


ties; but in vain?..It was cloſed with a 
cataſtrophe! exceeding. all that he had ö 

feared, or that the moſt penetrating fore- iT 
ſight could have ſuggeſted. To Mr. 


Falkland diſgrace, was, worſe than death. 


The flighteit: breath of diſhonour would | 
have ſtung him to the very ſoul. What 1 
muſt it have been with this complication 
of ignominy, baſe, humiliating and pub- 5 


. 


lic? Could Mr. Tyrrel have undexſtoad 
the evil he inflicted, even he, under all 


his circumſtances of provocation, could 


ſcarcely have perpetrated it, Mr. Fal- 
land's mind mult have been full of up- 


roar like the war of contending elements, 
and of ſuch ſuffering as caſts contempt on 


the refinements of inventive cruelty. He 


H n F wiſhed 
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| med no douht for annihilation, to lie 
down in eternal oblivion, in an inſenſibi- 
licy, which compared with what he'expe. 
Tienced was ſcarcely leſs enviable than 
beatitude itſelf. Horror, deteſtation, 1 re-. 
venge, inexpreſſible longings to ſhake off 
the evil, and a perſuaſion that in this caſe 
all effort was powerleſs, muſt have filled 
his foul even to burſting. 8 
One bother event cloſed Waagen 
of this memorable evening. Mr. Falk- 
land was baffled of the vengeance that 
| yet remained to him. Mr, Tyrrel was 
found by ſome of the company dead in 
the ſtreet, having been murdered at the 
diſtance of a few yy "and the ar ck 
I 4, RTE, #4 / 
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hes CHAP. Xt. To. 


[ SHALL endeavour to Fea, the re- 
mainder of this narrative in the words of 
Mr. Collins. The reader has already 


had occaſion to perceive that. Mr. Col- | 
lins was a man of no vulgar order ; and N 
his reflections on this ſubje& were. un- 


commonly judicious. 6 


60 "This day was ie | of. Mt. m 


Falkland's hiſtory. From hence took its 


beginning that Noon, and unſociable 


melancholy. of which he has ſince been 


the victim. No two characters can be 
in certain reſſ pects more ſtron gly contraſts 
ed, than the Mr, Falkland of a date prior 


and ſubſequent to theſe events. Hither- 
to he had been attended by a fortune per- 
| petually proſperous. His mind was ſan- 
guine; full of that we confi- 


* 85 dence 
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dence in its own powers which proſperity 


is qualified to produce, Though the 


babits of his life were thoſe of a ſerious 


and ſublime viſionary,” they were never- 


theleſs full of cheaifulneſs and trar quil- 
lity. But from this moment his pride 


| and the. lofiy ady enturouſneſs of his ſpi- 
rit were effectually ſubdued. From an 


object of envy he was changed into 1 
object of compaſſion. Life, which bi- 
therto no one had more exquiſitely enjoy- | 


ed, became a burthen to him. No more 
/ fel complacency, no more rapture, no 
more ſelf approving and heart- tranſport» = 
ing benevolence! He, who had lived be- 
Vond any man upon the grand and ani- 
mating reveries of the | imagination, ſeem- 


ed now to have no viſions but of anguiſh 
and def] pair. His cafe was peculiarly 


1 worthy of ſympathy, ſince no doubt, if 


rectitude and purity of diſ poſition could 
give 9 title to happineſs, few men could 
exhibit 


— 
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exbibit a more conſiſtent and | powerful | 
claim than Mr. Falkland. 

« He was too deeply ni the 
idle nd groundleſs romances of chivalry 
ever to forget the ſimation, humiliating 
and diſhonourable according to his ideas, 


occaſion. There is a myſterious ſort of 
divinity annexed to the perſon of a true 


kn ght 5 that makes any ſpecies of brute 7 


violence committed upon it indelible and 
immortal. To be knocked down, cuffed, 


kicked, dragged along the floor! ſacred 


heaven, the memory of ſuch a treatment 
was intolerable! . No future luſtration 
could ever remove the ſtain: and, what 


was perhaps ſtill worſe in the preſent caſe, : 


the offender having ceaſed to exiſt, the 


luſtration which the laws of knight-er- 
rantry preſcribe was rendered impaſſible. 
In ſome future period off human 


improvement it is probable that that ca- 


1 will be in a manner unintelligible, | 
0 s 15 which 


| 
"x 
|| 
1 
1 
| 
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which in the preſehi inſtance eee ed 


to tarniſh and wither the excellence of one 


of the moſt elevated and amiable of hu- 
man minds. If Mr. Falkland had re- 
flected with perfect accuracy upon the 
caſe, he would probably have been able 
to look down with indifference upon a 
wound which, as it was, pierced to his 
very vitals. How much 'more dignity © 
than in the modern duelliſt do we find in 
Themiſtocles;. the moſt gallant of the 
Greeks ; who, when Eurybiades, his com- 
mander in chief, in anſwer to ſume of his 
remonſtrances, lifted his cane over him 
with à menacing air, aceoſted him in 
that noble apoſtrophe, Stfike, hut hear? 
Ho would a man of true diſcern» 
ment in ſuch a caſe reply to his brutal 
uſſailant? I make it my boaſt that! 
e can endure calamity and pain: ſhall 
I not be able to endure the trifling 
* inconvenience that your ſolly can in- 
48 fi + upon me? Perhaps a human 
being 
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„ being would be more accompliſhed, 
if he underſtood the ſcience of perſonal. 
defence; but how few would be the 


occafions upon which he would be 


called to exert it? How few perſons. 


would he encounter ſo unjuſt and 
injurious as you, if his own conduct 


were directed by the principles of 
reaſon and benevolence ? Beſide, how 


narrow would be the ufe of this ſcience, 
when acquired ? It will ſcarcely pur 
the man of delicate make and petty 
ſtature upon a level with the athletie 
pugiliſt; and, if it did in ſome mea- 
ſure ſecure me again& the | malice of 
a ſingle adverſary, ſtill my perfor 
and my life, ſo far as mere force is 
concerned, old always be at the 
mercy. of two. Further than imme- 
diate defence againſt actual violence, 


* it could never be of uſe to me. The 
man who can deliberately, meet his 


_ © adverſary for _ purpoſe wry 
S: ne 
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A 


40 


( 
4 


46 


6 ciple of reaſon and equity. Duelling 
is the vileſt of all egotiſm, treating 
the public, which has a claim to all 
my powers and exertions, as if it 
were nothing, and myſelf, or rather 
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the 888 of one or both of an 
to injury, tramples upon every prin- 


an unintelligible chimera I annex to 


* myfelf, as if it were entitled to m 


e xcluſive attention. Lam unable to 


cope with you: what then? Can 
that circumſtance diſhonour me? No; 
I can only be diſhonoured by perpe- 
trating an unjuſt action. My honour | 
is in my on keeping, beyond the 
4 reach of all mankind. Strike! I am 
paſſive. No injury Kill you can 1n- 


flict ſhall provoke me to expoſe you 


or myſelf to unneceſſary evil. I refuſe 3 
that; but I am not therefore puſilla- 

nimous: when I refuſe: any danger 
or ſuffering by which the general good 
may be promoted, 125 brand me for ; 
a coward? 1563 


1 a Theſe | 


— 9 
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_ & Theſe reaſonings, er fimple 


and irreſiſtible they muſt be found by a 
diſpaſſionate enquirer, are little reſlected 


on by the world at large, and were moſt 
of all eee to the ane * 
Mr. Falkland. ö 

But the „ fad chaſtiſe- | 


ment that had been impoſed upon him, 


imtolerable as they were to be recollected, 
were not the whole of the miſchief that 


redounded to our unfortunatepatron from 
the tranſactions of that day. It was 
preſently whiſpered that he was no other 
than the murderer of his antagoniſt. This 


rumour. was of too much importance to 


the very continuance of his life, to uſ- 
tify its being concealed from him +. - 


heard it with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment. 
and horror; it formed adreadful agdition | 
to the load of intellectual anguiſh. that 
already oppreſſed him. No man had ever 
held his reputation more dear than Mr. 
Falkland; and now in e ns he was 
N 6 Sen, 


- 5 4 ; 1 
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fallen under the moſt ex quiſite cal atnitics, 
a complicated perſonal- inſult, and the 
imputation of the fouleſt of crimes. . He 
might have fled ; for no one was for- 
ward to proceed againſt a man ſo adored 
as Mr. Falkland, or in revenge of one 
ſo univerſally execrated as Mr. Al 
But flight he diſdained. In the 
time the affair was of the moſt ere 
magnitude, and the rumour onchecked 
ſeemed daily to increaſe in ſtrei ngtb, Mr. * 
Falkland appeared ſometimes inclined to 
adopt ſuch ſteps as might have been beſt 
calculated to bring the imputation to a 
; ſpeedy trial. But he probably feared, by 
too direct an appeal to judicature to 
render more preciſe an imputation, the 
memory of which he deprecated; at the 
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ſame time that he was-ſufficiently will- 
ing to meet the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, and, 
if he could not hope to haveit pages: * 
that he had ever been accuſed, to _ 
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Falkland to be apprehended, they ſent 


to deſire he would appeat before them 


at one of their meetings. The proceed - 


ing being thus opened, Mr. Falkland ex- 
preſſed his hope that, if the buſineſs were 


likely to ſtop there, their in veſtigation 


might at leaſt be rendered as ſolemn as 


poſſible. The meeting was numerous; 
every perſon of a reſpecta 
ſociety, | Was admitted to be an auditor; 
the, whole town, one of che molt conſider- 
able in the county, was appriſed of the: 
nature of the... buſineſs, Few; trials, in- 


veſted with all the forms of Jodginent, 


have excited ſo general an intereſt. 


trial, under the preſent circumſtances, oh 


ſcarcely attainable z and it ſeemed to be 


the wiſh both of principal and umpires, 


to give to this tranſaction all the momen=-. 
* as and deeifivenels of a rial, 


f ce 
. "I 4 N 
if 8 1 
a S 
. 
* 


auri ng magiſtratesatlengrh | 
conceived:it needary-to take ſame ſteps 
upon the ſubject. Without cauſing Mr. 


e claſs in 
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. — inv. 
"RT: of the ſtory. © Mr. Falkland, it 
appeared, had left the rooms immediately, 


exited; thepar- 


after his aſſailant ; and, though he had 


: been attended by one or two of the 
gentlemen to his inn, it was proved 


that he had left them upon ſome ſlight 
occaſion as ſoon as he arrived at it, and 


that, when they enquired for him of the 


waiters, he had A per pee his $ horſe | 
and rode om. 2 
„ By the nature of the i Hah 


ticular facts could be ſtated in balance 
againſt theſe. As ſoon as they had 
been ſufficiently detailed, Mr. Falk- 


land therefore proceeded to his defence. 
Several copies of this defence were made, 
and Mr. Falkland ſeemed for a ſhort 
time to have had ihe idea of ſending it 


to the preſs, though for ſome reaſon or 
other he afterwards ſuppreſſed it. 1 have 
one of the copies in my N 1 1 


i, will read i to 2555 n 


 Sojin 
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Saying this, Mr. Collins roſe; and'took - 
it from a private drawer in his eſcritoire. 


During this action he appeared to recol- - 


lect himſelf. He did not, in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of the word, heſitate ; but he was 


prompted | to make ſome apology = 
what he was doing. 30 

"Ul You ſeem never to have heard 0 his 
memorable tranſaction; and indeed that 


is little to be wondered at, ſince the 
good nature of the world is intereſted in 
ſuppreſſing it, and it is deemed a diſgrace 


to a man to have defended himſelf from 
a criminal imputation, though with cir- 
cumſtances the moſt ſatisfactory and 
honourable. It may be ſuppoſed that 
this ſuppreſſion is particularly acceptable 
to Mr. Falkland; and I ſhould not have 


acted in contradiction to his modes of 
thinking in communicating the ſtory. to 
you, had there not been circumſtances of 


peculiar urgency that ſeemed to render 


ww 
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the communication deſirable.“ Saying 
his, he proceeded to read from the Paper 
in his hand. | 


- bs cc eee 
* * 1 ſtand here accuſed of a crime 5 
moſt black that any human creature is 
capable of perpetrating. I am innocent. 
I have no fear that I ſhall fail to make 
every perſon in this company acknow- 
| ledge my innocence. In the mean time 
what muſt be my feelings? Conſcious as 
Jam of deſerving approbation and not 
_ cenſure, of having paſſed my life in acts 
of juſtice and philanthropy, can any thing 
be more deplorable than for me to an- 
ſwer to a charge of murder? So-wretch- 
ed is my fituation, that I cannot accept 
| your gratuitous acquittal, if you ſhauld 
= = be diſpoſed to beſtow it. 1 muſt anſwer | 
— 1 to an imputation, the very thought of 
1 which is ten thouſand times worie to me 
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than death. I muſt exert | the whole 
energy of my mind to prevent my dere 
ranked wich the vileſt of men. 

„Gentlemen, this is a ſituation in 
which a man may be allowed to boaſt. 
Accuiſed ſituatiou l Noi man need envy 
me the vile and polluted triumph I am 
now to gain! 1 iy called no witnefies 
to my character. Great God what 
ſort of charakter is thav which muſt be. 
ſupported by witneſſes ? But, if I'muſt 
ſpeak, look round the company, aſk" of 

every one prefent, enquire of your own 
hearts! Moc one words of reproach was 
ever whiſpered agaiuſt my character. I 
do not heſitate to call upon thoſe: wha * 
have known me moſt to e e 
moſt honourable teſtimoniy. yu 

« My life has been Sand keeneſt 
and moſt Fe, {enfibility to re- 
putation. I am almeſt indifferent as to 
what ſhall be the event of this! day. 
I hoe not _ my mouth upon the 

— | occaliong 
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occaſion, if my life were the only rhide 
that was at ſtake. It is not in the power 
of your deciſion to reſtore to me my 
unblemiſhed reputation, to obliterate the 
diſgrace I have ſuffered, or to prevent 
it from being remembered that I have 
been brought to examination upon a 
charge of murder. Your deciſion can 
never have the efficacy to prevent the 
miferable remains of my exiſtence from 
being the at eiche oh; wt re 
A He. Se ono x eee He leet 
„ ai accuſed of having bmi 
murder upon the body of Barnabas 
＋ yrrel. I would moſt Joyfully have 
given every farthing 1 poſſeſs, and de- 
voted: myſelf; to perpetual beggary, to 
have preſerved his life. His life Was 
precious to me, beyond that of all man- 
kind. In my opinion the greateſt in- 
zuſtice committed by his unknown aſſaſſin 
was that of defrauding me of my juſt 
revenge. 1 n that 1 would have 
| | called 


* 
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called bim out to the field, and that « our 


encounter ſhould not have been terminat- 
ed but by the death of one or both of us. 


This would have been a pitiful and ina- 


dequate com penſation for his unparal- 


leled inſult, but i it was all chat remained. | 
«laſk for no pity, but muſt open- 
ly declare that never was any misfor- 


tune ſo horrible as mine, 1 would will 


ingly have taken refuge from the recol- , 
lection of that night 1 in a voluntary death, 


Life was now tripped of all thoſe re- 


commendations for the ſake of which it 


was dear to me. But even this conſola- 


tion is denied me. I am compelled. 0 
drag for ever the intolerable Joad of _— 
iſtence, upon penalty, if at any period! 
however remote I ſhake it off, of having 
that i impatience regarded as confirming 
a charge of murder, Gentlemen, if by 


your deciſion you could t. ke away my 
life, without that act being connected | 
: vi my e 1 would „ the cord 
that 
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deity i it is that. 1 have choſen, for m ab wore, 
4 ſbip! 1 have entalled upon 1 


laſting agony and. deſpair! _ 
pk 1 pave. but one word to add, Ke 
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| "RP Sede rhe breath of) my exit 
ence ſor eve... 


* You all know 1 eafily 1 3 
fled from this purgation. If I had been 
guilty, ſhould 1 not have embraced the 
opportunity? But, as it was, I could not. 


Reputation has been the idol, the jewel 


of my life. I could never have borne 
to think chat a human creature in the re. 
moteſt part of the globe ſhould believe 


that I was a criminal. Alas! what. a 


N 


My Nite %s is a, i ce. But my 


honour, the _ paltry. remains of honour 


1 have now to boaſt, is in your judgment, 
and you will each of you, from this day, 


have impoſed upon yourſelves the taſk of 
its vi et Ir is little chat ou. can do 
| | for 


A 
„ 


eyer- : 
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for me; but it is not leſs your PR 
do that little. May that God who is 
the fountain of honour and goed, pro- 
ſper and protect * you The man who now) 
ſtands before ae is devoted to perpetual 
barrenneſs and blaſt! He has nothing to 
hope for es- the ow n 
of this my” ai „ MAT 


wi 
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1 « You, will n b Wes . 
Falkland was diſcharged with every cir- 3 
cumſtance of honour. Nothing is more 
to be deplored in human inſtitutions 
than that the ideas of mank ind ſhould 
have annexed a ſentiment of diſgrace, 
to a purgation thus ſatisfactory and de- 
ciſixe. No one entertained the ſhadow 
of a doubt upon the ſubject, and yet a 
mere concurrence of circumſtances, made 
in neceſſary that the beſt of men ſhould 
be publicly put upon his defence, as if 

really under ſuſpicion of an atrocious 

erime. It * be granted indeed that 
ä Mr. 
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Mr. Falkland bad bis faults, * thoſe | 
very faults placed him at a ſtill furthet 


diſtance from the criminality in queſtion. 


He was the fool of honour and fame; 


a man u hom in the purſuit of reputatioan 


nothing could divert; who would have 
purchaſed the character of a true, gallant 


and undaunted hero at the expence of 
worlds, and who thought every calahni- 

ty nominal but a ſtain upon his hondur. 
. How atrociouſly abſurd to ſuppoſe any 
motive capable of inducing ſuch a man to 


play the part of a lurking aſſaſſin? How. | 


unfeeling to obli; ge him to defend himſelf 
from ſuch an imputation Did any man, 
and leaſt of all a man of the pureſt honour, 


ever paſs in a moment from a life un- 
"ſtained by a fade a ef ing te th 


 confurnmation of human depravity? 


85 When the deciſion of the 8 
ſtrates was declared, a general murmur of 


"applauſe and involuntary tranſport. burſt 


forth from every one preſent, - It was at 
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farſt low, and gradually became louder. 
As it was the expreſſion of rapturous de- 


light and an emotion diſintereſted and di · 


vine, ſo there was an indeſcribable ſome- 
thing in the very ſound, that carried it 


home to the heart, and convinced every 


{ pectator that there was no merely perſon- 


al pleaſure which-ever exiſted, that would : 
not be fooliſh and feeble: in the compari- 


ſon. Every one {trove who ſhould moſt 


— 
- 


expreſs his eſteem of the amiable accuſed. 


Mr. F alkland was no ſooner withdra was 


than the gentlemen. preſent determined 
to give a flill further amen to FAY had 
ſineſs by their con 
immediately named a Wee to 191 


upon him for that purpoſe. Every one 


concurred to aſſiſt the general ſentiment, 


It was a, fort of ſympathetic feeling that 
took hold upon all ranks, and degrees. 


The muhizds! received him with huz- 


5 they took his horſes from his ran 
age, dragged: W in zune, ang 


* ** 


forts | 323 > artended: 
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attended him many miles in 1 return 

to his own "habitation. It ſeemed as if 

a public examination upon à criminal 
charge, which had hitherto been 


. 
ed in every event as a brand of diſgrace, 
was converted in the preſent inſtanee in- 
to an occaſion of enthuſiaſtic adoration 
 andunexainpted/bonom, 
Nothing "could: s ebe 
Mr. Falkland. He was not inſenſible 
to the general kindnefs and exertions ; 
but it was too evident that the melan- 
. choly that had taken old of his ms | 
was invincible” odio HEHE gie on 
„ It xd b eh weeks er i 
memoräble fccne tat the teil murdered 
1 „ diſcoveredl. Every part of this g 
ſtory was extraordinary. The real mur- 
deret Was Hawkinis. He Was found 
with his fott under a feigned bite ut 
Village at about thirty miles diſtanteé, 
in want of all the neceſſaries of life. He 
Had lived here from the petiod of his 
ard RS = flight 
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flight in ſo private a manner, that all the 
enquiries that had been. ſet on foot by 
the benevolence of Mr. Falkland or the 
inſatiable malice of Mr. Tyrrel had been 
inſufficient to diſcover him. The firſt 
thing that had led to the detection 
was a parcel of clothes covered with 
blood that were found in a ditch, and 
which, when drawn out, were known by 
the people of the village to belong to 
this man. The murder of Mr. Tyrrel 
was not a circumſtance. that could be 
unknown, and ſufpicion was immediately 
rouſed. A diligent ſearch being made, 
the raſty handle with part of the blade 
of a knife was found thrown in a corner 
of his lodging, which being applied to 
a piece of the point of a knife that had 
been broken in the wound, appeared 
exactly to correſpond. Upon further 
enquiry two ruſtics, who had been acci · 
dentally on the ſpot, remembered to 
have ſeen Hawkins and his ſon in the | 
Vot ll > _ 


2 
Rx —— „„ * 


—— —— ——U—ä — — —— — 
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b tate and groundleſs. 1 
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town that very evening, Abd to have 
called after them, and received no anſwer, 
though they were ſure of their perſons. 
Upon this aceumulated evidence both 
Hawkins and his ſon were tried, con- 
demned and afterwards executed. In 
the interval between the ſentence and 
execution Hawkins confeſſed his guilt 
with many marks of compunction; 
though there are perſons by whom 
this is denied; but J have taken ſome 
pains to enquire into the fact, and am 
perſuaded that their diſbelief 1 is n 


1 


6 Phe: üer injuſtice that une! man 


had ſuffered from his village tyrant was 


not forgotten upon the preſent occaſion. 
It. was by a ſtrange fatality that the bar- 
barous proceedings of Mr. Tyrrel ſeemed 
never to fall ſhort of their completion ; 
and even his death ſerved eventually to 
\ conſummate the ruin of a man he hated, a 


circumſtance which, if it could have Come 


9 


0 
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to his knowledge, would perhaps have in 
ſome meaſure conſoled him forhis untime- 
ly end. This poor Hawkins was ſurely en- 
titled to ſome pity, ſince his being final- 
1y urged to deſperation, and brought, to- 
gether with his ſon, to an ignominious 
fate, was originally owing to the ſturdi- 
neſs of his virtue and independence. But 
the compaſſion of the public was in a great 
meaſure ſhut againſt him, as they thought 


it a piece of barbarous and unpardonable 


ſelfiſhneſs, that he had not rather come : 
boldly forward to meet the conſequences 
of his own conduct, than ſuffer a man 


of ſo much public worth as Mr. Falk- 
land, and who had been ſo defirous of 


doing him good, to be expoſed to the 


riſk of being tried for a murder that he 
had committed. 5 

* From this time to | the preſent Mr. 
Falkland has been nearly ſuch as you at 


Preſent ſee him. Though it be feveral 
years lince theſe tranſactions, the impreſ- 
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fion they mie is for ever freſh in the 
mind of our unfortunate. patron. From 
| thenceforward his habits became totally 
different. He had before been fond of 
public ſcenes, and acting a part in the 
midſt of the people among whom he im- 
mediately reſided. He now made him- 
ſelf a rigid "recluſe. He had no aſſoci- 
ates, no friends. Inconſolable himſelf, be 
yet wiſhed to treat others with kindneſs. 
There was a folemn ſadneſs in his manner, 
attended with the moſt perfect gentleneſs 
and humanity. Every body reſpects him, 
for his benevolence 1 is unalterable; but 
there is a lately coldneſs and reſerve in 
his behaviour, which makes it difficult 
for thoſe about him to regard him with 

the familiarity of affection. Theſe ſymp- . 
toms are uninterrupted, except at certain 
times when his ſufferings become into- 

lerable, and he diſplays the marks of a 

furious inſanity. At thoſe times his 
: * is fearful and — and 

he 


times to withdraw into ſolitude; and his 
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he ſeems to figure to himſelf by turns 


every ſort of perſecution and alarm which 
may be ſuppoſed to attend upon an 


accuſation of murder. But, ſenfible of 
his own weakneſs, he is anxious at ſuch 


domeſtics in general know nothing - 
of him but the uncommunicative and 

haughty, but mild, deje don that accom- 
panies every thing he does.“ 


END OF voL. 1. 
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